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PREFACE. 



Several manuscripts have been em- 
ployed in preparing these Volumes, all of 
unequal date^ and exhibiting cousidera- 
ble discrepancies in style and matter. 
Two, to judge from external circumstan« 
ces, belong nearly to the same period, 
the earlier part of the seventeenth centu- 
ry ; a third, which is divided into chap- 
ters, and terminates with the year 15989 
is somewhat more recent; and a fourth, 
intimately corresponding with it, is scarce 
above a century old. Probably manu- 
scripts of greater antiquity may still be ex- 
tant, as a fragment has occurred, which, 
according to the specimen annexed, is 
not posterior to the age of Mary. 

The two older manuscripts, though de- 
fective in some incidents found iu th« 
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rest, are more copious on the whole ; they 
narrowly coincide in substance, and are 
besides distinguished by that simplicity, 
which, in coeval writings, marks an ap- 
proach to originality. There is no inter- 
ruption of the narrative denoting that pas- 
sages are omitted ; the sense is complete, 
and the mode of their substitution some- 
times affords well-grounded presumption 
of interpolation. Both these manuscripts 
contain theintroductory description, which 
is not seen in the others ; but the poetical 
address, prefixed to the first printed edi- 
tion^ appears only in a single instance. 

Many expressions, hitherto of doubtful 
import, are here explained, merely by 
restoring the words of the original ; some 
obscurities yet remaining, must be ascrib* 
ed to incorrect transcription, and our im- 
perfect knowledge of Scotish antiquities* 

Preceding editions bear a title evident- 
ly of more modern structure. " A History 
of Scotland, from 1436 to 1563, by Ro- 
bert Lindsay of Pitscottie, with a conti- 
nuation by another hand till August 
1604/' In one old manuscript, the conti^r 
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nuitj of the text is uninterrapted, and the 
general titleof all is invariably as now re- 
tained. 

We can hardly affirm that it is satis* 
factorily established who was the real 
author of the Chronicles. The older ma- 
nuscripts are silent on this head; nor, 
throughout the contents of any, is there the 
most remote allusion to his name or qua- 
lity. Nevertheless, in the following pre- 
fatory notice to two later transcripts, Ro- 
bert Lindsay of Pitscottie has claimed 
the work. As we certainly owe it to the 
successive labours of dijflferent individuals, 
who flourished at distant intervals ; per- 
haps it is not inconsistent to admit, that 
he may have availed himself of the mate- 
rials collected by his predecessors. 

John Graham Dalyell. 



15th Decmber IS13. 



NOTICE RESPECTING THE AUTHOR OF THE 

CHRONICLES. 



Jlxeer begiiieth the Historic and Cronicles off 
Scotland, which was left unwritten be the last 
translators, u> witt, Mr Hector Boes and Mr 
John Bidlantyn, who ended ther chronicle att 
the slaughter of king James the First, which 
was from our redemption ane thousand four 
hundreth and xxxvi yeares> the tuenty ane 
day of Februar. Therfore wee follow hence* 
farth in order, beginning at king James th^ 
Second, so breifly succeiding all the kingis, 
queens, governours, and regents, that hath 
been since the said day forsaid, wnto this day 
and dait heirefter following ; and furthermore, 
have sought, gathered, and collected, all the 
notable acts done be these foresaid princes in 
thair tymes, and all troubles and enormities 
of conspiratioun, fallen in lyk maner in ther 
dayes, is comprehended in this volume ; and 
speciallie the maner of the reformatioun of the 
religioun and what was done tberin, since the 
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fyftie and eight yeare, wntill the threescore 
and fyfteen yeare, sought, gathered, written^ 
and collected by me, Robert Lindsay of Pit- 
scottie, instructed and learned, and laitly in- 
formed be thir authors, as after foUowes : to 
witt, Patrick, Lord Lindsay of the Byres ; Sir 
William Scott of Balwirrie, knight ; Sir Andro 
Wood of Largo, knight; Mr John Major, doc- 
tor of theologie, who wrott his cronicle heir- 
wpon; and also. Sir Dauid Lindsay of the 
Mount, knight, alias lyon king of armes; with 
Andrew Wood of Largo, principall and fami- 
liar servant to king James the Fift; Andro 
Fernie of that ilk, ane nobleman of recent me- 
mory ; Sir William Bruce of Earleshall, knight, 
who hath written very justly all the deeds 
since Floudoun Feild. 



] 



HEARS BE6INES ANB BREIFE DISCRIPTIONB OP 
INGLAMD, SCOTLAND, WAILLIS AKD CORNS* 
WAILL. 



Srittane or Brutane^ which by tuo names 
is called Ingland and Scotland^ is an illand in 
ocean sea^ situat richt over against France ; 
one pairt of which the Inglismen doe inhabite^ 
and the other pairt Scottis : the third pairt 
Welschmen, and the fourth pairt Cornisch- 
men. All they, aither in language, condi« 
tione, or lawis, doe differ amongest thamselfiis* 
Ingland, so called of Inglischmen, which 
did win the same, is the greatest pairt, and is 
divydit in fourtie countries, which we call 
schyres, whairof ten, that is to say, Kent, 
Sussex, Surrey, Southampton, Barkschyre» 
Wiltschyre^ Dorsetschyre, Sommersaittschyre, 
Dovenschyre, and Comewaill, doe con- 
tane the first pairt of that illand: which 
pairt boundeth toward the south, and standeth 
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betweine the Theamis and the sea. From 
thence to the river of Trent, which passeth 
throw the midest of Ingland, be saxteine 
schyres, quhairof the first six standeth east- 
ward, ar Essex, Midlsex, Harfotschyre, Suf- 
folk, Norfolk, and Cambridgeschyre. The 
cyther ten that s|andeth more in the midle of 
the countrie ar these, Bedfoord, Huntingdoun, 
Buckinghame, Oxfoord, Northamptoun, Rut- 
land, Leichester, Nottinghame, Warwick, and 
Lincolne. Efter these thair be six that bor- 
der wastward vpoun Waillis; as Glocester, 
Herfoord, Worcester, Schorpschy re, Staffoord, 
Chester, and Monmouth. About the midle of 
the regione ly Darbieschyre, Yorkschyre, 
Lancaster, and Cumberland. On the left 
hand, toward the wast, is Wastmorland ; against 
the same is the bischoprick of Durhame, and 
Northumberland, which boundeth vpoun the 
north in the merchis of Scotland. 

These schyres be divydit into tuentie tuo 
bischoprickis, which by a Greek word be 
called diosces. Canterburie hath Kent ; Ro- 
chester hath pairt of Kent; Londoun hath Es<- 
sex, Midlesex, and pairt of Hareford ; Ches- 
ter hath Sussex, Winchester, North Hamp- 
schyre, and the He of Wight ; Cornwaill 
hath Waillis and Soraersettschyre; Worcester 
hath Worcester, and pairt of Warwickschyre ; 
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Glocesfer hath Glocester; Harefoord hath 
pairt of Schropschyre, and Harefoordschyre; 
Coventrie and Leichfield hath Staffordschy re ; 
Derhieschyre hath pairt of Warwickschyre, 
and pairt of Schorpschyre : Lincolne, which 
is the greattest, lying betuixt the Theames 
and Humber, hath Lincolne, Leycesteri 
Huntingtoun, Bedfoord, Buckingame,andthe 
residue of Harefoord; flarefoord hath Elie, 
Cambridgeschyre, and the He of Elie ; Nor- 
wich hath Suffolk and Norfolk, and pairt of 
Cambridgeschyre; Oxfoord bath Oxfoord- 
schyre ; Petterborrow hath Northamtonschy re, 
and Rutland; Bristow hath Dorsetschyre, and 
this is the province of the Archbishoprick of 
Canterburie, which is the primatt of all Ing- 
land, with Waillis. The Archbishoprick of 
York hath Yorkschyre, Notinghame, and one 
peice of Lancaschy re ; the bishop rick of Dur- 
hame hath the bishoprick coromonlie called 
Northumberland; Chester hath Chester^ and 
most pairt of Lancaschyre ; Richmond hath 
pairt of Flintschyre, and Denbighschyre ; 
Carelel containeth Westmurlandand Cumber- 
land ; and this is the other province of the 
archbishoprick of York, which is ane other 
province of Ingland, [and was ane long tyme 
also primate of all Scotland. Bot these dios- 
ces tak thair names of the cities quhair these 
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seattes be placed, the chiefe quhairof be Lou- 
doDj quhair in the beginning was the arch- 
bishopis seatt, bot aftervirard transported to 
Canterburie, ane citie in Kent, placed in ane 
soyle amiable and pleasant. 

London standeth on the north syd of 
Theames. That most excellent and goodlie 
river hath first the name of Ise, and begineth 
m Cotleswold in Glocesterschyre^ about ane 
myle fromTitberrie, and alsmuch from the hie 
way called Fesse, and it taketh first the name 
of Theamis near to Dorcester bridge, quhair 
the river Theames and the forsaid Ys meitt, 
and so with ane marvellous quyet cours pas- 
seth by London, and then breaketh wnto the 
French ocean, be mony tydis, which twyse 
in twentie four houres space doe ebb and 
flow more nor thriescoir mylles ; to the great 
comoditie of travelleris, by the which all kindis 
of merchandice be easilie conveyed to London, 
the principal! store and steple for all commo* 
dities, etc. within that realme. 

Vpoun the same river is placed ane stone 
bridge, ane work verie rare and marvellous, 
which bridge hath, rekoning the draw-bridge, 
twentie arches, maid of foursquair stone; 
of height thriescoir futes, and of breadth 
threttie futes, distant on from another twentie 
futes, compact and joyned to idder with wol- 
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lis and seUaris. Vpoun both sydis be housis 
built, that it seames rather ane continewall 
streit than ftne bridge. 

The ocean sea doeth bound Ingland, the 
first pairt of Brittane, east and south Waillis, 
and Cornwall wast. The rivar of Tweid di« 
Tyd^th Ingland and Scotland, north ; the 
length of the illand at Portesmouth, in the 
south pairt, and ending at the river Tweid in 
the north, containeth thrie hunder and twentie 
my His. 

Thii^ realme, abone otheris, is most fruitfull. 
Not far beybnd it is full of montaines^ and 
although to the beholderis of that countrie, 
that far of it may seeme plaine, yitt it is full of 
maine hillis, and these for the most pairt 
wode of tries; the waileyis quhairof be werie 
delectable, inhabited for the most pairt with 
noblmen, quho according to the ancient and 
old msmer^ desir not to dwell into cities, hot 
nigh vnto waileyis and riveris, in several vil* 
lages, for awoyding of vehement windis,be* 
caus that iland naturallie is stormie. 

Humbre hath his beginning a little on this 
syd.ofYork, and by and by runneth south- 
ward, and then holdeth his course eastward, 
and so into the maine sea^ greatlie increased 
by the rivar of Dun and Trent, etc. Trent 
beginneth a litle from Stofibord» running 
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throw Darbischyre and Leichesterschyre, 
passing by Leichfield and Nottinghame on 
the richt hand, and Dun on the left ; so that 
both the rivaris doe mak on Hand, which is 
called Anshplme, and than joyneth togidder. 
In this syd Kingstoun vpoun Hull, ane good- 
He merchant toun, they fall into Humbre ; by 
which river they may arrive out of France, 
Germanic, and Denmark. Ingland is fruits 
full of beastis, and aboundeth with cattle, 
quhairby the inhabitantis be rather for the 
most pairt grasieris then plewmen, becaus 
they give thamselffis more to feiding than to 
tillage, so that almost the thrid pairt of the 
countrie is employed to catle, dear, rid and 
fallow, goattis quhairof thair be store in the 
north pairts, and countries of conies everie 
quhair. Thair is joUie maintenance of these 
sortis of beastis, becaus it is full of great 
woodis, quhairof thair is pastyme of hunting 
greatlie exercised, speciallie be the nobilitie 
and gentlmen. Andro Bourd sayeth, thair be 
more parkis in Ingland than in all Europe be- 
8yd. 

Scotland, ane vther pairt of Brittane, which 
at this tyme I have thought guid to treat of 
at large, that no farther mention of the situa* 
tion might be maid heirefter,begane sumtyme 
at the hill called Grampius^ now called 
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Graiitesbane, stretching to the farthest coast 
northward. Bot efter the overthrow of the 
Pickis, it begane at the river Tweid, and sum- 
tyme at the river of Tyne ; the fortoun of 
warres altering the same as it doeth all other 
thingis. Thairfoir the lenth of Scotland from 
Tweid to the farthest coast, is esteemed to be 
four hundreth auchtie myllis. Bot as Scot- 
land is broader thanlngland, so it is longer and 
et)deth lyk ane wedge ; for the montane Gram- 
pius is evill favoured and craigie, which Taci- 
tus in the lyffe of Julius Agrecola doeth re- 
member, pearcing throw the bowels of Scot* 
land from the coast to the Germane sea, that 
is to say, from the mouth of the river of Die, 
to the Irisch sea, evin to the Laik Lowmond, 
which lyeth betweine that countrie and that 
same hill. The river of Tweid which spring- 
eth furth of ane litle hill, not far beyond Bx)x- 
burgh, is mingled with the Germane ocean, 
joynand southward with that countrie, which is 
called the Marches, being the east boundis be- 
tuixt Scotland and Ingland. The said river of 
Tweid separatteth the merches from Northum- 
berland, the farthest countrie of Ingland, hav- 
ing prospect to the Germane sea. The chiefe 
toun thairof is Berwick, now in possessioun 
of the Inglismen. The waster limite of Scot- 
land whillum was Cumberland, which the river 
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of Solue divydeth from Annerdaill. Betuixt 
these tuo regiones Chiveat hillis appear. Nixt 
to the merches Pichtland bordereth^ now term* 
ed Lochden, bounding vpoun the east ane ver- 
tie hillie countrie, barrane almost of any tries. 
The most famous tounes of the same be Dun- 
bar^ Hadintoun^ Leith, NorlhberWck and Edin* 
burgh, the kingis seatt, quhair also is the 
castle of Maidenes, ane verrie strong and de- 
fensible place. By the same citie is the river 
of Forth, commonly called the Firth^ doeth 
watter and pas by, which being carried to the 
Germane Ocean, maketh gritt armes or meres, 
commonly called the Scottis sea : quhairin, 
besyd vtheris, is the illand of St Columbe, by 
name called i£monia. The same river de- 
vydeth againe from Lochden, a countrie 
quhair ar many tounes, as Dumfermling, Cou- 
par, by the notable toun of Sanct AndroiSy 
speciallie famous for the universitie, and beu- 
tified with the sea of the archbishop, and 
primate of all Scotland. On the other syd 
towardis the Irisch syd, northward, is Nidis- 
dalia, so called by the river that passeth thair- 
by, quhair lie the strong tounes of Douglas 
and Dunfries. Upoun the south adjoyneth 
Galloway, more aboundant of fodder, for cattle 
than of qubeitj quhairin be the toun of Can- 
dida Cassa, now called Whitteme, and the 
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ancient toan of St Ninianes, adorned also 
with ane episeopal dea» In these pairtis be- 
sydis is the toun of Wigtoun, quhair thair is 
ane laik of wonderfull nature ; beoaus the one 
. syd doeth freis in winter, and the vther not. 
By that, standeth the conntrie of Caricta, once 
renoaned : the toun Carricta quhairof, per- 
chance it tnik the name abone Caricta. To- 
wardis the wast is Elgonia, by which name 
Ptolomie calleth that countrie, bordering vp- 
oun the ocean, q^uhair is the laik Lowmond, 
which is verie broad and large, containing 
manie illandis situat at the foote of the mon- 
taine Grantesbene, aught mylJis from tiie 
castle of Dumbrytone, besydis the river Bo- 
dotria, now called Levinius, becaus it ap- 
peareth by Cornelius Tacitus, that Bodotria 
and Glota have sundrie passages into the sea 
entring into the river Glota or GludeJ Hear 
sum doe contend, that the name pf Bodotria 
is hot Weill apply ed to Levinius for the rea- 
son forsaid, and ar said to be cle^rlie dirempt 
on frdm the other, as Levinius and Glota w 
not: qiihairfoir they judge the river, now 
c^led the Firth, to be that which of old had 
to name Bodotria^ and to prove the same, 
they ad many r^£k>anes which hear I omitt. 
Bpt a guid space on this syd of Grampius 
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Againe, toward the east, is the cpuntrie of 
Angus and Mearnes, vpoun the sea coast, 
quhairin Fordoun by situation is verie strong^ 
and for the relictis of St Palladias, the Scot- 
tish apostle, famous. On the same syd of 
Scotland is the countrie of Marre, garnisched 
ivith ane citie called Aberden^, standing be* 
tuixt the tua riveris Doun and Dea, with ane 
guidlie vniversitie, adorned alsoe with ane 
episcopall sea, and tuo fair bridges on the 
said tuo riveris Doun and Dea ; the on 
of sewin arches of four squair stone, verie 
rare and marvellous, and the other ane arche 
of curious workman^chip. These tuo ri- 
veris aboundeth also with great plentie of 
salmond fisches, by the which the inhabi- 
tants of that cittie ar greatlie inriched. Thea 
followeth Murray, which the tuo notable ri- 
veris doe compas about, Nessa and Spea : Att 
the mouth of the last river stapdeth the toun 
of Elgine, about the bankis thairof be budge 
woodis, replenisched with all kyndis of wyld 
beastis. Thair is also ane laik called Spina, 
stored with plentie of swanes. Bot in the 
midle pairt standeth the broad countrie of 
Rossa, how called Beenerozen, stretching to 
the vttermost angle, evin to both the seaes, 
and the farther it goeth eastward, it is the bet- 
ter inhabited. In the same is ane boso(n of 



fcp^wiQ ao far nortliu Howbeit, ^e mi^aoed 
i^ot by this, that the /Silores sbouli) iuhabit 
Ardgy le^ hot rather South Waillis, from whence 
the {Htssage orer \rps better kftowne, aud, as 
he mi^ht have voderstandiag, schortest also ^ 
quhair aJsweiU Tacitus as Antoninus sebaes 
to place that people betuixt Ardgyle and 
Lieftnox. 

Westward lyeth the countrie of Stirling, so 
caUed by ane toun thair. Hear the forest of Ca- 
ledonia begaoe, qn the left syd, which within 
strecbeth fare and abroad. This forrest sum-, 
tyme bred qnhyte bullis, long maned like 
lyones, which war so wyld as they conld not 
be tamed. But because the flesch was plea*- 
sant and daiotie to the month, the haill race 
of them almost is extinguished. Thairlyk-^ 
wayes is the castle of Calidone, situat by 
Taus, called Donchelden. From ane litle hill 
of the forrest, ryseth Glotta orGlude, which, 
by a broad channel, falleth into the Irisch 
ocean ; forstayed in a maner by the bankis c^ 
^he .moQQitane Grampius, it slydetb into the 
sea by greiskt tydis, so as witoeaseib X^itus, 
quhom the Rcunaoea tbc^ght to. be ai^e othef 
island 4>f that river, tku was dayli^ ^^ailed 
QlattwaalU which qc^m^trie that rivef. rii«ni|th 
by : and in the ^ao^ i9 the 9^tie of GjlaAgp^i 
ane gudMe <?niversitie. . 



above twdff myites ; amongedt thaime ig lom, 
beautified ivith the tomb of the Scottish kiagis. 
The ill&ndefis generallie speak Iriech^ i?h%oh 
dedaii^th thame to tak thair ortginalt of the 
Irisch natione. 

Beyond Scotland, towardis the north, Ke the 
flies of Orchades, which Ptolomie say>eth to 
be thri^esooir in nuikiber ; sum lying in the 
Dedcali^done 6ea> and sum in the Oemia^e 
Oceaii. The principall of these islandis is 
Pamonia, because it is a biscliopis sea, and is 
viider the government of Scotland. The il- 
tenderis vsjg the Golhis speach, whicli ar- 
giiteth ^bame to proceid from the iGermanes, 
They be tan of stature, but verie healtbie, and 
kistief of bodie and rayiid, )eivi0g uetie long, 
although tbair cheifest food be fiscHes t quhair 
thekiid'is almost contrnewallie besett with 
ebldin manie places, and ij^ not able' ttfto^itr 
Min^,' and ' gen^rallie airoost without! trie or 

-Beycrnd the Oi^kadis life the ilkndis of 
fiooifend, und^er the command ^f the king of 
Se6t«is> and beyond these standeth Thufe, in 
the frozen sea, now oalfed Iseland, to which 
mir Hiepchantis repair^ ev*rie yeir for fisching, 
in the somer. And this much of the'scite of 
Scotland ; now of the nature and manei?ia of 
the people. 



Tlue Scotds whieU inhabHe itf tb« Matherne 
pairt be weill nurtured^ and leiVe itifuid civi ti- 
tle, andliie most ciHH v^e the IngUachapeiLch; 
and for ttmir wode tbair is.geasoae and sdant ; 
thair oomnioun fewell is of stones, which they 
dig oat <of the earth. The oth^r paift nc^rtii- 
eroe, ar AiU>of motttamas, and verie fud aod 
faoBoiie kynd of people doeth inhabite, which 
18 called the Reidschankts, or wyM SeotMs. 
They' be cloathed with ane mantle, with ane 
schirt fachioned^ aflei*. the IHaeh miuiier, go- 
iog.baif legged <o the knie. Tbaif w^^o^es ar 
ifiowis tad daktes,. with ane verie broad ,^word| 
and ane dagger aeharp onlie at th^ on- ^ ^yfl* 
Ait speik Irisch, fdtdtng vpoun fisphe^^ milk» 
cheise, and ilesches, and baying grea,t Qiiottr 
•beris of calteH. TheScottis dt^er friJiqfi th^ 
Inglisch inJawes and customes, becM^jtJbcgr 
yrse the ci viH law as ^nlosK < aU '- Atti0f {jCfifun- 
tries A>. The I hgliaeh hiiTe iHhSt^f m^ qb ^wia 
and edictis. la ce^tisine otheir.:^^kti|ditiones 
they be not lar vtiyk. Bk^t^ rtfei^i- : lan^ 
guages is osie^ thair babitia aad^)Cpmpl|B€!- 
tionie alyk: On couiir%e in batti«^ and i^ tjhe 
i3obilitie on desir, and pk-egnaneiid iti tittntihng. 
The conntrie houssis be aaroows co^ver edr with 

« Or Stfboned. 



^iv INTRODVCTION. 

strae and reid, quhairin the people and beastrs^ 
doe Hge togidder. 

Thair tounes, besvdis St Jobnstoan, arvn- 

walled, which is to be ascry ved to tbair ani- 

mositie and hardines, fixing all thair suocouris 

and help in the valiencie of thair bodies. . The 

Scottiis ar verie wyse, as thair learning dedair- 

eth, for to quhatsoevir airt they doe apply 

thamselfiis, they doe easilie proffeit in the 

' same. Bot the idle and sloathfnll, and such 

as doe shun and avoyd labour,, seeme in gritt 

povertie, and yit will not stick to boast of thair 

\ gentiKtie and noble birth, as thoucht it. war 

inore semlie for the honest to laik, then comlie 

•by exercii^ of sum honest airt to gett thair 

liveifig. Bot the Scottis be generallie devot 

<>bsefTarid of religions And this much of 

Scotland: 

Wailles, the third pairt of Brittane, lyeth 
yponn the left hand, which, lyk ane promonto- 
rie, of forland, or ane ille, as it war, on everie 
syd is^ coitipassed with the maine sea, except 
it be on the south east pairt, with the river of 
Sabrine; oommonlie caliit Seuerane, which di- 
vydeth Waillis from Ingland : although some 
late wry ttaris aflirme Herefoord to be a land 
betuixt Wailles and Ingland, and say that 
Waillis begines at the Chepstow, quhair the 
Tfver Wey augmenteth, with ane other river 
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called iMgei pawing by to Herfbord,. doeth 
rane into the sesl*, which river rysTseth in the 
midle of Waiiles out of that hill, bot vncer- 
lane whidder out of that spring that Sabrine 
doeth ; for evin to that place thair goeth ane 
great arme of the sea, which passeth thorow 
the land wastward, on the richt hand leiveth 
Cornwaill, and on the left Waillis, which to- 
pdgraphie or. discriptione, although it be new, 
yitt I thought gnid to follow. Thairfoir Waillis 
is extendit from the loan of Chepstow, quhair it 
begineth almost be ane strait lyne a litle abone 
Shrewisberrie, evin to Wast Chester, north- 
ward vnto that pairt. Sua many of the Brit- 
tanes as remained alive efter the slauchterand 
loose of thair countrie, att the lenth being dri- 
vin to thair schiflis, did repair, as ancient wry t- 
taris doe report, quhair, pairtlie throw refuge 
of the montaines, and pairtlie of woodis and 
marisches, they remained in saftie, quhilk they 
injoye to this day. That land efterward the 
Inglishmen did call Waillis, and the Brittanes, 
inhabitants of the same, Welshmen. For 
among the Germanes it signifieth ane Strang* 
er, ane aliene, ane outborne or strange man ; 

I 

• This arme of the sea, as I judge, is now called Aust, 
quhairin is ane passage betuixt the village of Aust and 
Chepstow. 



that is, sniefe ane < 4ii9 tfaait hath me doiitrarit 
latigtmge froiti thiols. For Waiilb, in tfaiir 
tongue, 10 called atie stranger^ as ane ItaUaae^ 
iyr Frenchmiail) which diflferts ici -speaoli fram 
^he Germane signifietii hom6, whioh is ane man 
in Ingliseh; tNtirfoir thelngltsehmen^aaefieQr* 
)^e in Germknie, efter they fiad wone Brittane, 
Tilled the drittanes escaped eftier the distroo 
done of thair eoun(;rie efter the bimer Wdsdif- 
inen, becaus they had ane other tongue or 
gpeach'besydis these, and the land ii^hicfaf thej 
Inhabiled Waillis, which name efterward^ bodk 
to the people and 'the cottntrte, did renaine. 
By ihh tneane the Brittanes, With thair kisg^ 
dome, lost the ri&mt. Bot they which <a& 
fintoe that name to b^ deryred of thair king 
6t qneine, withoat doabt be deceavttd. 

The cocmtrie so^y'Il toward tbe sea <coai9t» eoid 
in other places in the Aralteyis and .plainea, :i8 
most fertile!, which yieldetb, both to man and 
t>east, great plen^e of fitiit and grato« Bot m 
theVther plaeei^ for the most pain it is bailU 
r^ne atu! )ese fniitfiGA), bedaase it lacketh. ttf- 
lage ; for which caus husbandmen live hani* 
Ire, eating oatincakes and drinking milk mbst 
with watter. Thairin be manie tounes and 
strong castles, and four bischoprickis, if the 
bischoprick of Hereford be compted in Ing^ 
land, as the late wryttaris declair. The first 
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Ikischoprick is Meiiew, m dalldd of Menev«; 
which «t this day thej call Sanct Daviifis^ aoe 
citie verrie ancient^ shuat ?poun the sea eoast^ 
and boundeth wast^ard^ towardis Irland ane 
other Landaff, the thrid Bangor^ and tbeii^urtfa 
Asaph, which be vnder the arcbbtschope of 
Canterburie. The Welsehmen have aae \Bmr 
guage [different] from th(e inglismen, wfaicb^ 
as ttiey say that fetch thair pedegrie ^rom the 
Trojanesi doeth paiitlVe boond of the TrcgMPca 
antiquiiie and parrtlie of the Greek. Bot 
howsoevir it be, the Welsehmen doe not pro- 
nQnce our speach bo pleasaotlie and gentlie as 
the IngJishmen doe, because they speak mtire 
in the throat, and eontrarieiiryse the Ingiisdv- 
Men, following richtiie the Latines, dbe exer- 
cise thair voyce sumthing within, the {ipes, 
whicii to the heararis seameth pleasant and 
sweit And this imich of Waiiles^ the thrid 
paitt of Brittane. 

Now foAoweth the foQith and last pairt of 
Brittane, called Coraewall. Thits pairt be- 
gineth on that sydwkieh c^ndeth toWardis 
Spaine wastwardis : VoM^avSi^ the east it is of 
breadth four&coir and ten tnyilis, extendibg a 
litle beyond Sanct Germanes, which is ane 
fair famous village, situat vpoiin the rkl^ hand 
vpoan the sea coast, qubair the greatest pairt 
of the countrie is bot twentie niylles. For 
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ibis parcell of land on the rij^ht hand \b com^ 
passed with the coast of the maine sea^ and 
on the left with the airme of the sea, which a 
befoir is declaired. Pairt of the land raneth 
▼p to Chepstow, quhair the countrie is in 
forme of ane home; for at the first it is nar- 
row and then groweth broader. A litle be- 
yond the said toun of Sanct Germane east- 
wardis it bordereth vpoun Ingland, wast, south, 
aad north. The maine sea is round about it. 
It is a verie barren soyll, yielding fruit more 
throw travell of the tilleris and husbandmen, 
than throw the goodness of the ground. Bot 
thair is great plentie of leid and tin, in the 
myning and digging quhairof doeth speciallie 
<:onsist the living and sustentatioun of the in- 
habitantis. 

Thair tongue is far dissonant from the Ing- 
lisch : bot it is much lyk to the Welsch 
tongue, becaus they have mony wordis com- 
moun to both tongues* Yitt this difference is 
betuixt thame : when a Welschman speaketh, 
the Cornischman rather ynderstaodeth manie 
wordis spokin by the Welschman than the haill 
taill he telleth ; quhairby it is manifest that 
these thrie people doe vnderstand ane other 
in lyk maner as the southerne Scottis doe vn- 
derstand and perceave the northerner Bot it 
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is ane thing yerie rare and marvellous, that in 
on iHe thair sould be such warietie of speaches, 

Gornewaill is in the dyocie of Exeter, which 
was once worthie the fourt pairt of the illand 
for the contrarietie of the languages, Efter* 
ward the Normandis, quho eonstitute ane 
kingdome of all these thrie pairties, rekoaed 
Cornewall to be on of the thrie countres or 
schyres of that pairt. • '- 

This much of the particular descriptione of 
Brittane that the haill bodie of the realme 
by the memberis may the better be knawia^ 
to sum peradventure that nevir hard the same 
of befoir. The forme of the illand is triquetra, 
or thrie cornered, having thrie corneris or 
thrie sydis: tuo thairof, that is to say, the cor* 
ner towardis the east and the corner towardis 
the wast, both extending northwardis, ar the 
longest. The thryd syd, which is the south 
syd, is far shorter than the other, for the iU 
land is far longer of lenth than of breadth; 
and in the other tua pairtes is contained the 
lenth, evitx so in the last the breadth : in 
which place the breadth begineth, and so con- 
tinoweth or conteaneth from the south pairt to 
the north. It is bot narrow, the first and richt 
corner of which iliand eastwardis in Kent and' 
Dover and Sandwitch^ from theqce to Calice 
Of BtiUoigne in France, is th^e finst distance of 
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tbrettie tnyltis. Fra this angle, which is a- 
gainest France, to the thrid angle, which i$ 
(be north in Scotland, the mahae quhairof 
boundeth^vpovn the sea,bpt no land seine: 
And thair the land is iyk vnto ane warlge^ 
evin al the verie angle of the land rn Scotland* 
The leoth is 9^ win hundreth mjllis. Againe^ 
the lenib from the corner of Dover in Kent to 
the vttermost paiit ot Cornwall, beyond Saoct 
Micheallis Moot, which is the wast pairt^ or 
wast angle, is supposed to be thrie huo^ 
dreth my His. Frotii.this last angle, being the 
last and vttermost pairt of Cornwall, which 
hath ane prospect towardis Spaine ; in which 
pairt also standetb Irland; betuixt Brittane and 
Spaine, to the north angle, in the furthest 
pairt of Scotland, in the which pairt the iliand 
doeth end, the lenth is aught hundreth myllis ^ 
in which pairt thair be verrie guid heavines 
and saiff harboroughis for schipis^ and apt 
paFsages into Irland, being not past one dayes 
saiUing. Bot the schorter passage is fnom 
Waillis to Waterfoord, ane toun in Irland 
vpoun the sea coasts much Iyk to that |)assage 
Wuixt Dover and C^Jeise, or sun^iuhat moice. 
Bot the schorter pp^sage of dil is out of Scot- 
land fnom this lodt angle to Hamptouii, which 
is ahe Xoun vpoun the sea coast, with ane he^*" 
vin fio. called towardis the souths and thaii&ir 
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called Southamptoan. Betweine the angle of 
Trent and Cornwall they doe measure be 
straight lyne the haill lenth of the illand, 
and doe say that it containeth aucht hundreth 
myites; and the breadth from Meneva or 
Sanct Davidis to Yarmouth, which is the vt- 
termost pairt of the illand towardis the east, 
doe containe tua hundreth raylles ; for the 
breadth of the illand is in the south pairt, in 
which pairt is the front and beginning of the 
land, and ended narrow, as it war straight. So 
the circuit or compass of the land is auchtene 
hundreth myites, which, is twentie more nor 
Caesar doeth rekone or accompt. Thus endeth 
the discriptione of England, Scotland, Waillis, 
and Cornwaill. 
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King James the First beidg treasoiiablie 
slaine, and the tratouris slayeris of him ooii-* 
dignlie punisched and put to deattb for the 
same, yitt nevirtheles, the haill reatme was 
brokin and dirydit in the selff. For why? 
quh^ir thair is no awe of a king or prince, 
they that ar most furthie in the injayring and 
furth setting of thamselffis, leivis evir with- 
out measour or obedience after thair awin 
pleasour, and so lang as the king is youngs 
great men rignes at thair awin libertie, opres<«. 
sand all men, as they, without doubt, will be 
punisched thairefter. 

This James the First left bot onlie mi€ 
sone behind him> called James the Seooad> 

A 
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not past 9\iL ydres of aige, quho then was 
brought to Scoone, and crouned be the nobi- 
litie. But, becaus the king was not sufficient 
to governe the realme, for inlaik of aige^ the 
lordis maid ane conventioun to advyse whom 
they thought most able, both for manheid 
and witt, to tak the governement of the com- 
oun wealth in hand; att quhilk conventione, 
nane was thought more able nor Alexander 
Lfvingstoun, knicht of the Callendar, and 
thairfor was maid governour over all the 
realme : and als Sir Wiliiame Crichtoun wa» 
new approued chancier of Scotland, because 
he had worthielie exercised the same in. King 
James First, his tyme. 

In this meane tyme, Alexander, Earle of 
Douglas, being uerie potent in kine aad 
friendis, contemned all thekingis officeris, in 
respect of his great puissance, so that thair 
was manie complaintes maid of lym to the 
govietrnour and magistrates, and in' special! 
vpoun the men of Annerdaill : because .he 
not onlie spoilyied . the wholL countrie near^ 
est about him, hot also cruellie slew the io- 
dwellaris tbairof without any pitie: and-when 
he was comanded to repair for sick injuries 
done be him, he both ob&tinatlie disobeyed, 
and qIso stopped otheris that wold have mend*- 



ed thair offences ; and caused proclaime pub- 
licklie, that no man within Annerdaill dnd 
otberis boundis quhatsoever, pertaining to his 
dominiones, not to obey, and if he was call- 
ed, not to obey any of the kingis officeris un« 
der the paii^e of dead, alleadging, that he had 
priveledge of the king to decyd all matteris 
within the boundis forsaid. Quhairfoir, the 
nqbilitie that'warof guid zeall and conscience, 
sieing justice alluterlie smothered on everie 
syd, war higblie commoved at tb^ said Alex- 
ander, Earle of Douglas, but durst not at- 
tempt to punisch thairfoir, becaus they dred 
it sould provock greater troubles to tbam- 
eselffe^, and to the realme, if they wold in- 
vaid so gr^at ane man. 

Through this meane, the wholl youthis of 
Scotland begane to raige in mischiefe and 
lust, and so long as he was to punisch, meikle 
hirschip and stouth was ip land and borrowis, 
great crueltie of nobles amongest themselffis ; 
for slauchter, theft, and murther, was than 
patent, and so continewed day by day, sua 
that he was estemed the greatest man of re- 
noun, that was the greatest brigant, theife 
and murther; But they wer the cans of this 
mischeife that war governouris and magis- 
trates of the realme. 
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In this meane tyme, maQie great diseii-' 
Biope$ raise aiotongest vs, but it was Tiicertaiie 
quho war the moyeris, or .by quhat occasioiie 
the chancellar exercised such office, fardder 
nor became him. He keiped both the castle 
of Edinburgh and als our youog king thair- 
intill, quho was comraittti^d to his keiping be 
the haill ndbilitie,. and ane great pairt of the 
noblmen assisted to his opinion. Ypon the 
other syd, Sir Alexander Levingstoun, bear- 
and the authoritie committed to him be con- 
sent of the nobilitie, as said is, conteaned ane 
other fectione to whois opinion Queine mo- 
ther with monie of the nobilitie vme tvewlie 
assisted. So the principallis of both the fac- 
tiones, caused proclame lettres at mercat cro- 
cess, and principall villages of the realme^ that 
all men sou Id obey conforme to the forsaidis 
letters, sett forth be thame, vnder the paine 
of death. To the quhilk no man knew to 
quhom he sould obey, or to whois lettres he 
sould be obedient rnto. And als great trouble 
appeared in this realme, becaus thatr was no 
man to defend the burghes, preistis, and poor- 
men, and labouraris, hauntand to thair leisum 
bussines, aither privat or publick. These 
men, becaus of these ennormities, might not 
travell for theifis and brigantts, and siclyk 
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all vther weak and decripit persones who was 
VDable to defend themaelifis, or yitt to get 
fdod or fiustentatioua to thainselffis, war most 
cruellievext in sick itrooblous tymes* For 
when any. past to seik redrese at the chan- 
cellar of sick injuries and troubles sustained 
by thame, the theifis and brigantis^ feiozied 
themselffis to be of ane other factione, wold 
burae tbair houss and carrie tbair haill guidis 
and. getr away» or evir they returned thame 
agane. Aad evir sick mischeif befell these 
tbatyeid to plenaie to the governour of 'the 
oppressione done to thame. Some other guid 
men moved vpoun consid^atiounie aiMJ pi tie 
a{ thair present calamities, thoalled many sick 
iajuries, and cpnteined thamselffisat home^ 
and sought .no redf ese. In the mi^st of thir 
thingis and troubles; all thingis being out of 
ordour, Queine*motber begfime to find out 
ane. moyaoe, bow shoe sould diminisch the 
cfaanbeUouris power and augment the gover* 
nouiis-power» quhoisauthoritie sl>oe assisted* 
Sua shoe passed to Edinburgh, convoyed with 
a small traine. The chaiiCellour ressaived 
bir with gladnes^ and gave hir entres to visit 
bir zoung sone, and gave command, that 
qubensoevir the queine cam to ti|e Castle, 
it sould be patent to bir grace. But shoe 
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verie craftilie disembled, that she cam to in*' 

tercommouQ with nobles, alleadging that tbair 

was nothing that shoe hated so much as cruell 

warres and dissensione ; knowing that thair 

was great mischeife ingendred amang.the 

noblmen of the realme ; and . thairlbir, with 

ane gqid will, schoe wold, that all .discord 

\var sett a syd, and peace and- vnitie. to be 

nourisched aniong the nobles ; and desired 

also, that the king wax brought vp in the 

fear of God, and honorablie to all the sight of 

the .world : for in him lay the onlie hope and 

restitutione of the comoun-wealth to the awin 

estate ; and punischment of tran^ressouris for. 

the offences committit: at such troubk>u8 

tytm&i And. to bring tlus, purpose to. the lejT- . 

feci;,, schoe pnomised to imploy her haillcare 

and labouris to bring all the suhjectia of the 

re^^e lK> peace and rest. . 

.JBeitbir and Other such lyk wor^, -the 

chfiacellour removed all kynd of suspitione 

aqd. hatred out of his mynd, quhilk hesusi* 

pf^led the qjueine bure to him of a befoir. 

Sua followed sick familiaritie betwixt the 

chancellour and the queine with her assist*- 

aris, that shoe gatt credit to visit,, and to 

h^unt companie with hir sone, both day and 

night, without any impediment. 

6 
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Att the last, spying tyme and opportunitie to 
fuIiSU hir purpose, when shoe had ^ick liber- 
tie to enter and ische to the Castle, shoe gave 
the chancellour to vnderstand, that, ^he bad 
maid ane vow to pas to the quhyte ; kirk of 
Brechine, for the health and prospjerous suo 
ces of hir sone, etc ; desiring thairby, to have 
license ' to carrie away tua cofferis with hir 
cloathis and ornamentis forth of the castle, 
quhiik being granted to hir, shoe iodosed 
the zoung king in one of the cofferis, and biir 
cloathis in ane other coffer. Schortlie after^.th^ 
keiparis and watchmen of the castle [deceaved 
on this maner, she caused certain men] that 
kn€rw of hir purpose, to havie horssreadie tp 
carrie away the saidis cofferis to the SQhofir 
of Leith, quhdir the ' coffeijis war : imbark^^d 
togidder with hir self. And so shpe.p^sed 
forwardis into Stirling, and was atie gr^t 
pairt of 'the watter vpward.or evir the - keip- 
Wis of the castle cold perceave themselffis de- 
ceaved ; arid When the governour.vnderstood 
the' same, he cam sudderilie oi^t c^ tb/? castle 
of Stirff ng with all bis forces, and rec^fived the 
king and his mother with great blyttines and 
joy ; and estemed the queine bigblie tbjat shoe 
had attempted so high and waightie^ £(ne pur- 
pos, with great danger ^of hir lyffe^ and bqd 
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bitniglit the Qame to we praap^ousfynei both 
for the weilfair of the reiilme', aEid also pi tbt 
king hir sone. ThairiV>ir the goveraaur cal* 
led all his iriendis aod s^igt^Fi^ tp ^ne cpuiir 
sail, vpoon the third day thair^fter, anc) ^^^1 
to thame io this maoer. 

'* Quhat great iptpllerable and arrogant 
troubles, aiu) great oppre^^iooeef, be to our re«* 
bulk and schame, and bow ^e have sustainec} 
thame, hairtie freindi$, evprie one of yow doe 
knaw perfjrtlie, since &ir WUHam^ Crich- 
toun, captane of Edinburgh, wag promovedy 
now ailedged to the cbftncellarie of the realmf 
and keiping of tbe prifice ; for not oqlie he^ 
he maid the whdl land perteaniug to ttie lining, 
tributeris to him, wlia is ^n higho^cer, ho| 
also wdid have oppreased ws with in^pffevabl^ 
tyrranie, and swa should h&vp vsurped 4)1 
riches, honour, and authoritie, 9D|i w|^ brocht 
to poveriie, schame, and vtt^r miseqe, if he 
had boldin forward his viek^d purpose aiid 
intent. Hes he nc^ laboiir^d evir s^Qi^n€|, 
without any punishment of wicked jiv^ris 
and perturbatouris of the coinrppnweallh, tp 
compell ajl men to obey his cbairg^s i He qpt 
onlie laboured also to dresa apd set forth all 
matteris, both privat and publick^ qiihilk ns 
if he had beine suppreme magiatraAi ^pprpv- 
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ed by the wittis of this renloie, but doubt, if 
tbisni;^!^ YomaUtOursoueran^ mother, through 
her great wisdome and prudencie, aud sp^ciail 
of the Aloaigbti^ God, had oot helped ws all 
the spoaer^ we had thoalled aharplie perse*- 
cution, aiair nor any of ws could have per- 
ceaved. Shoe passed to the chancellour, sr 
i;aipe3t my will indeid, becaus I knew his 
subtijitie, he had so oiervellous ane forsight . 
of all kynd ot suspitione, or of ony craft or 
f^aud that may redound to his hurt or darop«- 
n^^. Zitt, w ith ane marvellous cpuceat, shoe 
has takin aw^y her son^e^ and brocht him now 
to ws^ qubairby 1 vnderstandt that the wyaest 
man is not at all tymes sickerest, nor yitt 
th^ hardiest man happiest. Now» the chan* 
cellar^ notirvithstanding of his great wisdome 
and forsight, with great shame, hath lost the 
.^ing9 ynder the cuUour of ^uhois authoritie 
he overrane everie man, lyke ane greidie and 
ynsa^iable tyrcant, without all regaird of trew 
honour or humanitie, Quhat evir he pur- 
poi^ to doe, he sett it fvrth vnder precept 
ofthfikipg, qubairby the poore people should 
tak the grea.ter fear and dreadour to disobey 
him. $ot now his chaiice ia both ^chameiuU 
and miserable, and everie man will laugh 
him to scome; m^? be the contrair to ws 
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great honour, and the rather, that we have 
in oar handis the king, quhilk we desir a- 
boue all creatour on the earth. Be of guid 
comfort, thairfoir, all the mischeife, banisch- 
ment, troubles, and wexatione, quhilk the 
chancellour thought to have done to ws, latt 
ws doe the lyk to him ; latt ws also tak up 
sum band of men of warre, and everie ma A 
efter his power, send secreit messages to tharr 
freindis, that they, and everie one that fe- 
vouris ws, may conveine togidder quytelie in 
Edinburgh earlie in the morning, sua that the 
chancellour sou Id not knaw ws to cum for the 
seidging of the castle, whill we have the 
«eidge evin beltit about the wallis, sua yea sail 
have subject to yow all that wold have arro- 
gantlie oppressed yow. I knaw that we have 
strenth eneugh for this effect, if our heartts 
serve us. But I say, the perrill and oppres- 
sione that yea have beine in on the ane pairt, 
the commoditie, friedome and opportunitie of 
tyme, on the other pairt, with the great ho» 
noures and glorie that will follow thairvpoon, 
sould persuad you more nor my wordis can 
doe : we inlak nothing but hardiment ; cou- 
rage, chance and fortoun, quhilk we think to 
say, will supplie the rest.*' 

Quhen the governoar had said, everie man 
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>K^itli ane gkid hairt and ivill promised to as-> 
sist him with all thair sireoth: yea albeit An 
chibsdd earle of Douglas wold concur with 
the chancellar in his contrair : and the Qdeine 
promised to furniache the men of warre with 
vittual out of hir awin garneris, the tyme of 
the seidge. Attour shoe said, that no man 
mistered to tak fear of the earle of Douglas, 
that he wold cum and support the chancel- 
lour, for he hated him so much, that he wisch- 
^d. nothing more nor the ruine of the lord 
Creichtounes faous, and his postei^itie rooted 
^ut allwto'lie. Throw this everie manf tuik 
better courage, and promised to doe all that 
lay, in them lor performing of the gov^mouris 
command and chairge: and thai rafter the con*, 
veivtione dissolved, and everieman went home 
to mak him readie to the effect forsaid. 

Bot now latt ws returne againeto our pur* 
pose. The chancellour persaved himselff so 
done, crafti lie deceaved be hi&foes, he thought 
th^^ir was nothing to follow thairupon, (in res- 
pejct of the want df the king,) but vtter ruine 
and destructione of his hous, kine, and 
frejndis, and thairfior took purpose to send 
a^e message to the earle of Douglas, and de- 
sired to have support of him againes the go- 
veirnour and Queine, quham he supposed 
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wold cutt schortlie to invaid bim; qnhiik 
if be wold doe, he promised faithfiiUie to mak 
the said earle mutaall support, and souid 
stand bis friend leiilie aad trewlie beyond 
all. utberisi etc. when it sould chance bim to 
have adoe with his enemies. The message 
scan the endit/tfae earle. Douglas with an in 
full countenance, lykeas if he had been wood 
and furious, amired him againe* ^^ It is hot li- 
tle skaith I think for me, albeit sick misohei* 
Tous traytouris as Sir sWilliame Cridbtoun 
aad Alexander Livingstoun, whom yea call 
goveroour, moue waif es contrair otberis, and 
als it beconleth not the honorable estait of 
noblmen to help any of them, albeit ilk aoe 
of thame wraick vtheris, so that tbair war not 
sick eqe thing as any memorie of tbame beir- 
after to our posteritie. As to myseiff^ tbait is 
nothing more pleasant than to hear of warre 
and discord betixt them tHa vnbi4>pie tyr-^ 
rantis ; and namlie, quhair the beginning of 
thsvir dissensione is not groundit vpoun ane 
guid cans, bot vpoun ane scbamfull and wick'^ 
ed ground, wold God I might sAe ane miseiw 
able miscbeif to befall thame both, sieing 
they have deserved the same condignlie throw 
thair awin ambitione^ falsbood, pryd, aad 
bight. « For I knaw it is the just judgment 
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of God, that deceitful tyrrantiS(, setting tbaif 
whoU purpos and intent to wraik otfaeris, ac<- 
cording to thair deraerites, sbuld be punisched 
in the sight of the world : and special lie, they 
have so oft offended noblemen and simple 
men of guid lyffe and conversatioun/' 

Soone be the chancellour had ressaved this 
answer, the governor had belted the seidge 
about the Castle, and invaided the same so 
scharpUe, that, that not being forseine, nor 
provydit tb^ foir in tyme, the chancellour 
tuik purpose to render the same in the go* 
vernouris handis ; and to bring the same more 
easilie to effect, he requeisted the governour 
be atie, hot tua dayes trewis, that he might 
cum furth to the feildis bcfoir the yettis, and 
talk and intercommoun with him vpoun sun* 
drie effaires concerning the commounwealth, 
and als promised him, be the feith of his bo* 
die, to schow him that thing, that wold re«- 
dound to both thair proffeittis and securities 
contrair otheris, that hated them both as one. 
The governour, glaid of this message, ac*» 
companied with a small number of his freindis, 
as was conveined betuixt thame, mett the 
ehancelVour at the place appoyntted, quhair 
the chancellour reveilled the scharp answer of 
the earle Douglas^ that he sent to .him,, whert 
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he sought support to eschew the governouri^ 
present wraith, saying that he wisched no- 
thing more than that eyerie ane of thame 
sould distroy otheris : quhairfoir, said he, 
*^ since this wickednes andeviil is equall ma- 
nifest to ws both, and in the meane tyme, 
if it sail chance ws any fardder to continew 
in this feid, it sail redound to his advantage^ 
and to our great skaith and schame : quhair- 
by we tuo salbe ane easie prey to the earle 
Douglas, our commoun enemie ; and thairfor 
I wold we had regaird to the veilfair of our 
selffis and freindis. If our dissentione have 
any fardder progres it wilbe manifest more 
noysum vnto us, nor if we had warres with 
our vnfreindis : and as to myselff, I remove 
all rancour of mynd, seiking frielie from the 
bottome of my hairt your peace and kyiid* 
nes ; and am both content to render the 
Castle, and my selff in your handis, in what 
conditione yea pleas, willing to be ane fayth- 
full and obedient servant to the Prince and 
your selff, so long as yea bear the governe* 
ment of the realme, efter the adwyse of the 
kingis counsellouris and youris/' 

The governour hard thir wordis verie plea«* 
santli^ iand had guid hope of better to follow 
thaiipvppi)n, thinkand weill that this present 
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discord, put to rest, and the commounweill 
put to quyetnes, he sould more easilie repres 
all injunes; within the realme ; and thairfbir 
with ane hairtie countenance, requeisted the 
chancellour to be willing to doe as he said ; 
and if be keipit his promise trewlie, he sould 
Gutt of all the wicked memberis and pertucba- 
touris of the commounwealth, and ruU the 
realme from thence, with great tranquil! tie 
and peace. Then, bot any stay alsoone as 
he had put himselfe in the king and gover- 
nouri? will, and delyvered the keyis of the 
Castle insigneand takin oftberendringthair^ 
of frielie, he requeisted the benevolence of 
the haill nobilitie present for the tyme, quho 
held (him from thence forth, not as ane ene- 
mie, hut as ane principall pillar of the com* 
moun Weill. Efter this^. the governour was res- 
olved in the: Castle with great triumph and 
joi„ and then Sir Williaoie Crichtoun res* 
saived.agaiQe;both the gift qf the castle and 
chancellarie, lykas, he h^ befoir. Throw 
the.quhilk dnylie amitie and freindschip in- 
creased betweene the governour and chan* 
qellou^, and tbeir freindis.on everie syd, that 
all mfBB supponed the same to indure for evar 
Tnt>rokiB.> 
In this roe^ne tyqie, qubill the countrie 
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was walterrand to and firo in this maner, 
thair was nothing bat murtber, thift, and 
slauchter in the south and wast of Scotland, 
for Sir Thomas Boyd slew Sir Allane Stewart 
of GrartuUie, knycht, at Pawmatt Home, thrie 
myilies from the Falkirk, for old feid that 
was betuixt thame, the third yeir after the 
death of King James the First. Quhilk death 
was soone rerenged thairefter ; for Alexander 
Stewart, to revenge his brotheris slauchter, 
manfuliie sett vpoun Sir Thomas Boyd in 
plaine batle, quhair the said Sir Thomas was 
cruelKe slaine with manie valient men o& 
everie syd. It was foughttn that day so man* 
fhllie, that both the pairties wold vttef and 
leive otheris sundrie tymes, and recounter 
againe at the sound of the trumpett, quhill 
at the last, the victorie inclyned to Sir Alex- 
ander Stewart, as said is. And sua the haill 
southwast of Scotland was divydit into tiia 
pairtis, and nevir tuik rest quhill the deceas 
of the earle of Douglas, quho depairtit this 
present lyfe in the hot fevir at Lastalrige, in 
the yeir of God 1439 yeires, to quhom Wit 
liame his sone succeided, ane young man of 
fourteine yeires of age, gottin vpoun Matitd 
Lindsay, dochter to the earle of Crawford, 
quhom the said Archibald maried at Dundie 
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samtymes with &ick pomp, and triutnpb, that 
the iyk was ne vir $Gae at no manes nuirtages. 
This Williame was the stXit belted carle of 
the bous of Douglas. . He was ane young man 
of singular guid appetrance at the begioning, 
but ajlasei the tender youth, if it be not 
broucbt vp in the fdar of Gbd^ is.so easielie 
corrupted^ that it inclynes rather to'vyce thaa 
vertevir^ and that throw the miseheiFoua ooin«i^ 
panie of harlottts and flatteraris^ qubilkis ar 
the most vnhappie and ticked .pest that erir 
niaDi of quhatsoeviF estate or cpnditiOoe he 
be of, tnay be infested with. Fot if this 
yoong gentloiian had cttm io godlie and honest 
companies without doubt he had b^ne ane 
mkn of singular good witt and manhoods But 
he hliuated proud and Vngodlie /aenes doin«' 
panie, and thairby h€|, to the great conCemp* 
tione of the kingi^ auctoritie, at all tymes ad» 
companied aboue his estate quhair evir he ifaid, 
convoyed with a thousand hoimmeny att sum 
tymes tuo thousand and moe; amongest whom, 
he mantained ane great number. of theiiis 
and murthereris, and wold bring thaitle to 
Edinburghe, or any other toun, of aett pur- 
pose in the kingis sight, to latt him vnder- 
stand his mtghtie power that he might raise. 
Attour he thought himselff sicker imd frie 

B 
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from the injures of all enemies if he repre*^ 
sen ted the same arrogance his father did vse 
befoir. And sua be not ' onlie imbraced the 
haill forme and maner of his fatheris condi- 
tionies, bot also surmonted his pryd and hight 
abone the expectatioun of onie man. He 
eikit his housold meikle mair nor it was 
befoir in his fatheris tyme ; and als be the 
persuasioun of flaterreris, he conduced many 
wicked tyrrantis out of all countries to dcr 
pend ypon him, quhairfoir h^ might be the 
more dred and awfull to eyerie man, quhill at 
the last he<tuik sic waine conceat of himselff 
within his boundis, that be the vaine flat- 
terrie c^ his* dependant, he thought ^no man 
within the tealme might be his fallow or coib- 
panion.t Fpr it is said', he* thoqght it* bot a 
small matter to oyerthrow kqightis ; and thair« 
foir to advance his mightie power, he beld 
parliamentis within his' awn boundis, with- 
out advyce of the king. 

Sir James Stewart, brother to the Lord 
Lome, quha maried King James the First his 
wayff, assisted be the earle of Douglas, and 
that through sum disensione that was be- 
tuixt him, the govemour^ and chancellour. 
By quhat occasione they discorded, can no 
man tell. ' It was thought, he sieing the 
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countrie so divydit as said is, to have had 
Bum rule in the realme alsweill as any other, 
be reasoun he had marled the kingis mo- 
ther. The gorernour, to repres Sir James 
Stewartis insolencie, took him, with his bro-^ 
ther, and kest them both in prisone, dreadand 
if they had resorted long in the earle Dou- 
glas companies that he sould have had great- 
er difficuitie to repres thair iiisoiendie and tir- 
ranie. ' • 

The Queine, perceived to be highlie corn- 
moved at hir husband and brotherrs imprison*^ 
ment, was wkirdit also with the gbvernour 
within the Castle of Stirling, quhilk was in 
his awin keiping at that tyme, and was de- 
tained thair, and nevir was relaxed quhill thair 
was ane conventioun maid of the wholl no-* 
bilitie; in quhois presence it behoved hir 
to mak hir purgatione that shoe was, frie of 
all misrule committed be hir husband, nor 
gaive no counsall thairto. And also, if evir 
chanced him ony maner of way to trouble the 
realme or molest ony of the subjectis thairof, 
that shoe should not be participant* thairof in 
tymcuming. '-^ 

Efter this, the said Sir James and his bro- 
ther war relaxed, and lattin furth at the re- 
queistof theChahcellour; and als Sir Alex- 



so CBONICLBS OF SCOTLAND. 

ander Seatoun alias Gordoun, the first earle of 
Huntlie, obleist bim» and becanie cautioner 
that sick enormities, contrair the king and 
goveraour, shoui4 not be committed vnder the 
paine of four thousand markis, nor yitt to 
usurp nething at his awin handis, imther of- 
fice nor ai|ctoritie concerning the commoun- 
wealth* Albeit the governour punisched and 
corrected not tbir men according to thair de- 
merites, yitt he punisched with great rigour 
vtheris ncht honorabill and ancient men, 
quha vpoun ane small suspitione that he 
tuik of pny of thame, he cpmpelled thame to 
compone for thamaelfis^ quhilk was ane verie 
hard thing, in respect he was governour of 
the realme* Utheris Uiat were manifest op- 
pressouris w^r i^ot onUe thoalled to persevir, 
bot ony punise^iment of thair wickednes, hot 
aUo was remitted, although they had com- 
mitted nevir so great crymes. This was done 
without the chancellouris counsally quhair-^ 
with he was highlie offendit. For he thought 
Weill, by this fascbione of the governouris, 
both he and his auctoritie sould be contemp- 
ned, and the comounweill, without regaird, 
wikedlie pverthrowne* But he suppressed 
the apger of his heart, quhill he saw better 
occasione ; and thairby took purpose to pas 
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liome to Edinbarghe, a<id thair to coftteine 
himselff quhill he war better adwysed. 

All thid tjme the governour remained with 
the king and his mother, in Stirling, and re« 
tained ane gritt gaird of men of warre, as vse 
IS in Scotland in all sick tfoubloiis tymes, 
about him ; and albeit he Vnderstood the 
chancellour to be ane maii of high spirit and 
couri^e, not willing to suffer so maffiy vrongis, 
as he had gotten, vnrevengedl if his power 
wold serve thairto ; yitt nottheles, in respect 
* he was govarnour, and having the king in his 
keiping, and thairfoir all the realme wotd and 
should obey him, he regairded no man, ruling 
afl thingia at hi9 pleasour, bot ony adwyse or 
consultatione of vtheris nobles in the realme. 

When thir thingis war in doeing, Williame 
earle of Douglas sent Malcome Fleming of 
Cumbernaldy and Allane Lawder, ambassa- 
douris vnt<> Charles the Sewinth of that name, 
king of France, to give him the dukrie of Tu- 
rane, perteaning to him in heritage, quhilk his 
guidschir, quha wasslaine at the batle of War* 
wettj [Verneuil] for the defence and libertie of 
France, joysed and bruickit of befoir, and pro*- 
mised faithfullie, that qiihatsoevir was con- 
teined in the chartour maid thairon, that he 
sould fulfill the same exactlie, lykeas his for- 



3S CROMIC&ES OF SCOTLAN0. 

bearis.did befoir him. Charles, moved with 
great love and zeall that he buir to the kingis 
of Scotland and thair leiges, granted glaidlie 
to thair requeist and message, and gave to 
him and his procuratouris the haiii landis and 
rentis in France quhilkis his gaidschir had a 
befoin UpouQ the other syd, the said noble 
earle of Douglas ambassadouris, gave thair 
oathis of fidelitie to the King of France and 
his succesBouris to doe all thingis concerning' 
his pairt, as said is^ 

The message, sped with sick happie sue-* 
cess, caused this earle of Douglas, being of 
tender aige, to be puffed up with new ambi- 
tione and greater pryd nor he wa§ befor^ as 
the nature of youth is ; and als prydfuU ty- 
rantis and flatererris that war about him, throw 
this occasione spurred him evir to greater tyr-* 
ranie and oppressione nor any man vont to 
doe. This mischeife range not onlie in the 
south and southwasty hot also the men of the 
Illes inyaided sundrie pairtis of Scotland at 
that tyme, both be fir and sword, and in spe- 
ciall the Lennox was whoUie overthrowne. 
The principall men of the liles was Lachlen 
Macklend and Murdo Gibsone, tuo great 
theifis and murdereris. And, to resist thir 
cruell tratouris and murdereris, Johne Cul* 
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i^heine of Luihase gathered ane companie c^ 
men, and fought at Lochlowmond,besyd Inch» 
myrrine, quhair he being oversett with* ane 
great multitud of men of warre, wiis slaioe, 
with monie of his folkis, figbtand manfuUie 
to the dead ; and few of the men of the illes 
war slaine, and wan gritt victorie. Thairfoir 
tratouris became so proud and so insolent^ 
thait they brunt and hirried kirkis quhairevir 
they cam, and spaired nather old nor young, 
bairn nor wayffi bot cruelKe wold burne thair 
hous and thame togidder, if they maid any 
obstacle; or else, if they maid no debait, with- 
out considerdtioun or pitie, wold, with thair 
wayffis and bairnes, not wittand of sick occa« 
sione, cruellie murder and stick thame in thair 
bedis, bot ony regaird of old or young. Thus 
they reigned through the realme bot ony re- 
spect of God or man. 

In this yeir, quhilk was the yeir of God 
1439 yeires, thair raise ane great dearthe of 
victuallis within the realme, pairtly becaus 
the labouraris of the ground might not sow 
nor win the cornes throw the tumiiltis and 
cumberis in the countrie, and pairtlie, quhilk 
is most apparentlie to be trew, was the verie 
wraith and ire of God to catis ws to knaw 
our selffis, and, through that scourge, to pro* 
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Toek WB to amendment of lyfe. Thair rang 
also at this tyme ane terrible pest in the 
countries fi)r ail men that war infected thair- 
urith died that same day he tuik it, hot ony 
remedie or help. 

Attour, albeit thir plagues and scourges 
rang amongest ws, yitt nevirtheles sum men 
maid thame nevir to amend thair lyfes, bol 
daylie became worse. Divers vtheris, that 
plenzied vpoun the enormities that they sus* 
tained, they gatt little or no redrese, quhair- 
by the people began to wearie and cours that 
evir it chanced thame to live in sick wicked 
and dangerous tymes. It was than whispered 
out throw the realme, that the governour 
was the haill mischeife and mover of all that 
range for the tyme within the realme, aU 
ledging, that since he gat the govemement 
everie man supponed that he buir greater 
favour to bluidie mischeivous tyrrantis nor 
it became him. And for the hatred that he 
buire to the chancellour, he drew also to his 
assistance and familiaritie the aarle Douglas, 
and maintained him onlie for the chanceU 
louris distructione and ruine. But how soone 
he knew the same perfytlie, and that everie 
man meined that it soald retume and re* 
dound to hia great hurt, that the governour 



JAMES II. 95 

and the earle war confederat, he began to con^ 
mdder and pause thairvpoun verie earnestlie^ 
and tuik purpose to doe sum. bardie and wit- 
tie act, quhairthrow be sould hazard bimselfe, 
kine and ireindis to be out of his perrill, or 
eke to be hirri^d and perrill all for evir. 
Quhill at the last, when he had sum knaw« 
ledge quhair the king was at his pastime, 
and quhat folkia accompanied him be ex* 
pleratouris; he, accompanied with certane 
chosin men, past his way to the park of Stir« 
ling vpoun ane mirk night, and gave com- 
mand to his freindis to be in readines with 
thair whoU forces to assist him in the way^ 
imd to ly near band betuixt Linlithgow and 
Stirling, if be had beina persued scharplie be 
his vnfriendis. And they that cam with him« 
selff, to the number of ane bunder men all 
armed, cam in sundrie pairtis and di versa 
passages, for eschewing of suspitione, that 
ony man might perceave concerning the pur- 
pose if they had mett him. Wpoun the mome, 
in the momeing, the chancellour happened 
better nor any man supponed, for evin at the 
breaking of the day, the king cam out of the 
Castle to hunt and pas his tyme, convoyed 
with ane small number of horsmen, as bis vse 
was ; or evir he could perceaue thq chanceU 
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loans folkis lying^for him, he was invironed 
and circuit round about, quha altogidder sa- 
luted the king with great reverence and hi;i- 
militie/ quhilk being done, the chimcellour 
requeisted his grace effectuouslie that he 
wold be so good to declair him selff out of 
that prisone quherin the governour most 
wickedlie deteined him, to the great skaith 
and dampnage of the commounwealth ; ex* 
orting him thairfoir to pas to Edinburgh or 
ony other pairt of Scotland, quhair erir he 
pleased, and he sould convoy him furth of all 
menis danger againes the beartis of all these 
that wold the contrair. Attour it became ane 
king or prince to live frielie and inspyring 
aboue all otheris, and not subject to any 
wassalis correctioun or chastisment, for that 
was the Weill of thame that wisched his weil- 
fair. 

Thir wordis said, the king began to smyll, 
quairthrow they vnderstood the king to be 
content of thair cuming, and glaid to pas 
with thame, and thairfoir hint his hors 
be the brydle, and convoyed him away to 
Edinburgh. Att this tyme, some of the kingis 
serwantis that came out with him, maid abs- 
tacle and debaitt ; hot the governouris eldest 
sone, Alexander Levingstoun, forbad thame 



to.mak any impediment, saying, it was but 
ana vaine thing to stry ve with so xnanie armed 
men, s^eqallie quhair thair was no danger ; 
it is raither better at that tyme to sustaine 
ane schame albeit thair wa9 none, and more 
necessar to give p\ace to thair enemies, nor 
to attempt a thing aboue strength. It is the 
law and cours of fortoun, he is nearest perrill 
and decay that sittes highest on the wheill, 
and be the contrairie, will extoU and illustrate 
thame that be farthest castin doun. 

Soone after that the king had takin the gaitt 
to Edinburgh^ thair mett him thair more nor 
four thousand armed men to assist him, be 
the chancellouris convoy^ if any man wold 
have invaidit him ; and receaved him with 
gritt joy and glaidnes. Or evir the goveri^our 
gait word the king was placed in Edinburgh, 
for it chanced the goveruour to be ane dayes 
jorneyout of Stirling at that tyme. But when 
he gott word that the king was away, he sped 
him to Stirling againe with all diligence, 
greatlie greived in his mynd ; and adwysed 
him greatlie quhat was to be done for this 
wicked work done to him; for it greived 
him more nor all the troubles he had befoir, 
and was o^ore crabed with himselfe, being es- 
teimed with all within the realme, ane man of 
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singular guidwitt and manheid, that he sou Id 
have beineso negligent and slouthfull in keip* 
ing of the king, quhairby his mfreindis had 
greater occasione to have him in dirisione. 
Attour the governour brunt with anger with-* 
in himselff, that he was so mischeived in his 
behalfe, he leiving hisfreindis and familiaris 
with the king, quho knew nothing of this vn* 
happie fortoun that had chanced him, whom 
all his enemies desired above all thtngis day 
and night, and as he beletved nothing more 
nor falshood amongest thamselffis at him, in 
respect of his enemies facil prey, hour and 
tyme sojustlie keeptt, and the kingis glaid 
depairting but ony debaitt or impediment. 
Quhen he had paused in this maner vp and 
doun reasoning with himselflP for his slouth** 
fulnes, he begane to adwyse how he sonld 
eschew all danger present and to cum ; and 
considerred that it was vnsicker to committ 
his lyfe and honour in binding vp of bondis 
with the earle Douglas, who was but ane 
young man without experience or knawledge 
of sick high and weightie matteris, follow- 
ing the Gounsall of waine greidie flatterrei^i^, 
overrunand everie man that he might over* 
cum, but law or reasone : throw the quhilk 
everie man that favoured the comounweill. 
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estemed him as ane deadlie enemie, and not 
ane trew leidge of the realme ; and .9ua he 
thought that if he wold fuUie leive the chao-* 
cellour and Ttheris, his faythfuU freindis, and 
coUige with the earle Douglas^ in contempt 
of the chancellour, quho wold have vraiked 
thame hoth a befoir, it sold be ane readie 
way to caus himselfe, kin and freindis to be 
dispigbted and lightlied be the wholl nobih'tiei 
and be depryved of his governance, to his 
great dishonour and schame at the last, his 
bairnes, kine, and freindis, wraikit allutter* 
lie, and himselfir compelled to leave the realme 
for eviT. Schortlie he consulted with his 
freindis qubat they thought best to be done in 
this matter. The same reasoned to and fro 
be men of good experience, they thought do« 
thing better nor disemble all offences that 
was bygane^ with all quarrellis and debaittes 
betuixt the chancellour and him to be sett a 
syd, and to be at vnitie and eoilcord as they 
war a befoir. 

The governour thought this counsall uerie 
guid and aweit, and thairfoir by all menis ex« 
pectatione passed his way to Edinburgh, ac* 
companied with ane small aumber ei folkis : 
and that be the draucht and counsall of tua 
wyse and prudept prelattiSt being in Edin^ 
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burgh for the tyme, to witt, William Lich- 
toun, bishop of Aberdene, and John Innes, 
bischope of Murray, quha had beine with 
the chancellour, alsweill as with the gover« 
nour, in all tymes bygane ; quha maid gritt 
trarell to bring tfaame to concord and peace. 
Quhill at last they broucht thame within 
Sanct Geillis kirk, voyd of all companie ex- 
cept ane small number of thair most speciall 
fteindis, without veapones^ and the gover- 
nour begane in maner following. *' Quben I 
was in companie sundrie and divers tymes 
with wyse and prudent men, weill beseine in 
histories both new and old, oft tymes I have 
hard them say, that sober guidis and gear, 
with peace and concord, growis ay more and 
more to great substance at the last, and be 
the contrair richt potent men through ane small 
dissensione, has [bene] brought to ane vtter 
vraik and hirschip. Not onlie have we this 
in ancient histories of other realmes, but als 
we have the experience daylie amongst our 
selffis. Quhat skaith and dampnage, by the 
displeasure of our heartis, quhilk is worst of 
all, have we both sustained ? Quhat lose of 
guidis and geir, familiaris and freindis, have 
we had since the beginning of our dissen- 
sione ? As I beleive thair ar men leivand can 



JAMES II. 31 

■ 

tell of treutb, we have nather strenth nor riches 
we had a foefoir, nor yitt are we in so honorable 
estate, nather with nobles nor withcommonies, 
as we war vont to be when concord was amongst 
ws. Thir civill warres and dissensiones makis 
ws both as one odious to the people, and becaus 
it diminisches our fieime and honour, qubtlk 
more app^rteanis to ws nor our lyves. 1 wold 
we took example of the thingis bygane and of 
the thingis that ar to cum. I am forsooth 
the more offendit that we tua, to whom the 
governance of the realme is most gaineand, 
and thairfor was givin to ws be the wholl 
Bobilitie, sould be holden as mocking stokis 
to everie main, and esteimed as prydfull and 
ambitious tyrrantis, and to be the onlie cans 
of so great murther and thift, quhairby the 
wholl realme may be ane easie prey to our 
enemies : for they desir nothing more nor our 
dissensione, beholding till we tuo be rootted 
out allutterlie, throw the quhilk all law and 
justice salbe contemned, and everie man that 
pleassis sail put hand in the kmgis awin per- 
sone, or els abuse all governance and autho- 
ritie. Remember thairfoir, that the nobilitie 
has put ws in this place, quhill the kingis ma«- 
jestie cum to perfy te aige, to hold this realme 
in tranquillitie on everie pairt : to repres all 
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seditious tyrrantis. For be our dissensione 
the realme is wraiked aud betraysed> and not 
rulled and governed as it sould be. I beseik 
the thairfoir, if thow has any favQur to the 
priDce or the realme, that yow will r^nuqce all 
rancour of heart, whairthrow the common- 
wealth is wreaked; and latt w» b^. jrecon* 
ceilled againe to our old freindschip tt^at was 
betuixt ws: for friendschip is the happi^t band 
that can be maid for the veilfair of the realme 
and countrie : without the quhilk no man pri* 
vat nor publick may be profitable to bim- 
selff, nor to the commqun wealth, andtbairfoir 
latt all injures be sett a syd,,haviBg the weil- 
far of this realme affixed befoir our eyis : And 
that thow sould grant the rather to my re- 
queist, I forgive all vrongis doue to me, and 
als sail repair all vrongis and offencis done be 
me, to thy pleasour and will. Attour, the king 
sail remaine in thy governance and keiping^ 
quhill he cum to perfy te aige, becausbis fay thir 
when he was a lyve, committed him to thy cure 
and chairge. And as to my awin pairt, I desir 
nothing more bot ilk ane of ws to love amither 
heartilie as it becumes ws to doe : and it be- 
cumes ws to do sae that the nobilitie with the 
comounes of the realme, may sie and under- 
stand ws to be fay thfuU governooria and ma- 
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gistratiA of the same; puniseheris of trans- 
gressouris and manteinatis of equitie and 
justice. The quhilk if we doe not, ii^ hot 6e^ 
ceit amongset ourselffis, regairding our awin 
^vat wining) more nor the weilfair of the 
realmie ; then our geir and substance vanisch- 
ed away evir, ourselffis, wayffls, and baitnes 
put to wreak ; and that which is worst of all» 
th^ king salbe in danger, and tint betnixt ws ; 
his treasouris and riches cum to nought ; and 
flnallie throw our prydefull vaine ambitione 
the real me salbe ane eaaie and facile prey to 



cmr enemies." 



Whan the Governour had said, the Chan-^ 
cedloor ansred in maner following. 

^* It is TUknawin to all the leidges of the 
realme, that I detested in all tymes bygane, all 
kind of seditione and cirili warres, setting my 
wboU intent and labouris to eschew the samyne 
efter my power ; and as to this present discord 
newlie raised amongest ws, which is intendit 
throw prydfttU and yaiiie ambitione^ glaidlia 
with my heart wold it war slokined fnrth and 
sett a syd, that tharr sould not be so much as 
ane spark or ony kind of memorie thairof in 
tymcnming: least it sould throw small oc-* 
casione^ raise and kindle greater hatred than 
evir was ftmongest ws. I knaw perfyUie, so \ 
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long as discord aod latent hatred rigUe^ a- 
mongest ws, thair sail nevir be riches nor 
grace in this realme, and thairfoir, I cannot 
refuise both the honorable and thankfuU con- 
ditiones to my selff, and also nesessar for the 
weUfare of the resdme, and speciallie quhair 
they cum of frie will vncoacted or compelled. 
For I desir all menis amitie and freindschip^ 
and speciallie of thame that ar goveniouris 
of the commounwealth* Yitt it is not decent 
that aither of ws decerne vpoun this matter, 
nor ye prescryve ane forme and faschione at 
the aggriement of this present discord, For 
it is contrair to all law and reasone, that any 
minister the law to himselff : by that quhat- 
evir the ane discerne, the other sal be discon- 
tent thairwith and plen^ie, that the same was 
done, by all the headis and talking thai; was 
amongest ws necessar. . Thairfoir, I thifnk it 
is forme that sum prudent man equallie for ws^ 
both, quha favoures the ^ommounwealth, be 
chosin of both the pairties, at whose arbitrie- 
ment and sentence we sail repair all the of- 
fences bygane, with any other thing con*» 
cerning the governement of the countrie. For 
all men that hes any perfyte favour thairfor, 
will : not. onlie be cairfuli. for this couoisall^ 
and spend thair geir, hot also wiU wair thair 
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lyves to the advancement and weilfair of the 
same, and speciallie, they who ar placed 
ahoue otheris, as ane perfyte example of ad- 
ministratione, equitie, and justice." 

Thus, on this wayes, all thair friendis on 
both sydes that stood about^ begane to extoU 
and love thame both, with great tlianksgive- 
ing, that they both regairded the compoLOun- 
wealth so meikle, and preferred the same 
to all privat quarrellis and debaittes. Then 
both the parties war comprivat to thair oathis 
to stand at the sentence of the arbitratouris 
chosen be thame both^ quha schortUe brought 
thame both to vnitie aud concord, and final- 
lie so friendh'e confederat, that nevir any of 
them appeared to faill to a nother againe. 

Schortlie thairefter thair was ane parliament 
sett at £dtDbuTgh, to mak statutes for the re- 
pairing of the commoun wealth to. the auld 
estate. Att this parliametit so many and in- 
numerable complaintes was givin in, quhairof 
the lyk was nevir seine a befoir. Thair was 
so many widowes, bairnes^ and infanti8> seik- 
ing redrese fbr thair husbandis, kine, and 
fireindis, that war cruelJie slaine be wicked 
murthereris, and sicklyk many for hirschip» 
thift, and murther^ that it wold have pitied 
any man to have hard the samyne« Schortlie. 
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thift and murther was cum ia sick ddlyance 
amongest the people, and the kiogis actis 
cum in sick contemptione, that do man knew 
quhair to seik refuge, vnlese he iiad sworae 
himselfe to sum commoua murther or bloodie 
tyrrant, to maintaine hion eoatrair the inva- 
vioon of otheris ; or else had givin largelie 
of his gear to sare his lyfe, and to give hi en 
peace and rest. 

Quhen the lordis of partiament had coa- 
sulted long tyme, and tn quhat manear the of-* 
fences sou Id be a mendit aad repaired ; and ak 
perceayed the earle Douglas to be the pria- 
cipall catis of these enormities ; and, by rea- 
soun of his riches, kiae and freiadis, they 
could not reprove his tyrranie be strenth nor 
might, tbairfoir sent pleasant writingis to him, 
purposing to cutt him off be slight, suhtiltie^ 
and craft, requeisting right effiectuouslie the 
said earle and his brother to cum in for the 
assistance of the commoun wealth, qufailk with- 
out him, his kine and freindis, the cominouii* 
wealth could not i>e goodlie ruUed ; for, since 
they had absteined from the ruUing thairof, it 
was all near wvaiked andcum to nought. Sick 
coUoured and painted itosdis they sent to this 
young gentlman to drave him in the snair, al- 
beit they meined nothing more nor his deadi, 

5 
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snare, and ruine. Sq this «arte being groun 
oai greedines to gather geir aud conqueis glore 
and honour to bitnselfe, and namlie to hh kioe 
and freindb, notwithstanding no coUoured 
wordes nor offence that nane sduld presume 
againes him, and thought that nothing could 
be done without him, his kine and freindis. 
And als, vpoun the other pairt, vpoun the in- 
fcmnatioun of sum avaritious greidie creaturis 
and flatterreris, depending vpoun him, hav- 
ing regaird to their awin privat wining more 
nor to the magistrates fame and honour, he 
took purpose to obey the letteri^ and to cum 
forward to the king at Edinburgh, accompa* 
nied with his brother Dauid, whom he su&red 
nevir to pas frpm himselff, and otber honest 
freindis, bel^iving no falshood to chance biin 
efti^wardi^. iQ T^spect pf the haarti,e m^sage 
that eaw ti<m the fnagistratis and lo^is q( 
pariiatnentAohim.* When thisearle/^a^ciam* 
ing ffo^ard in this; wy^» . tbe^ chancloi|r, OJp 
sett purpose, rod f^rth tO; ^eif^l il^nij^and, to 
remove all suspitioneDut of this etjiG's^^j^jn^ 
reqiieiflited him verie earnestlie to Tyid to 
Cricbtoun with him^ and to pas the tyme 
tJlaii a day or tuo. To the qukilk l^e earle 
Douglass consented uerie glaidlie^ and remain- 
ed thnir with bis kine and freindis tuo dayes, 
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verie weill iDlertained. The chancellouf 
swore be his ^reat oath and holy sacrament, 
that thair was not ane nor other in Scotland, 
except the kingis majestie, that he favoured 
so weill as the earle Douglas, and wold es* 
teime him from thence furth equall with the 
govemour of the realme. 

This yoong gentlfnan fosterred with sick fair 
flatterie, was allured to pas to Edinburgh. 
The Chancellour, as he that had no priyat 
deceit latent in his mynd, said with ane hairtie 
countenance in this maner. '< Since sua it is 
the king hes given and granted large and 
great riches within this realme vnto your for- 
bearis and yow, far aboae the puissance of 
otheris, your' freindis and otheris, your nigh- 
bouris, • I • will exhort yow with my heart as 
him whose hou$, kine, and friendis is more 
dear to me nor all the rest of Scotland, my 
sh^ih* 'except, to stand obedient to the kingis 
laWis'a^hd'statutis, quhom it hath pleased the 
Almighty <jrod to rigne abone ws at tbis'ty me; 
atid. remember the high fortoun that yea ar 
promoved to : the great dependance of wassa- 
lis, and landis, and manrentis, with other gritt 
strength and powers ^uhilkis neidis not to be 
rekoDed at this ty me, ar not cum to yow that 
yea sould be the more insolent thairof, think- 
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and thairby that yea sould opprese inferiouris, 
oryittmisken the magistratis appoyntted be the 
pleasour of God, and consent of the aobilitie : 
hot rather if the king hes girin yowallthir 
forsaidis of his awin benevolence and' plea-f 
sour, and abone all thingis, to defend the com- 
Hiounwealth, not regairding lyfe, landis, nor 
guidis, for mahteining of the same in peace and 
r€sft. Thairfoijr, cans all ienormities and crytnea 
committed in tymes bygane to be refoundtt 
and remeidit within your boundis, and suffer 
not the poore siniple people to be overcum and 
reft jwxth strong and mischeivous tyrrantis,' nor 
stop no man to be brought' to the kingis ma- 
jesties that is ane raidcheivous trespassour oii 
limtner^ and be the icontrair, to minister jus- 
tice eqiiallLe within your boxmdis, as becumes 
yow, thairefter, not oiHie to thoU vtheris vtipur 
nisched, bot lalso to. cum with you^ri sirenth 
and^forcesy to bring all wicked boucheris and 
manifest oppressouris of the poore, to be judg* 
ed <and thoall condignlie, according to the 
lawis, vtherwayes it will redound to yoUr great 
dishohpure, hurt, and schame, to the wreak 
and hirschip of your guidis and geir, and that, 
which is worst of all, to the vtter extermina^ 
tione.of your hous, kine^ and freindis : of the 
quhilkis since I* favour yow so weiU> I wpl4 



40 CRONICLBS OP SCOTLAND, 

not that yea war the author, nor yitt that yea 
Muld hlott the honorable fectis of martiall 
deides, and the honour in civill govemoenenit 
quhilk your forbeararis conqueist to your poe* 
teritie." 

This young gentlman, of goid inclhiatione, 
if he had beioe weill accompained, tuik iim. 
chancdlouris admonitioun m gnid pairt, pro* 
mising to repair aU thingis that he had coan^ 
sailed, and to obey and serve the kingis ma* 
jestie with dew h<«our and reverence i. but 
knew ncvthmg of the cbatntieUourie firaud aind 
gayle, quho thought the rcalme sduld be at 
greater trancpilitiey if the earle Douglas and 
his brother war cutted off suddenlie. 

Thairefter, they cam to Edinburgh, mikti 
out aay rnderstanding quhat was devyivsd 
for thair distructioi>e« Sum men judged uae 
gaid to cum of that voyage, and thai through 
frequent messages both oumuig andgoeing 
betwixt the governour aad chancelioiir, and 
thairfor, gave counsall that none of tham sould 
enter at that tyme within the • casde of Edin* 
burgh ; or at the least, if he eitfred, best it 
war to send his brother Dauid back againe 
home> and not to break thair fatheris counsall, 
wha inhibited thame, that they yeid nevir both 
togidder quhair ^air was any appearance of 
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dangper, least it siouM be the irreak of thatn"- 
sielffis ami hfoiiss. The earle gave no credence 
to sick conjeetaris, saying, he had experience 
of the chancellouris and goTemouns lawteis in 
sick cases : and as to the chanceHour, he had 
so treated and interteined him, that be could' 
dread no felshood nor eriU at his hand. Sick 
quyet rumour passed throw the wholl compa«* 
nie, that caused Sir David Douglas persuad 
the earle, his brother, to returne home againe ;« 
dreadand sum mischeife to fallow vpon that 
haistie freindschip. For the qnhilk caos^ the 
earle reproved his brother verie scharplie, say<» 
ing it was not decent to him to give ear to 
such vaine vnhappie fSattereris, quho eiir was 
the occasione and mischeife of all dissentione 
amongest noblmen, so Jong as tbey had place, 
and tbalffor, gave command with right acharp 
Wordid, that no man in his companie sould. 
meanesuch ane thing, latt be to speak the 
sMeie. Hear a notable and* worthie caice i 
the nearer that a man be to perrill or mischeifei 
he runes more- headlong thairto, and hes no 
grace to hear tbame that gives tbaoie any 
counsall to eschew the perrill. The earle 
Pooglas being ane young gentlman of guid 
inelinatioun, wyser perchance than any other 
of equal) iiige, wold nevir give ear to his good 
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ivilleris and favoureris, notr yitt was he con- 
tent with thame that gave him couiisall to re- 
turn homwardis againe, hot reproved tliame 
highlie : qnhairfoir sundrie noblemen with 
sad drearie and quyet countenance followed 
him, and durst not speak no further^ It may 
be evill said of this man, albeit it wold, it could 
not preserve this man from distructione and 
ruine, and sua sternis continewallie provoken 
this man to his deid. Put farder delay, spur- 
red his hors and cam forwardis to Edinburgh, 
and entred within the castle, quhatr, with fain* 
zied and ooUoured oounteanance, he was re- 
ceaved with gritt joy and blythnes, and ban- 
quetted royallie with all delicatis that could 
be gottin : and evir that be sould not have 
any suspitione of ony deceit to fallow thair- 
vpoune. Than at the last manie of the earless 
freindis being skailled aff the toun, and oppor* 
tunitie servand, with adwyse and consent of 
the governour, quha came then of sett p«ur- 
pos to Edinburgh. Than the chancellour> 
efter the coursis war takin away from the din* 
ner, presented ane buUis head befoir the earle 
Douglas, quhilk was ane signe and tokin of 
condemnatorie to the dead. But this earle 
and his brother, beholding the manifold treai- 
Mue, with sad myndis and drearie count^naq^ 
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ce§, stort up from the boord, and maid them 
to loup at any place they might gett out. But 
then fra hand ane companie of armed [men] 
Yusched round about thame, quha breaking all 
kynd of law and hospitaiitie^ led thame out to 
the Castle hill, with Sir Malcolme Fleming of 
Cumbernald, and vtheris gentlmen, thair fa- 
miliaris, and strak the headis from thame. 
This was done in the yeir of God 1448 yeires. 
It is said the king being bot ten yeires of age, 
|s^rat verie sore quhan he saw the men of weir 
bind the earle's bandis and his brotheris with 
cordis, and lamented verie heavilie; and pray- 
ed . the chancellour for Godis sak to latt them 
allone and save thair ly ves for ony plesour he 
wold desir of him : and thairfor, the chancel- 
lour boasted the king verie scharplie, saying, 
it was not for no privie hatred that he buir 
to the earle Douglas, or bis favoureris or 
frleindis, that he sonld thoall the deid that day 
according to his deservingis ; bot becaus he 
was ane plaine enemie to the kingis awin per- 
Bone, and ane manifest tratour to the com- 
mounwealth, and so long as they war on lyfie, 
the realme wold nevir be at peace and rest, 
but that if he war cutted Siff, the realme sould 
be at greater tranquilitie. Than fra band. 
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without any. ruth or pitie, thir gentlmaa war' 
hurled furth as said is. 

From thence forth the realise was quyeter 
for ane certaine .tyni^> nor it was befor, albeit 
not long. Efter this, his vocle succeided 
James^ his father brother to Williame earl of 
Annerdaill, Lord Balveny, ^quho was called 
grose James» becaus of his stature : for this 
Williame had no bairnes of his bodie^ nor brd** 
ther to succeid to him. This James was the 
sewifith earle of Douglas^ and was no les hated 
of the leidges nor his predecessouris war : be* 
caus scbortlie after hirschip and slauchter 
tang als fast in his dayes^ and spectallie within 
the boundis, as evir it did a befoir. Not that 
he manteined any theifis or mavtheris, hot that 
be punisched thame not : for he thought to 
e^bse. himselff with his grounne^ and inha* 
bilitie of bodie. Otheris thought, that al« 
though he had nevir rissin out of his bed, h^ 
sould have had such men about him at his 
command, as sould have suppressed aU op« 
pressione within his boundis. Bot he leived 
not long, for he deceased in AberGome,:the 
third yeir efter he was maid earle. This 
JMnes had sewin sones, to whom the eldest 
Sttcceidit be the tailzie of the landis of the 
earldome of Douglas. Bot that the landift 
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that war tailzied fell in heritage to am^ sistei^ r"^ o /* 
of the s^id Williames, the laadis of Galloway i 
and thairfor shoe was called the fair maidia of 
Galloway. Thair fell also to hir, Wigtone, 
AoKierdaill, Balireme, and Onnond. And it 
is to be vnderstood that this James, called grose 
James, followand the indinatioun of many 
otheris to conqueis greater rehtia to his poster* 
ritie nor he had himselfT: thinking it was 
wiokednes to denud the old heritage of ane 
hous ; and be the contrair it was wisdome to 
apply the dominiones lef^ by the forbearis, 
and thsurfor to compyll all thir landis forsaidis 
in ane togidder : and to this effect procured 
the Pope's dispensation to marie his eldest 
sone upon his brotheris dochter, sister to the 
«aid vmqnhill W^illiazne. Be this calls but 
doubt the whdl landis sould be ynited ia oae. 
Yitt notwithstanding the rest of the Douglas 
kinrid thinkand the mariage to be imleisum^ 
as they thought ; that over gritt riches, and 
tandis over lairge, was odious vnder ane king^ 
qubilk within schort quhill sould be extermi* 
natione to the surname, and rootting out per- 
petuallie of tlie hous. The prtncipall of the 
Douglassis that dis waded this mariage and an«* 
nexatione of the landis, was the earle of An-? 
guS| aiid Sir Joh<n Douglasof Dalkeith, knyght; 
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both discendit out of the earle of Douglas 
hous. 

When ane bes over meikle, aither it pro* 
vockis the possessouris thairof, to attempt sum 
nngodlie purpose, or els for aae licht cryme 
or suspittone, that the kingis or princes takis 
of thame, sometymes that they are broucht 
to Ytter distructioun and confusione^ Bot this 
James, called grose James, was nothing mov^ 
ed at these wordis, and als vnderstanding that 
the king him selfe was to put inhibitione to 
this marriage betuixt his sone and his bro* 
theris dochter, he haisted the same with great* 
er diligence, not spairing tyme forbiddin, as 
was the vse than, and caused solemnise the 
band of matrimonie. Quhairfor the people^ 
moved with scrupilositie, judged and said that 
that marriage could nevir be prosperous nor 
happie, quhilk was of treulh, and the people 
not beguylled of this opinion. 

Many nighbouris feidis arraise on everie 
pairt, and that the rather be the said Williame 
sone to the said James, or els be bis assistourisi 
and namlie throw Jon Cormak ane Atholl man, 
ane of the principall sworne tyrrantis to the 
earle Douglas ; quha with ane companie of 
bloodie tyrrantis, sett vpon Sir Williame Ruth- 
ven of that ilk, scheriff principall of Pearth i 
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to have slaine himselff, and reft ane brigant 
theife of Atholl, fra the kingis justice, whom 
the schirreff wold have justified. Bot this Sir 
William Ruthren sieing the danger cuming sua 
suddenlie ypoun him, was meikle abased, and 
prayed his freindis and gentlroen that war with 
him for the tyme, to tak guid part with him, 
and not to thoall thamselffis to be murthered 
with ane number of vniversall theifis. And it 
was so long fpughtin with donbtsum chance, 
quhill at the last the schrefe was victour, and 
Jon Cormak with threttie of his men manfuUie 
slaine vponn midsummer day 144 f3j yeires. 
Schort quhill after this, thair followed ane 
other combat at Dumbartone, to no les dan- 
ger of the countrie than the other. Robert 
Semple and Patrick Calbraith, deputes to the 
kingis selff, (quha then was fourteine yeires 
of aige, haying the government of the realme 
in his awin handis,) to keip the castle of Dun- 
bartaneasprincipall, begane to stryve among 
thamselffis, quhilk of thame sould be princi- 
pall captaue thairof, and when they could not 
aggrie in wordis, they pulled out swordis and 
/ought richt cruellie» quhill at the last Robert 
Sempill was slaine ^ and that Patrick Cal- 
bi^aith b^ing verie ijamiliar with the earle 
Douglas, took the Castle in keeping without 






48 CB0NICLE6 OF SCOTLAND. 

any delay. The earle Douglas begane to 
muse vpoun this slauchter how that he was 
judged to be principall mover of both the 
combattis, through all the realme and court, 
thinkand that thair could cum na guid of 
tbir thingis, at leist when the king came 
to perfyt aige, if he a menditnot in tyme. 
Thairfoir tuik purpos to pas to the king in 
Stirling, to get ane remissioun of all thingis, 
and begane to lerve ane better lyfe in tymes 
Cuming. Sua being accompanied with a nam- 
ber of folkis, past to the king in Stirling : and 
than at the first incuming fell vpoun bid knies 
and put himselflT and all that be had in the 
kingis will, desiring remissioun of faultis com- 
mitted be him, and that he might have licence 
to awaitt vpoun his majestie, bot as the sober- 
rest courteour in his grace's companie, quhilk 
if he wold doe of his gratious mercie, he pro- 
mised to be als serviceable as any man within 
the realme, and als swore the great oath that 
he sottld persue all theifis and brigantis to the 
Tttermost of his power. The king with great 
hnmanitie of this noblman ofFerrand himselife 
willinglie in his handis, not onlie remitted him 
of all his ofTencis, bot also maid him principall 
of his secreit counsall, and vsed him most fa- 
miliar of any man. 
Thairefter ane lang tyme, this Williame be* 
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ing familiar with the king, bare himselfe verie 
pleasantlie to eyerie man, and did nothing hot 
that which appeired to eyerie man to be weili 
done for the weilfare of the country ; so, creip* 
and peace iand peace into the kidgis conceitt^ 
tarried vpoun opportunide of tyme 1o be a 
yenged ypoun his enemies, and namlie ypoan 
Sir Williame Crichtoun, chancellour, quha so 
mischantlie had put doun his eame WiUiame, 
earle of Douglas, and bis brother ; quhiU 
the earle appeased his anger on this wyse. 
The chancellour persayand that he was high* 
He offendit at him» he denudit him seliF of 
the chancellarie, and past his way with, hi» 
awia kiae and freindts to ;£dinburgh| thinking 
he might most easiUe, being^ in the Qa^tle^ 
eschew thedangeris wdiDJ\tfiesthat.the. earle 
Douglas was prepareand for him.) Md lur« 
nisched the castle: with munitioae, m^n, ^nd 
yictualle, strongliev litis to b^ yndef$tQod» 
that iKYt this, gentlman him : allege feared the 
eaple Douglas, botalso tjie govjernour^ drtod- 
and him in tiie same mailer, dJ^nuid^ hioiselff 
of all officea that he baire .ib befoir, ^Jccept th/et 
keiping of the Castle of.Stirliog, atid'd^^airtit 
haistilie aff of court; Then the earle Dougb^ 
be ^hbis> moyane* and. conyoy all the. bojart 
was giiy4it^ tho«ig!ht his had /sufficient tyme: 

D 
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and oppcNrtumtie Id revehge all mj^res don* 
U> his fVeindis a befoir^ caused sumbnd Sir 
Williame CrichtouOf samtyme chdncellourt 
aad Alexander Levi»gsioiin, dumtjoHfe gover-^ 
nouo with bis too sones^ Alexander and Sir 
James/ knigbtisy all be atie herald, to vaderly 
the law for sick ciymes as the kingis majestie 
had to ly.to thair cbairge, with certificatibah 
and they compeired mM^ they sould be db« 
liuncit as tralociris t6 his hienbs h'dirne* Be- 
sy di^ this^ he thought if ihey c^mipeired he 
sould. p:iett his will of tbanie* Ttkir aoUm^ii 
being sumondit as said is, irreat again^ aoe 
answ«i- to the kyng, devysed be all thsnr coa- 
^entis^ dayitig, ** that thair wad iiothiiag mare 
de^r to than>e nOr ibe - wettfar^ of the kingis 
persone and stabilatie <^ the re^m^^ readie 
with ^ick obedience and siel*vic^ as becunielib 
dobjectisto doe to thair prince^' bet*, becaos 
they knew thfltr deadUe ememtes who nilled 
the coui^j workabd idl -to thair eoiifusioiie^ Lyk 
to obteine his intent j[)airtlte through tbd g#eai 
fBLVimf that the king bure tothe earle Doughu^ 
and pdirtlie througii his great paissance^ tbait 
they sould be overthrbwneif th^dame} thair* 
foir it was expedient for thamrtotgive place 
and flie the furie of thair enemies quhiU all 
injuries war sett a syd and at tesi^' nad the 
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OQMurtQUtiweiH im tranqiiilKtte, and tifeeo thejr 
soiiild doe iick honour and reverence as be* 
caine thame dewlie for the wetlfare of this 
realme. For it was uerie rnliklie to thame to 
committ thamsetfia to the present danger, 
^uhilk they kitew perfytlie to cum ; and at« 
Hour, fldtbough it wal the kii^& commande* 
iaent and chairge, it was tlK>aght rnwocthie 
that manteitiaris of theifis and brigantis soold 
have beine surrogat in thair placed, wha 
W^r Constitute iXk ttlame bie the nobilitie of the 
lealmeand be the voces of lordis of parlia* 
ttient, and rulled the 9ame with the favdur of 
all guid favourwi9 of the oMntoounweill, bd 
the Gounsail of pote^ut and airibttiowtyrrantiflft 
labpuraiid day by day to proihoue ill mis^ 
cbeivou^tyrFantistodiguitie and hooQiir, to 
^ heavie dampnage of the o9nifcrvouuweiU| 
and dreadful! terrour of;thb kingis leidges tif 
th^ refdme." 

Th^ ^ac)e Douglaa. perceaved. th^r high 
OOQteffxptiofie pf his auctdritid ; be. claused to 
proclftme atie parliameiit to be huktin att Stif>^ 
Ufig, quhair the saidis persones war fbr&lt 
aiy}. de&Uticed tratouHs and rebeUia lo the 
hproe, aad gave ob£tirgelo£Sir Johia] Fcirre^ter 
of CorstDrphine,r to inbring all thair fllo^eablei 
}ij> liie kiagiet vse^ <|ubilkis ^ar e^choiw . £!« 
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ter this all men war chairged to pas fordward 
with displayed baner, be opine proclamatioun, 
to invaid thir men as commpun enemies to the 
crcmn ; and so aoe armie of men being gattiep- 
ed, they seidged the Castle of Brankstoim in 
Lothiane^ quhilk was rendred fra hand, sc^ 
soone as they saw the kingis standaii;: and 
the men war lattin furth- frie, with bag and 
baggage, and the <?astle castin doun to the 
ground* 

To revenge thir injuries, Sir WilUame Grich- 
totin gathered ane armie of his kine and 
freindis, and' first he brunt the haill iandis of 
Corstorphine, and carried away the guidis and 
geir that might be gotten, and thairefter in- 
vaiditthe earle Douglas > landis with fire and 
sword, and lM*unt all the corne i^nd cdrn^^ 
yairdis, villages and tounes. But the eaile 
Douglas perceaved the chancellour tb be 
boustred vp with his freindis to' his heavie 
dainpnage and skaith, amqngest whom he sus- 
pected prinbipalt, James Kennedie, bischop 
of Sanct Androis, sister*6one to King James 
the First, and thairefter send wryttingis to the 
earle Crawfoord'and Alexander Ogilbie of In* 
verquhairitie, iua speciall freindis, courteourisi 
to mak fairschip vpoun' the bischopis landis, 

«ind if they might apprehend himselfT^ to keip 

6 
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Kim ^uick in prisone within yroQes qubill far* 
tber advertisement.. This chairge they fulfil* 
ledy and hirried not onlie the bischopes landis^ 
bot aUo the bail! landis adjacent thairto, and 
brodcbt great preyis of guidis out of Fy ffe in- 
to Angus. As to the bischop, he conteined 
himsdff in safe gaird, thinking it becam him 
not to be ane fighter : 3ot that he thought it 
expedient to vse his awin auctoritie vpoun 
sick as invaidit him, as said is ^ and thairfoir 
summondit the earle of Crawfoord, and laid 
vpoun him ane sentence of cursing for his 
contemptione of the censur of holy kirk» 
quhilk the earle highlie vilipendit, as a thing 
of no strenth, without dread either of God or 
man. Bot lang efter, when the earle was la« 
bourand verie diligentlie to conciliat his sone 
and Alexander Ogilbie forsaid, to the old fremd- 
schip keipit betueine thair frbindis befoir, he 
was slaine^ as sal be shawne heirefter. His 
sone, Alexander Lindsay, succeidit. This 
discord, quhilk fell betweine thame for ane 
meane bailiarie of Arebroath, quhilk perteint 
to Alexander Lindsay ; bot Alexander Ogil- 
bie, quhidder it came of his awin ambitione, 
or if it was the abbotiis pleasour, it is not cer« 
tane, vsurped the bailiarie to himselfe^ and 
put this Alexander fra the same. Quhairfoir, 



54 CRONICLBS OF SCOTLAND. 

being robbed of his rygbt, he gatherre^ n»e 

compaQie of his freindes, and speciaBie the 

Hatnihones, qaho assisted him for the tyme, 

and tuik the way, thinkand be sonld debaiti 

be streoth quhift he could not doe be lav. 

Alexander Ogilbie, on the other syd, gathtf ed 

ane great companie of oaen, amongest vrhom 

it bappined Alexander, earle of Huntlie, to be 

for the tyme, and cam forwardis with dtsfday* 

ed banner, and arrayed battell, vnto Ardbroth, 

to tak the same be force. Quhilk being 

scbowin to the earle of Crawfoord, being in 

Dnndie for the tyme lying, to Atop all mi»* 

cheife that might befall his freindis, he caqk 

postand to tbame in all haist. Scantlie was 

he cum to thame, when both the armies was 

joyned, and almost choked togidder. Yet he 

stopped his sone, Alexander, to mak any on* 

sett, and, when he was coming in proper per^^ 

sone to Alexander Ogilvie's folkis, to tad^ ane 

freindly intercommound with alldefoaittes be* 

tuixt his ^one and thame, ane soul^iour, not 

knawing quhat he was, nor quhairfoir he 

came, strack him in at . the mouth with ane 

spear, and out at - the neck, and sua incopti^- 

nent he died in ane guid actione, labourand 

to put Ghridtiane men to peace, conqneist 

great comendatioun <^ sill mefi, albdt -he wai 

5 
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verri^ insotont all the< rest oi his Ijfeiyme. 
Q^ihilk, when his sone and freiiidis beheld, 
tfaej war so enraged, that they suddenlie ruAr 
ed vpoun thair enemies with griu ire. Bdt 
they, Tpoiin the other syd, resisted the preas, 
and held afT thair adversaries ricbt manftrllie 
for a long quhytl. For, at tifie last, the lairdl 
of Invcrquharitie, principally was deidlie wouQp 
ditj and ane great pairt of bis valiant men, in 
Ibe throatt of the batle, war slaine. They gave 
back, and many of them, in the Hetng, war 
slaitie; amoiigis whom, John Forbes of Pilr 
i^ligo^ Alexander Barclay of Gartley, James 
Maxwell of TeiHing, Doncqne Gampbeli of 
C^mpbellfeatber, and Wilhame' Qonkmn of 
Borrowfeil^, all bairounes, wif h diverss otheris 
gentlemen. And thair was ane bunder slaine 
ypoun the other syd. To witt, the earle Hunt- 
He, being destitute of his folkis in this maner, 
horsed him selfe, and fled a way to the hous of 
Inverquarritie to saife his lyfe, and was takia 
end brought living to Phenevin, quhair he 
died within schort wbyll thatrefter. The 
gentlmen war than honorablie buried in the 
kirk yaird. This battell was strickin in the 
yeir of God 1445 yeires. 

£fier this thair followed nothing butslauch* 
ter in this realme. In everie pairt ilk ane 
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wait for otlieris, as they had been settand 
fhemselfiis for slauchter of wyld beastis. A- 
mongist whom Robert Boyd of DachaU, cap^ 
fane of Dombartane, lay in waitt for Sir James 
Stewart of A uchmto, qoho was but sixteine 
men in traine, and schortlie, or evtr James 
Stewart had tryeU that onie man vnbesett. bis 
f;aitt, ane companie of armed men rasched 
round about him,^ and slew bim cruellie a li- 
ile from Kirkpatrick ;. and thairefter fra hand 
tuik . his wayflf out of hir awm hous, and 
brought hir captive to Dumbartone : whasai^ 
lie promised that shoe sould get na skaitb. 
Bot when ^hoe perceived hir sefff mocked in 
this maner, through high displeasoQr of hir 
husbandis slauchterr shoe pairCed tymouslie of 
ane dead bairne, and (tied hir selfe the thrid 
day thairefter. 

Efter this Archibald Dumbar seidged; tlie 
castle of HailKs in Lothiane, and at the first 
assault lie wan the same, and slew thame that 
he found thairin. Schortlie efter he was seidg* 
ed be James Dou^as^ in whoise will be pat 
himselffy aud the castle, hot fardder debaitt 
Innumerable slaucbteris war this yeir in An- 
nerdaill, quhair the people war (and yitt ar) 
givin to murther aud slauchter. Schortlie 
mischeife rang so commoun >n all pairtis^ that 
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no regaird of the king, nor the earle Doaglas* 
forces, wha was priqcipatl guyclef of the court, 
conteined thaodselfEs in strong faoldis and for- 
tressis, and thair freindis^ a^d left thair guidis 
that .might not be keiped within ane strenth to 
theifis and rivieris to tak thame as they pleased: 
thinkand if they saifed thamselfis, they ha4 
snificient till ane better fortoun* 

In the nixt yeir, the king, be the earle 
Douglas coUnsall, seidged the Castle of Edin* 
burgbe nyne monthis togidder: but at the 
last Sir Williame Crichtoun renderit the 
castle vpoun thir conditiones. That he and 
all that assisted him sould have ane frie nemis- 
sioun for all offerices bygane; and he himselffe 
to be reconqeiled to the kingis £Etvouris, after 
the old manner, as said is. And it was reforai* 
ed againe of new better nor it was befoir. 

Soone thairefter, ane Parliament was sett, to 
be holdin at Pearth, to consult vpoun all 
thingis. perteaning to .the commounweill ; in 
the quhilkSir Williame Crichtoun was receiv- 
ed againe to the kingis favouris, and maid 
chancellour againe of new, be consent of the 
whoU nobilitie and parliament. Yitt lie meli* 
led him not with no public, affaires, hot baid 
ane better tyme; quhill he sould have beine 
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purged be ane assyse, for all kind oS susjm^ 
tione conserning the kingis majestie. The 
same yeirSir James Stewart, knyght, that ma^ 
ried the kingis mother, was banisched becaus 
he spak sumtymes raschlie^ that the realme 
was evill glided, qnhilk redoundit to the de- 
fiufnatione of the earle Douglas. This iKr 
James Stewart, wilhin schort qahill iSiafrefter, 
was taken ypoan the sea be ^he Flemm^is, 
with sum earles both of Scotland and Ing- 
land, and led captive to Flanderis, q«Ai^r 1^ 
died within schort whyll thatrefter ; and als his 
wayfT, being king James the Secondis mother, 
iiearand of bir hnsbandis death, died and was 
iiuried in the C^harterhous of St Jonstoun, be- 
syd hir first husband, king James th^ Pirst, to 
whom shoe buire aiicht baimes, 6( the qnbilk- 
16 thiur was tuo sones, viz. king James (^ Se- 
cond, the other called Alexander, qiiha died 
an infant: and six dochteris, all honorablie 
marieil. Albeit thair followed iiot great sue** 
cessione of thame. The £rsi called Mar*- 
garet, wha was maried i^poun the Dolphine 
of France, called Lues the EIev4«th: tiie so- 
cond Dame Heleine, maried vpoun the Dock 
of Bartainzie : the third vpbun the Lord Cam* 
phear, and thairefter npoun : the 

fourtJi vpoun theDuck of Auchstrich,and ibair* 
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efter rpoiui the : tl^e fyft Tpoiili 

ibe «arle of Hantfie, called George, to "whmn 
^oe bure ane dochter, and thairefter pained 
whh him, be the king fair brotheijs eoosent.r 
and thairefter the said George, maried the 
eaiie ErroHis dochlec, of whom cam eark 
Aiexa&der ; earle Adajne of Sutherland, and 
diveris Ttheris ; and the sixt maried vpomi the 
earie Mortoun« The qneine bnre to Sir James 
Stewart thrie sones ; John qubo was maid wA^ 
of Atholl, James, earle of Bqchane, called 
earle James; the third Andro, bischop of Mitr<^ 
ray. 

'SohortquhiU thairefter. Sir Will iame Crieh^ 
touD, cfaancellonr, be conrojr of Carolus tbe 
Sewint, king of France, was sent to spoils 
Margaret, the duke of Gtldares docbter, to be 
brocht home to wayff to king James the S^ 
cond. The gentlwoman was grantit frielie, 
and honorablie convoyed be the lord Cam- 
pheir : the marquis of Qeigie, earle of NassoUf 
the bischopis Camri aiMl Lerergie. AttMir ibair 
came ane prince of ilauestoun, with ollierts 
diverss noble knyghtts and squyiris. The pw 
riage being solemnizied, thair was ane parlia- 
ment holdtn at Edinburgh : in the qubilk, be 
the Gpunsall of &am ambitious flaiterreris. Sir 
Alexander Liying^toun, suixityme go^eruQnr^ 
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Alexander Livitigstoun, his eldest sone^ Rd^ 
bert Livingstoon, sdmtyme thesaurer, and 
David Livingstoori, both discendit oat of ther 
hous of Callendar, James Dundas, and Robert 
Brace of Ciackmanane^ knightis^ war takin. 
Albeit they war tsdcin, they war reconceilled 
to thekingis majestie, and had to divers places 
and imprisoned, and all the lordis of parliament 
reqoeisted him to rdax thame. Yitt for the 
high hatred the courteouris bad conceived a^ 
gaines thame, they war keiped in prisone 
contrair te all law and reasone, quhitl the se- 
wint day of December: Then they war 
brought to Edinburgh, and thair Alexander 
Levingstoun, sumtymegovernour, James Dun- 
das, and Robert Bruce, payed gritt sowmes of 
money, and thairefter, war wairded in Dum* 
bartone, and the rest was headed. It is said, 
that this Alexander, when he was vpoun the 
scaflbld, turned him to the people, and maid 
ane gritt oratione, deplorand the mutabilitie 
c( fortoun ; exerting all gentlmen and nobles 
of the realme to tak example be htm of the 
fragill facilitie of the world. Att sumtymei 
he was ane man of singular guid witt and pru- 
dence. His father was chosin govemour of 
the realme, and quhair he buire himselff 
freindis and chairges so prosperouslie, with 
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father loted him above all thingis. . But yitt^ 
through chsuige of courts it was .force to draw 
themselffis to strenthi? for the. defeuce of thair 
lyifes, and preservatione of thamoelfis to beV 
ter fortoun^ quhiil at the last thair imioceiicie 
was tryed : They war reooncetUed to the 
kingis favour, qi^hilk indured not long: for 
Mhort tyme thairefter, be the fals uiggestione 
of flatterand courteouris, they war wairded a>- 
gaine : NoW, his father wairdH^ Mmselfe not 
adjiidged he nutrjsdl men of [sinoem] good 
conteienfee, bot be his deadlie enemies^ ttt vil- 
derly ane schamfull dead, asf he had bdneiaiie 
tratoor: and thairfor, desired^ nbbkneni not 
to desir great offices in court, al)i>eit they did 
appear to be both honour and Qomuoditiey for 
they that are promoved, to great offices Vrhen 
they dyd, they gett the sairest fall, and when 
they ar put ddun, if they be loved on the.ade 
pairt be guid men, for thair worthie bebwi* 
burj the salbe reproached vpon the oth^ift^ 
be- wicked men. Thar wordis being said, he 
feU .doun vpoun his kneies, and strechedoitt 
his craige to the sword ; ane lamentable sight 
to behold, to the displeasour of the people. 

The yeir efter, the qufrine pairted with 
baime, bot nane knew by^quhat meane, Th^ 
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Imme was boiine. qukk, tad di^ achojrtUft 
tllaireftir. . liilhe ten^y.^i the roy^U waN 
lis being castia dodu, tihaii' wm tfee liodie ^ 
wie young, cby Id found ill aoe heap of leid^ 
^OOipIed Tp in. dandiH, ab fresch and vocur^ 
ntfKted^ and alsweiU >n cuUoniir m the first hi^ar 
it WaiE» buried* This wsa .fudged of thaqaf^ %h9t> 
kad: ewiositie of old aAtix|uities* to. be thf 
Mtia of Qttetiie Mai^dr^t <|uha d^aeist.in t^ 

AlttHiry the peaeejand Irowid |ai^ $Yith jgi^ 

land, expyred the same jreir, ^4 tha^rfor, 

the Scot^ maid isAikdi^ iflc^rsione&ap^^di'e 

itt Ingfauid^ ^r^dtand aU AMfth fym. aipMi si?(W 

qahair ^ir tl^y oamci. The eaifle of Shrewa- 

barrie being wairdin aiid lei vtemient ^ foir the 

tymB ypma the Inglifich bordow^ w vevQn^ 

iMr\iEqwik%f inraidit Scottajiid a^f^ine yppun 

tli^ wast border on the anepakt^ tad brunt 

\, with inanie other. tKhipe^, a^ re- 

home againe with gr^at p<r4yi.fii of 

'- gttidiit^ And ab the earle of Noythumb^rlaiid, 

fer his pairt) cam^vpoun the eaat bcHrd^r^j. and 

bttint Dttttkbar, and birried it Thk same yfir> 

Geoi^e Douglas^ notwilUng to be in ane Tng- 

lisch manei coamottn (m ane ei^ll ttirae, gs^ 

thered ane GOinpanie« of chosii} inen, and 

brunt Annick : out of tb« quhilk» he gf^tbeirq4 



ane great pr^y Inixh of men jtod guid«& or erif 
lie rettlrnad agaiiie in Sc^land*. . Bot priMm^h 
eria of boUl the reaifloje^ . war chaiigQd avd 
rendret againe, alao for maiii on both sydil^ 
Stck hibcbi(i was mbid at tbi^ tyWe (M bot)| 
tike sydhy tbat both the realmes war 000^ 
stemmed: to' tak p^eMo lor «ewi|i ymim to 
cam. 

In the meatetyme, wbin iHck thijag^ w^r in 
doingytbd ^arle Dotiglels haviiigttbe haill gayiU 
ingof the'CQ^urt) foboutfed day lie to promoYi^ 
Ida AfieiNlis to honour and digmtie) obtain^ 
ffa the fcingitke o^arriagi^ pf [Agnei»] Dimibar^ 
yoiungiesit doohtec to Jitneii ^^xl of Murray^ to 
Archibdld Daugila^ bi|» brother, an^^^a u^m4 
Mm earle of Murray. ThU Mamies dji^ceiaiffid 
bot any aires maiti.of'his ibodi^^, and . sfmi thf 
landte cameto female, be devooatiomi. pf the 
lihg. This WillHime) earje cf Doi^^j^ais, not 
content -of thia aUgmentatioim to ..^s h^u»^ 
prcffiDioved J^es» hia brothei^, to the l0i:dschip 
of BalvtBiiniie, 9fiA George Qouglas Vd th^ 
earldom^ o£ Oroiood, in. pajrliameqt^. quho 
iras also deelaiped, and Chosin priijMcipiUl covof^r 
aallouris of the realilie. But snndrie suspected 
that this sttddene pifomotione to so great dig- 
nitie, soold scbortlie hav^a aae decay « for they 
saw thie earle DoUglae so oovetousk giv><^ to 
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mak rp his friendis, and so inordiaat to pvo* 
move thatne to lordschipis and landis for the 
kreftith of his awin hous : quhairthrow sud<^ 
detilie thought to mak ane barre to the king 
bimselffe, if thair chanced any alter of court 
And thairfoir, everie man judged that sud-^ 
dene and prosperous success sould not long 
continue. 

Bot now, since it hes chanced ws to speak 
of the translatioun of the hous of Murray fra 
the Dumbaris to the Dougl^sis, it is expe« 
dieutto speak of the diversitie of surnames 
that -tsed the same with great laud and praise^ 
since king Robert the Bruce, the £r^ of that 
namcj evin vnto this present tyme^ imrho hnre 
thamselffis both in peace and wahre richtwys? 
lie and manfuUie at alltynies. 

Robert Bruce gave the earled6me of Mur- 
ray to his awin sister sone, Sir Thomas RandeU 
of Strathdoun, knyght, cheife of the Clan Alf- 
lane, whose 'workis can testiiie of his lyfe, in 
the iburteinth book, rehearsit befoir d£ the 
same historic; and iailzieand him and aires of 
his bodie, that it sould reiurne againe to the 
croun. This Thomas had tuo sones ; bot 
cannot tell quho was thair mother : the eldest 
named Thomas, quho succeided to his £sitheris 
place. The other called John, quho bot any 



sttgcesMiwa of thaiir bodiee, was bolh slaine at 
the b^tle of DiimUane, in Stratherne, fight* 
and manfull^e to the dead, for defence of thia 
realme, invaidit be the Inglischmen, our old 
enemies. He had also' dbchteris : The oldest 
was called Blak Annas, be reaso^n of hir 
skine. This Annas Wias ane yoman of gritt 
spirit^ mqie nor came an6 woman to be; quho 
was marled vpoun Patrick, earle o( Merch. 
The second was called JealL and was maried 
i^oun Johne, brother to the earle of Merch^ 
and bure to him George, qiiho sudceMiiit 
to his father! s brother heritablie to the eaa>U 
(hme jof Mercfaej < Ane bther sooe /called 
John, iaoe man of siinguiar bewf ie «b& yertew:. 
This John^ forhifs vertew and maiftbeid, wa§ 
maried vpoun king Bobe^tis second ;doichtei^ 
and was promoved to the earledome of Mur-- 
TB^i for it returned itgaine to the kingis 
houii, be. reasoun th^ it failled in the aire^ 
xnaill of Sir Tliomafir Randell, ^nd this was the 
fyil of the Qumbam ll^t bruikit the lahdis of 
Moirray ^ quho begat Thomas DnmBar^ quho 
siicceidit to his lather^ ^d ane oilier called 
Alexander Dumbar, ^uho maried Mai^d Frsd- 
ser, heretrix of Frendraucht Thisi forsaid 
«arle Thomas had ane sone calkd Thomas, 
the (yk of that name and surname, ()^ho di$d 

K 
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without aires of his bodie : and so James, sone 
to Alexander, his father brother, gottin vpoun 
Mauld Fraiser, succeidit in his place ; and 
this was the sixt Dumbar, earle of Murray, 
quho was also laird of Frendraucht. This 
James begatt, vpoun Issobell Innes, dochter to 
the laird of Innes, Alexander Dumbar, ane 
man of singular vertew and courage; This 
Issobell was bot handfasted with him and de- 
ceased befoir the marriage, quhairlhrow this 
Alexander was worth ane better living nor 
might succeid to him be the lawis of the 
countrie. Efter this Issobellis deceas, this 
James, earle of Murray, maried Kathereine^ 
dochter laufuU to Alexander Seaton, as is sup- 
poned, the first earle of Huntlie, called Gord- 
doun, quho bure to him ane dochter, the 
quhilk was maried vpoun Sir William Crich* 
toun,. air to the lord Crichtoun foresaid : and 
gott with hir the lairdship of Frendraucht into 
tocher. The youngest, was married vpoun 
Archibald Douglas, quho was promoved to 
the earledome of Murray, as said is. Bot 
this Archibald being convict and forfalt for 
les metjestie, the earledome returned to the 
kingis handis againe. - 

But latt us retume to our purpos and historie 
quhair we left. This Williame, earle Dour 
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gtas, being so insolent through the hi^h pro** 
mottoun, begane to manteane so many as 
war plaine flatterreris, and awowed his doingis^ 
and war readie at his command to execute 
sick mischiefe as was his pleasour. He pro^ 
moved tham, yea^ many of them from meane 
estat to gritt riches, aboue thair degries. Bot 
qahat soevir he was so handle to reproach his 
doeingis, for it gain stood many menis con-* 
sciences, howsoone it came to his eares', he 
caused thame to vnderly the law, quhair he 
being judge and pairtie, spoilzied thame sak« 
leslie of thair ly ves. Be the contrair, so many 
as dependit vpoun him, albeit they had beine 
nevir so guyhie, they war overseine, or elis 
he gave thame fair respettis and remissiounes 
of all thair offences ; quhairthrow they being* 
bandit vp with sick licentious prerogatives 
aboue otheris, they set no difference betuixt 
richt and vrong, oppressioun, ravisching of 
Tomen, theft, sacraledge, and all other kynd 
of mischiefe, was bot ane daliance, so that it 
was lesum to any defender vpoun ane Douglas 
to slay or murthir, for thair name was so fear- 
ed to everie innocent man, that when any 
mischeivous limmer was apprehendit for ane 
cryme, no man durst produce tiiem to the kingis 
justice, if they alleged that they slew ane Door 
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glas tenant or waseal. Through this m* 
equall piinisching of innocenti$^ and greol 
favour that he bure to tirrantis and malefao 
touris, &rene nan begane to hat his tyrranie 
and cruieltie, for he regairded no man, nor 
of ithe love' and favour of the people, hot he 
glored to b^ dretf of «lt men ; to theife and 
traytOHr lie was ane sicker targe, and be the 
contrair; ^ane plaine enemie to good men, 
tliinking it was ane great pleasour to spoyle 
^ame -of fhair ly ves, and weitt win to fairrie 
thame of 4hair goodis and geir^ and not onlie 
spoilled thame of thair places and slew thair 
fceihdis, 4}uhom he favoured not^ without alt 
eqoritie of Ictw, bot also spoiled kirkis and 
cdiappelKs quhairevir be cam, and commit* 
teid the jewellis tbairof to his prophane vse* 
sttid ipToffek. So all good men behoved to 
keip silence, and not to cry out vpoun his tyt* 
rani^/ 

Att thi» tyme James Kennedie, bischop of 
Saiict Andrews was ane man of singular itr* 
tew'andVerie guidlytfe, lietd himsd^ffqayet, 
wUkting Vpoun lane better fortouh, thifejdug 
tlum: it-was foHie "to ^tryve againest the streame, 
haying great hope, that no gritt craeltie^ Uiat 
was so^ Exercised, sould bot have ane sudden 
end. 
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In this mean^ tynie feH ane faotrible cace 16 
John Cameron bischop of Glasgow, princi^ 
pal) rueller of th6 prince, and his rtiellaris ; 
and to all mis^faeiffe and innocent slauchter, 
done in thir troublous tymes, ane Marvellous 
example to all mortall man, to witfadfave 
thameselffis from all vicked counsaU, abuse, 
and Vicked tyibnnie. For he caused thame 
to exerce oppressionn vpoiin the resdtfie, as he 
had done hiiiiselff Tp6un the poore tennentii^ 
of Glasgow^ sua that quhen the potil^er divyne 
6f God had permitted him to s^oUfge and 
overune fhe people on this wayes, for ahe cer* 
tain space, hd thought to put sine eiid to his 
tyrannie. At last, vpoun Ytiill evin, (Jdhen 
he wai^ lying sleipihg in hii^ b^^ thaii^ ckm on 
thunderrihg voyoe ont of bearin, l^ryit^g and 
BQmmeiiiding him to the extreame judgment 
of God, quhali he souM give an aecount of all 
his cruell offences, bet ony fardder delay* 
Thro^ this he vakened out of bis sleip, and 
tuik great fear of this noviltiei Bott yitt he 
believed it td b^ nothing bot and veHe dreamer 
and no frew vairneing, for the amendeinent of 
his vidced lyfe; yitt he called for hid chamber 
boy, arid caused him to Hght cankfles, and te 
rdmaine ane wbyll besyd hint, till bd bad rd^ 
icovered the fear and dreadout^ that he had ta^ 
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k*n in his sleip. Be he had weilltakin ane book 
and red ane little space thairupoun, the same 
voyce and wordis war heard with no lese fear 

' and drearlour than befoir, qnhilk maid thame 
affray ed that war about him for the present : 
80 that non of thame had ane word to speak 
to anpther; thinkand no lese than suddene 
mischeife to befall tham alL And frae hand 
the same voyce and wordis war more vgsumlie 
hard cry nor befoir. The bischop renderit 
the spirit haistilie at the pleasour of God, and 
schew out his tongue most vyldlie as he had 
beiue hanged vpoun ane gallous. Ane terri- 

. ble sight to all murtheraris and oppressouris 
of the poore. Bot alase the wicked mynd of 
men, boldin with all conceived malice, dreadis 
nevir the terrible judgment of God, nor the 
good and godlie men ceass nevir to imbrace 
his good and godlie merceis. Bot to our his* 
torie. 

Albeit the realme of Scotland was^ troub* 
led and afflicted in this maner, yitt the 
realme of Ingland stood in no better state nor 
their nightbouris did : for Hendrie the Sixt 
being bot ane baime of six yeires of aige, 
crouned of Frarce and Ingland, thair fell ane 
discord betuixt the Burgonesandthe Ingliscb- 
iDen, oppres.sand France, with warre, fyre, and 
sword, arysing throw the slauchter of the 
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earle of Sarrisberrie, who was slaine be the 
shott of ane gune, vncertaine by quhom. This 
slauchter and discord was verrie pleasant and 
profitable to the Frenchmen, who ^as go^ern^ 
ed and railed in warres be ane voman of ex- 
cellent spirit, called the maiden of France: 
for at this tyme they began to be better of 
courage, and recover monie of the landis 
qnhilkis the Inglischmen had reft from thame 
befor, and not onlie triumphed they againes 
thame, that is to say againes the loglismen, 
bot also became victorious againes quhatsum- 
evir people or natioun they had debaitt or 
quarrelL Bot the Inglismen, thinking to aug- 
ment thair strenth, be ane new allyance and 
affinitie, married this young king Hendrie the 
Sixt, vpoun the Duke of Lorance dochter, and 
lightlied the honorabell mariage of the duk of 
Orange dochter, quha was promised to him in 
marriage a befbir. Sua in contracting of new 
freindschip, the losed the old, quhairat the 
duik of Orange tuik sick hatred and indigna* 
tioun, that with nobles, freindis, and familiaris, 
he left the Inglischmen, and gave over the 
band betuixt thame, and tbairfoir, fra hand as 
the vnfortun^t chance of worldlie affaires be* 
fallis, that misqheife followis mifcbeife, thair 
;araise seditoun aad marvellous discord in lug* 
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land, aihongest thamselffis ; for inonife' bf the 
nobles invyed the governance and ioipyrl; of 
the diiik of Glocester, quho was chosin proi 
tectonr of Ingland> indnting the kingi^ niitio^ 
ritie^gathered ane convfentionn, qnhatf thcfy taifk 
faim and pht hlni in prisbnfe fUr that night, and 
hanged him tpon the mome thairefter^ as if he 
had been ane commoun tfaeife; The principall 
mover of this mischiefe was the Auik of Biik- 
inghame, the earle of Bewmont, and the c6n« 
stable of ihglaild. Hot how doohe fhis rjlt 
act was devulgat tbrow the realme^ the dilik 
of Olonfce'ster's kine and fr^dis gritfared and 
inyaidit all pairtfes with fire and sWord, t|nhatr- 
ihrow the fearle of Bedfdrd, Somersaitt, and 
SHreWisberrie, qiiho being d^^titute of the de- 
fence of Nortnandie; to ^aidstand thair end- 
inies in France, and b^in^ destttnte of thair 
fireindis ahd kinsmen, quho war iii France 
and Ingland, war compelled tb withdraw 
thsimtelvi^ hom^irard. And so they lo^ ifag 
noble toun of Rowane, with manie dth^r giiiO 
tonnes in Normandie. 

How soone thif novellis war spread ifi Ing- 
laiid, the coinmotins in Ingland with no lese 
mischeife nor the rest, cheised thame ane In 
land man to be th^ir fehiftsine, and thto cath 
fordward {]fUr|)odln^ to cmn to Lotldon, boast* 
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ing right faigblie to b^ avenged vpoun the 

n6bles of the realhife. The king bdn^ direbt^ 

ed sum gailt in do gritt an raiiance^ gathered 

aai^ armie of all kjnd of people^ and send 

thaih^ forth to reptes the proudiles of the com^ 

. modiies ; vponn quhom the cbititnoufiai 

msehed to rtldlie and furiouslie^ that th^ 

vatiqaischBd thame with small difficultte. Ef- 

ter passed to Loiidon, quhair they desyred sam 

s|>eciail bourtiouHs to be rendrit £in] tbatr 

handis, and speciallie th^ Lord Gray tUessln* 

rei% the bisehope of SaHsbeHe^ dnd the Lord 

Dtidtie. Sua thir men war givih to thame tt> 

dispone at thair pli^asour^ thihfcing thkt throw 

the sacrifice of those hienis ly v^i all the rest 

might escHfew the present <ktifger. Bot thitr 

eommounes war snfferred with the slaughter 

of the lord Gray* Thaiffefter they waihlh the 

rfest in strhng \^airdes and fertalicei^. Bot aU 

soone as the lord Gray was ekechte, thcfy be^ 

gane to spoyll the tdhn, and slew all \M oito 

zenes, bot rtith or piti(^^ that maid any defeticd 

for thair geslr. This ahd such lyk crudtie 

maid the govehiour of Ingland astOAisbhed^ 

thinkand that if they gott not reineid haiidti- 

lie thairto^ thir boihMOtiit^s sould orei'^un 

thathe as they done the refet. Efter lorig con* 

Mltatiotm, they caused th^ dhancellotir tlrryi 
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to the commounes and thair captaine^ to stay 
and skaill their armie, quhill if they stanched 
thair vproare, they promissed thame frie re- 
niissioun of all byganes and oflFences, and to 
promove Hendrie thair capiaine to great ho- 
nour and dignitie. The people war soone allur- 
ed, be the fair and pleasant wordis, who, when 
the high furie oppressed thame, they desired to 
have beine at home, willing to rid thamselfis 
of sick cumberis and enormities as they bad 
entred in a befoir. Sua Hendrie thair cap- 
tane being left be thame, for whoise cans he 
attempted so high presumptioun ; he was ta* 
kin and beheaded for his temerarious inter* 
pryse : and his taker got ane thousand pund 
sterling for his rewaird. Then the nobles 
sieiog that so long peace had ingendered sa 
grit riches amonges the commounes, quhair- 
throw they became so proud and insolent^ 
that they perturbed the countrie in this wyse. 
Efter long consultatioun, they thought nothing 
better nor to wreak thame with extieame 
warres, quhairthrow they beganeto gar Hum- 
ber, Cumber, and Northumberland to pro- 
vock warres. 

It has beine the vse of this lUe of Brittane» 
since it was inhabited aither be Scottis or Ing-^ 
lipchmien, ttiat wheu eviy they had warres with 
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thair enemies, they could never be sae easie 



dravin fra all civill discord : and be the con- 
trair, being at dissentioun amongst thamselffis, 
they were compelled to desist thairfra be 
moveing of extreame warres. So the Inglismen 
as said is invadit the borderis both with fire 
and sword ; and hirried and taik gritt prey is, 
both of men and guidis ^ and so manie Scottis- 
men as maid defence to thair invasioan, war 
cru^llie slanie. 

The Scottis men knawing weill the inten- 
tioun of the Inglismen, and quhat counsall 
was maid be thame was brokin, and also the 
occasioune quhairthrow the warres begane: 
to revenge thir injuries done to thame, they 
gathered ane great armie of men, and in the 
same maner invaided Ingland, burnand and 
slay and quhairevir they cam, and returned 
home againe with great preyis both of men and 
guidis* So the countrie being invaidit on this 
maner on aither syd, and deadlie troubled with 
slauchter and hirschip, as said is ; the landis of 
Cumber was allutterlie waisted and destroyed^ 
for the Scottismen invaidit that countrie with 
greatest crueltie, by resoun they war the first 
provokeris of warres and battell. But how 
30on this was schowin to the nobles of Ingn 
\wA$ they gathered ane armie of fourtie thpu^) 
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dattid ntr^n, sihd s^tid tbame to inraid Scotland 
with greater eitpeditiouii nor was beleiveA 
Thair chi^tan^ and lievtentient of the armie' 
t<ras the earle of Northumberland, and Mag-^ 
ftm Rid, kny ght of the ordour of the garter, 
qaho was brocht up in his youthbead in the? 
warres of France : and thairfor, had so great 
knawledge and experience of watrres arid war- 
tick affaires, and als illustrat #ith sick man* 
hood, that he was called the Inglisinenes fa- 
ther in the warren, who was called be the 
Scottis^eh Maghtis with the rid navie. It 
i$ saifd that this mari had sick indignationn at 
the Scottismen, that he desired in ane great 
wraith and arlger of king Harie, als meikle of 
Scottis gfbutid as he might Cotiqaeis in Scot-^ 
knd^ be the inhabitants thaifof, and expelling 
of thame : quhitk was granted him. 

In this mealhe tyme^ the Scottisftten war 
richt diligent to prepair all sick thingis as 
war necessar for thair releife : to quhome 
George Douglas, earle of Ormond, was maid 
leivetenn^ht, quh6 gott knawledge be explo- 
ratourife, that the IhgHsirien War tfutn in An- 
lierdaill, aiid had transpdrted thair sifniie over 
the wat^r of SulVey, and hid stetitfed thair 
paUioned on the i*ratter 6f Sat-k ; after they war 
cttitiped oh this wys^, vpou» ihfe <noril^ efter 
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they bad p»s$^d tbrow the cpHmriet aa4 bir:< 
ried 9tid slew quhQDi evxr they faud. Sot 
knQ wand that theScottis aUrmie was approach- 
and BO near tb^e» tbey taik great fear, aad 
caaaed tbanue all that wja^ bwrnapd and slay? 
and* as said is, to retire: be sound of trumpet 
to the caotip agaiue, qobair tb^y put thaoi^f 
seiffis in arrayed batteU ; and in the irangaird 
was Magnus Reid, and in the rtirgaird wa$ 
all the Welsch men |>l3ced ; to .quhom Jon Q- 
peneron wasfloaid cbiftahe/auje m^n of guid m^ 
puoart, and of giiid spirit ia ^^orJdiie atiSllj^eSt 
and the .earlia of NorthWDbexlaqd wtis in the 
midle waird mth Ithe resit 4>f th^ . mukiuid oi 
the men tuf iwarne. Ode tbe ptbe^ sy4, Hk^ 
Scotifioiea' pjlaced tJbamseljSSs yerie crafte* 
liie, Cdt George, earle iof Qrmond, was iait.be 
staitt himscif . The laird of Craigiwallace> an^ 
noble kn^ghiofsov^anbwanbpodiMrasypdu^ 
the rtc^t wiag ; the lond Mas:weIU and tfaf 
laivd Johnstdun onlhe l^ft wiAg^ witb ane chosr 
in ooi^fianie of tfaair freindis; and mame.othex 
g«sitiQ[ien of the realipe. '. Soone be the armies 
war array^, the earle of Ormond said to his 
feUowis on this maner. '* I requeist yow, most 
valiant championes, ^to remember, it is for ho 
vrongous quarrdl, or in persute, but rather in 
cHir defence and saftie of our seiffis, from the 
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injuries of our enemies, and thair tirraniei/ 
And yea all know, that in doeing so a befoir, 
it is turned to our disadvantage and displea- 
sour : for we have experience quhair we have 
beine most justlie invaidit be thame^ yitt the 
infinit favour of Gv>d hes beine evir readie to 
the just, and hes maid the victorie to inclyne 
to ws by menis expectatioun : and yea may- 
be assured, that the victorie standis not in the 
multitud of men, bot in guid courage, directed 
from a just quarrell. Thairfore, latt ws depend 
▼poune Godis providence, and luik for victo« 
rie, if that your willis be to delyver your 
selffis, your wayffis and bairnes from the ty« 
rannie of your enemies." Be thir woordis war 
said, the trumpetis sounded to joyne the ar^ 
mies: bot at the beginning, cam sickaneshour 
of dartis and arrowis vpoun the Scottis van« 
gaird, that throw suddene fear, they took pur- 
pos to flie. Then Craiggie Wallace begane to 
reproach them, saying, *^ It is not the dewtie 
of honest campiones to fear at the sight of 
thair enemies, and to deject thair courage be- 
foir they cum to straikis. I exhort yow, thair« 
foir, to rusch forwardis vpoun your enemies 
with ane manlie countenance, and if yea pur- 
sue ane little whyll, think not bot the victorie 
sail inclyne in your handis, sieing your ac-» 
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Vioun is guid for the defence of your countrie. 
Follow me, thairfoir, and yea sail sie how hap- 
pie a thing it is to put your ly ves in parrell> 
for the resisting of your enemies, and delyve- 
rie of your selffis from thair tyrannie and bon- 
dage/' Be thir wordts war said, his men war 
so inraged, and rushed so furiouslie vpoun 
thair enemies, with aixes, spearis, and haU 
bartis, and maid, so great slauchter at the first 
to cuming, that they pat the Inglismen cleane 
aback from thair standart,and compelled thame 
at the I last to tak the flyght. Magnus Reid, 
nothing effeired of this disadvantage, bot ra- 
ther bendit up, and kindled thairat in greater 
ire nor became ane wyse chiftane, rushed for^ 
ward vpoun Craigiewallace, thinking to have 
slaine him. But his men bure him back so 
cruellie, that with small difficultie, they slew 
him cruellie with all his guard. The rest of 
the Inglismen had no better fortoun. Cluhen 
the clamour raise amongst the Scottismen that 
Magnus Reid was slaine, thelnglisch chiftane 
in quhom the Inglisch armie pat all thair con* 
fidence and felicitie, thair cam sick fear and 
dreadour vpoun thame, that they might not 
long susteane the preas of the Scottismen, bot 
gave backis. Vpoun quhom the Scottismen 
followed verie scharplie. Manie war slaine 
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ia %hfi tbick pf Ibe batteli, bot manie moe in 
tb^ flyght. Tbid watur boldiiik witii the fil* 
l;ng of th^ s^, GjAUsed many to lose tbair \yves, 
zni' pserUpb in tbi? watteris. Vtbeiis sieand 
tklBy dfmbxed wbi|idejr they fiauld fight and die 
with b9mmrf 0T liYfi with schame: and pre- 
frrriif g tb^ /on. to the ofther, war cruellje slaine 
vppuil the wat^ bankis. This battel was 
ftHtgbtitt Miritb greai cru^ltie. Tbaiip was slaiae 
in It tbrie tbotisand IngUsipen, and the govern 
QQur in tbe yaogUaixi^ and ellivio other noble- 
Ql<ea» knyghtit of ib? t^aioar. And of the Scot- 
t]i«i^a> pw^e UM aix hiinder. Tfaaur was takin 
m tfaii^ batteU, John Operiorene, and Robert 
lifrtngtiQlin twa xipUaoMen logtiah knyghtis, 
imd J»k ihf^ ^arle of Northiiia}^0rta;ndis 3one, be 
wboate cQiXYby his father waa horsed, and es- 
QfipeA his enemies. Thaire was taine ane 
groat nwdber of y^eris, and led captive in 
JSciOitlaiid. Thaire was aacb aboundaoce of 
rii?be»t silver and gold gottin in tlie leiid, that 
tb^ lyfce was nevir sene in no manes dayes a 
befoir. Tlbe ^oyU was parted amongis the 
SoQttJsneti, according to the raite of thatr 
armeei. iCraiggiew^Uace was deai^lie huit in 
tbe feild, and died the third moneth thairefter. 
The earle of Onnoi\d xeturhed home agaiae 
^itb great triumph and ifnpnsoned the princi- 
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pall of the captives within the castle of Loch-* 
mafoane.' Efter this he was treated and ban^ 
quetted be the kingis majestie, with great 
magnificence. It is said, in the meaoe tyme 
of the banquett, the king maid ane barring to 
him, and WiUiame earle of Douglas, his bro- 
thir, saying, " Now my lordis, I beseik your 
lordschips, to remember, how happilie all 
thidgis have succeidit, and quhat honour 
cumes throw sage and wyse counsall, by the 
felicitie and renoun that chanced to all sub- 
jectis when they are ruUed glaidlie, and 
vnder the obediance of a king or prince: 
and be the contrair quhat mischeife befallis 
thame that runes overhead to any purpose 
without regaird or forsight to God or man. 
It becumes all favoreris of the commoun weill^ 
to conqueis all men that ar thair nighbouris to 
be thair freindis, and schow themsellfis with 
all thair strenth strong enemies quhen they 
are urged to battell be their foes. For in so 
doeing the prince has pleasour to rule and 
goverae the subjectis in peace and rest, frie 
from the injuries of thair enemies, and tirranie 
6{ oppressouris, and knowing that the con- 
ditoun and faschibn of Douglasis from thB 
beginning hes beine in this wyse, and yitt is, 
and as I suppone will be in tymes cuming. Bot 

p 
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doubt thair is nothiog » deare to me M the 
wMemea of the name of Doaglaf, quhilk I 
&voDr aboue all thiogis, mtirlie with my baiit, 
so that yea wold schow your selffis no wora« 
myndit in the oorrectione of theUes and tout- 
thereris, nor yea ba^e done yonr >eIflBft, fiwt 
and last, for the defend and libeitie of. this 
tealme. For if thfiwt» apd wvOierw* he 
not punisched, the poore anes nor the coo»^ 
inounes cannot leive in peace or re»t:»orhiive 
no lyfe. quho ar the Tpholdere of the wMea, 
Itpd perchance yonr awin kiae and bipod, al- 
beit throw base fistnte they be dflgenwat; 
and being Chri»Ma»«» w»d participairtis vitb 
yowofthe fovourofGod, and obedient* of 
the same prince, to wfcom yea ar wil«erct. 
And thairfoir I exhort yow to prpcejd in the 
wnouned fame qnhUk a« yo»r forbearis bare 
iBonqueist in tymes bypart" 

Quhen the king had mid, the earfe thanked 
bis majestie. with great rev»reoce, and promis. 
ed to perseveir in all thingis M» he had com- 
mandit ; and nevir to thoall tbift nor dtmh- 
ter vnpnnisched in tymes to c«wn: noryitt 
1^ the same pas vqrevenged. Sna Hair noble- 
men tnik thair leives, and passed home to thair 
wayffes and baimePi ponvoyed with thair 
kine and fr«indife with grwttiimnph, joy, and 

gladnes. 
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Bfter this, the lordes and nobilitle 6f ScoU 
land stood in gnid peace, reit, and quietnes. 
Bot when the word of this sorrowfull tuitteH 
ctoi t6 London, it maid all the iioblet and 
people of the coiintrie verie afrayed. YitI 
that they soald not appear aliutieriie dejected 
of their Tonted courage, tkN?y decenied in pap» 
liament to revenge this glauehter maid latli^ 
in the battelt of Sark. Bot when they gather*- 
ed ane arnne to send in Scotland, weill fur* 
nisched with all ky nd of vi vei^is and oiuinitioi^ 
thair suddainlie came ane civill discord a* 
mongest thamseMfis qobairof the lyk was nenf 
seine nor hard of before. The dnik of York, 
the earles of Merch, Warwick, and Salisbeiw 
rie, with monie other nobles of the yealme, con- 
spired against this Hendrie the Sixt, quhair- 
foir thei dissemblit that ire with the Seotismen, 
quhill ane more convenient tyme, and luik 
how bussie they war to vex ws with batteU^ 
being at quyetnes and rest, so they war als 
solicite to procure our peace^ being troubled 
with warres amongest thamsetffis. They send 
ane ambassadour to treat for peace to the kiiig 
of Scotland ; quho be the adryce of the no- 
bilitie, granted the same for three y«ifes: 
thinking it was not best to refills, sietng the 
Inglismen attemptis war suAdieiitl!e«piinisch<- 
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efd in the last foatt^ll, by the hand of Ood. 
This peace was maid in the yeir of God 1 450 
yeires, and this saoieyeir Sir Willame Colvill, 
knyght,' sett vpoun James Auchinleck, ane 
neir freind to the earle Douglas, and slew 
him with sundrie of his freindis, because he had 
snstained sundrie injuries of his freindis^ and 
had nevir gottin redres thairof, notwithstand-' 
ing that the said Sir Wiiliame requyred him 
sundrie tymes for the same effect. Bot the 
earle . Douglas tuik sick high indignatioun at 
the. slauchtelr of his freind^ that he swore so- 
lemndlie nevir to rest qubill he was revenged 
thairof.< And first gathered ane armie of men, 
and hicHed all the landis perteaning to the said 
sir Wiiliame, and thairefter seidged the castle 
quhair he was, quhilk schortlie waswone, and the 
said sir Wiiliame and all vtheris that warthairin 
crutUie slaine, and the hous spoilzied. Thair 
WM 'maiixie of the countrie that commendit the 
earle Douglas his interpryse, for revenging 
6f \m freindis quarrell ^ . if he had beine als 
diligent in punisching of murthereris and 
theifes that oppressed the . poore commones : 
but manie hoped that this tyrannie sould sum- 
tyme have ane end, that wexed thame at all 
tymes; so : cr uellie. 
At the }aat, th« e^rle bje^ig so inriched throw 
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his awin great rentis, and buddis conqueist in 
court, and also be the great exhaustatioun of 
the poore people, and be the great importance 
that fell vnto him be the oursieing of theives, 
h^ tuik purpose to visit other countries, to ad- 
vance his mightines ; in so far as he thought 
no man equall to him in this realme. So John 
Douglas, lord of Balvenie, a man most lyk to 
his awin conditiones of ony man, being con- 
stitute prociiratour and oversier of all affaires 
belon^ng to him in Scotland, in his absence ; 
and all necessary "ththgis being priepared* for 
estate, tbok hisjdurney towardis Flanderis, ac- 
companied With his brother, Mr James Doug- 
las, a man of guid conditione, and weiil be- 
seine in divine letteris, broucht vp ane long 
tyme at the i^cooles in Paris, and luiked'for the 
bischoprick of Diinkell; thairefter to the 
earledome of Douglas, thinking becaus the 
earle had beine so long maried, and not have- 
ing bairnes, dispaired that he sould procreat 
any intymes cuming. Thair wasin cumpanie 
with him inanie nobles andknightes, amongest 
whom was the lordis and knightis of Hamil- 
toUn, Ghrahame., Saltoun, Seatoun, and CHi- 
phant, men of great estimatioun. Thair 
waft vtheris of lower estate, as Gather, Vr- 
quhart, Campbell) Forrester, and Lauther, all 
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knightis and gentlmei^ whose convoy maid the 
earle so proud and ins^olen|t, that be represent* 
ed ane kingis magnificence, qubair evir he 
came. Out of Flanderis he past in France^ aa4 
out of France to Itaiie. and so forwardis to 
Rome. Bot the Romanes having knaw ledge 
of his cumingy mett him. with ane honorably 
companies and receaved him verie princlie 
within the toun* 

Bot within two monethis efter his depart- 
ure, sume of the nobles of, the realme invyed 
the earle Douglas promotiona with so ;great 
rentis and dominiones, and oppfessifig of vtheris 
with ^is tyrranie) vsed of befciir^ begf^joe to de- 
laitt ;hifi]^ and schew hi,s ,prydfuU ambitione 
an^ disdaine of the pepple, and higb^ offences 
s^sfained bq, eyerie maq. the tymii of his grea;t 
cjp^it, , yinto; cp^rt. . Bol i^fonie . siejog place 
giYe9;.ta, i7|en.fhat please^ to plei^ifp^ begane 
day lie tpore, and . mpre to . plenyie vpouo^iis 
lyrannie* Pqtt^^ ki^g, as became ane wyse 
prince,. g^v^e ao; sudden credit in the,earle^& 
absence L. and 4hairfoir^ aend ane herald to 
^mnoiond Joho;,lord Balvenie^procuratour to 
the earle Douglas, to answer to sick coipplanti^ 
as war given in on himself^ kine, and freindis. 
Bo^sieing he wfLs sumquhat stnbborne to obey 
the command givin to him> the king paused 
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ane condpame of m^n <^ warre to bring him in 
a^inst bia will. At the quhilk timei eum 
perswaded him to vse him verrie rigourouslie, 
otherwayis eyerie rebell wold gainstand the 
kingis auctoritie. They sieing no haetie pu- 
ni^chment, and the king nothing mov^ with 
thair saying,, Who thought not best tOfpunisch 
such thingis in this anger^ bot rather obey all 
thingis gentlie, leasts that if he sotild have 
beine rigorous^ thair sould have cum great itu 
conv^nientis and calamities vpoun the com* 
moilnweill; and sua caused accuse bim, and 
spear at htm quhat excusd he had to repell hi^ 
poyntts of dittay and injuries, that waff laid to 
the earle Douglas chaSrge, and vthetis that 
vrar of his counsell and dependantis. Quhilkis 
poyntis^ when he oould-noit gudlie collour 
Umme, he pat hims^lff in th6 kingis will ; tvhd 
comm^ndit him to restore to everie msn his 
owin, efler^ as he might gett tyme and oppoN 
tnnitiel Yitt how soone he escaped in this 
wayes, and was frie at the kingis handis, he 
keiped nevir a word that he had spdkin for 
repairing of his offences as he was c<^mnciandit, 
following the oounsallis of the earles of Or- 
mond and Murray, who albeit, they durst not 
openlie, yitt they suborned him quyetlie to 
4i8obedience, and all ytheris flatterreris to 
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qohom dissentione was evir pleasant, for by it, 
they thought they had ane voluptuous lyfe, 
30 that nothing was so odious to thame aa 
peace. 

The king hearing of this proudness, caused 
the earle of Orkney, chancellour for the ty me, 
pas in Galloway and Ciiddisdale, and gaJlher 
Yp all the rentis in these pairtis to the kingis 
we ; and to mak coUectouris for thateffisct, 
altour, to give everie ane, ane command in 
these countries to refound the skaithes and in- 
juries done befoir be thame, and to eschew 
from offending of thair nighbpuris in t3rroes 
cuming. Bot when the earle of Orkney pas* 
sed to Galloway and Douglasdailly to the ef- 
fect forsaid, accompanied with ane small num- 
ber of folkis, not onlie was he . disobeyed in 
his charge, bot also mocked and injured be 
the edrle of Douglas freindis: The king being 
provocked this wayes to anger, causedTane he- 
rald ^ummond all such men quhatsumevir, of 
hie or low degrie, that favoured any Douglas 
to vnderly the law, and to declair the disobey- 
aris, the kingis rebellis, whose tyrranie, he 
thought to repres with fyre and sword. So the 
king, accompanied with s^ne armie, past in 
Galloway ; att whose cuming, the theives and 
murthereris took sick fear, that the fled to 



JAfiffBS IT. 89 

Strong holdis and strenthis for safti^ of thaiir 
Ijrresi) bot the king sent ane great part of his 
armie to pursue thame, who war r^Used 
verie contamelioaslie ; at the quhilk, the .king 
took so great anger, that he seised all the forta-» 
iices and castles in the countrey, amonges 
%uhoin, he wan the castles of Lochmabane 
and Douglas, and becaus the castle of Douglas 
was so difficile to wine, he caused cast doun 
the same to the ground. Bot Lochmaben wi^ 
garnisched with men of warre, and not eastan 
doun, becaus it was so hastilie rendrit in his 
wilL Yitt he delt thair landis, guidis, and 
geir, to thair creditouris and complatneris^'till 
they war satisfied of all thingis taine froin 
thaime, quhairof the misdoeris war convict: 
The king, notwithstanding of this rebellions 
and disobedience, was not the more cruell in 
punisching thairof, nor he was : at the begin* 
ning. 

At last the earle Douglas being at Rome^ 
it maid him to be aifrayed : Thairfor took 
purpose with all diligence, to cum home iu 
Scotland : but far from the magnificence that 
he passed a way with. For how soone word 
cam to thair eares, they pairted sundrie wayes : 
sum cam throw Flanderis, and sum throw 
France. The earle got saife conduct to cum 
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thrdw Ingland. Bol qiihen he was marching 
near the Scottis bordier^ he sent his bhother, 
Mr inmes, befoir him to the kingis majeslie^ 
to know the kingis mynd towaiHls him. The 
king sieing this young m^n so obedient> 
treating hia brotheris peace^ he receaved 
hiniv veric hiunblie, saying, he desired 
no more of the earle of Douglas in tyme 
cnming, bot that he. woid. punisdh nmr'* 
thereris and theivi& in those pairtis quhair he 
bure ailctoritie . and . rule, and ^namlie, in An** 
nerdailL The earie Douglas^ dfter this, oaoli 
home himselff, and was receaved right heaitii* 
Uebe tbe king, ahd remitted of allbyganesi 
qnhairfor, he promised thankfullie to rule alt 
thingis within his boundes at the kingis coofi- 
mand : and then he receaved all hisr strenthis 
andifortelices out of the bandis of the kingis 
men of warre : and therefter bolditi in so great 
estimatioun, and favoured with the king^ that 
be wiU maid lievetennent-generali over all the 
pballne. Bot he stood not long in this credit: for 
fragile fortoun changes the concditis of men 
in sick maner, that they stand schort whyll at 
ane purpose. So schort whyli efter^ he past 
to speak with the king of Ingland, without 
knawledge of the king of Scutlatid, his awiti 
prince^ to b^ repaired^ as he alleged, of sun*^ 



drie dangeris sustained be frequent incursioned 
of tlie Inglischmen a befoir. Bot the king of 
Scotland was highlie commoved with his pas- 
sage in Ingland, not onlie injayred be him- 
selff, lightlied, be the earle Douglas, bot also, 
he thought sum quyet draucht to be drawia 
betuixt him and the king of Ingland, to hes 
dishonour and offence^ The quhilk, when the 
earle vnderstood that the king knew of his 
quyet doeingis, he tuik purpose and cam righl 
humblie to the, king, seikand pardon for his 
faultis,promi^and solemnedlie^ nevir to comimt 
sick ane offence in tymcmpiug : for quhom the 
Queine and gobies maid great re4|u^ist to for-^ 
give him. The king being moved Uirpwthair 
requeist, took bim againe in fa^ouri^ butide- 
pryyed bin;i of all offices, and dischairged liim 
Qfony adfninistratioun tbaini^f: and thairCori 
placed the es^vle of Orkney, and Sir WilHam 
Crichtoun in these officei)» quho w^r at t^at 
tytne true, faithful, ai^ otedient subjectjis. 
The ^arl^ o^ Douglas was so ofiendit at this, 
that he hated the kingis counsaUouris as his 
deadlie enemies» and speciaWe Sir William 
Prichtoun, for old fead thfit waii betwixt 
thame. Attour sum flatterand . couTtiour said 
to the earle Douglas^ that Sir William Crich- 
toun said among his freindis opinliQ) that the 
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king did not his dewtie lyk atie true and 
faithfiill prince ; not onlie that he thoalled the 
earle Douglas to escap with his lyfe vnpu- 
nisched, foot also reconceilled sick ane man so 
oft to his favour againe, quho had deserved 
ane thousand deadis for his wicked tyrannies 
And said morover, that it had beine guid for 
the commounweill that the earle Douglas, his 
kine, and freindis, had beine rooted out ; and 
thair memorie cleane stamped away : vther- 
wayis, if this be not done, so long as he or anj 
of thame lives, he was assured that the king 
sould never rigiie long in peace and rest a- 
boue his realtne, n'or yitt the subjectis obey to 
bis articles as b^curiii^. 

The earle Douglas Hearing this, gave soone 
of edit to sick vicfked fals* report of ane idle 
lowne, that delyted to put dissentioun betwixt 
Dioblmen: botyitthe suppresed his irfuU mynd, 
and took counsali with his freindis, how he 
solild distroy SirWilliame Crichtoun: for if he 
was cut off and slaine, he thought it but ane 
vef rie small difficultie to wine the kingis fa- 
Totrr with all oiBces he had a befoir ; sua be 
vaine wotdis of wicked vnhappie flatterie, 
thair kindled ane fire quhilk was not able to 
be slokened in thair dayes. At the last, the 
torle of Douglas being adverteised be sum 
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spyes that Sir WiUiame Crichtoun had sett 
ane (}ay to pas to Edinburgh, thought to piit 
^at ynhappie purpose to executioun : anjir 
to that effect, he ordained sum bloodie tyrantis 
to ly in waitt in sum quyet place near hand 
to his gaitt, for his slauchter, Vpoun the 
morne. Sir William Crichtoun, knawing no- 
thing of this, waching for his distruction/ 
chanced near. by to that same place, quhairthe 
boucheris lay,, quho brak About him with sick 
ane reird and clamour, that he was vtterUe 
afrayed and abased. But being advertets^ 
be his sone, ane young valiant man, and sam 
otheris his freindis, to remember vpon ^his <Ad 
Tonted courage, and not to fear, sieing it was 
force either to fight or flie, and the proverb is^ 
fortouu helpis the hardie, but no remeid can 
be found for feiblnes ; be defendit so man* 
fullie, till ane of the brigantis was slaine, and 
ane vther deadlie woundit : and at the lastj sie- 
ing he might not mak his pairt guid, he took 
the flight with his folkis towardis the castle of 
Creicbtoun fqrsaftie of thairlyves, and sua 
escaped the perrill. Bot it was not long vn« 
recompenced) for he gathered ane great com<- 
panie of his kine and assisteris, and cam for- 
wardis to Edinburgh, to be revenged vpoua 
the earle. Douglas^ quho was repoaining thair 
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with tacf smaU number, bot ony suspttioaii of 

Sir : Willivne Crichtonn his gathering r and 

tfiairfor, it waa force to him la file, and 

kive the toun to saiff himseldT, or eUs hot 

donbt he had beine in perrill of his lyff, and 

all they that war with him in companie. 

The mutuall injuries and desphightfull con-' 

ceiUs moved on both sydis, exasperat both the 

pairties, that the ane of thame appearred to 

bring the other to vlter distroctionn and ruin. 

Throw this dissentioun the realme was divydit 

into tuo pairtes and factiones. Bot the earle 

Douglas being verie heavilie comoved that 

he sould so schamfuHie be put out of the tonn 

of Edinburgh, be the deceitfull gathering of 

his enemies, fearing that the king was not for- 

getfuil of so manie offences done be him a be^ 

foir, and thairfoir wold be more favorable to 

Sir Williame Crichtoun than to him, he 

thought to bind a league with sick nobles as 

wold be pairtie ; yea, far aboue, if it cam to 

the worst, both to his vnfriendis and the king 

himselfe, if he wold declare himselff in the 

contrair, and thairfoir sent quyet messages to 

his freindis, and specialtie to the earles of 

Crawfoord, Ross, and Murray, to insist and de-* 

bait againes his incursiones and dangeris,^ 

that appeared to fall vponn presentlie. The 

5 



qubilkis being gladlie granted, fur all thir 
men, as q.ae, bat^d Sir Williame Crichtoan^ 
ivith tha r^st of tbe courtjouris that war m cre- 
dit with the kiog. Bot ony hope of reconci^ 
liatioan tbair w^ naaid ane confederacie be- 
tttixt thir earlefi and thair freindis^ be supperi- 
scriptiones and soleme oathi^, that quhat^um- 
evir vrong was done to thame> or ony of thame, 
Of thair kine and freindis, lould be ane lyk 
quarrell to thame all, oonlrair qahatsumeTir 
man within or without the reabne, and to 
i^end thair lyves, JUiidia, and geir, for the obr 
serving of thia covenant. Tbe earle Douglas 
being so proud and insQlent, that they boasted 
in all paJrtes quhaireyir th<ey cam to haue the 
ruUing and guyding of the realoie, againes all 
menis willis, and to have; thair enemies vtterlie 
extenninat. Bot this ambitioun and vaine 
vaunting was the cans that the king of new 
againe began to hat the hous of Douglas ; and 
also sum limmeris in Douglasdaill thttt bad 
hirreied all the lands perteaning to Johne 
Herreise, a faithfuU subject to the kingis ma- 
jestie at all tymes. Quhairof, quhen this 
Johne Herreise hard of, complained, and 
sought redrese at the earle of Pouglas handis, 
and nevir coiild gett remeid, he tuik purpose 
to revenge the vrong, becaus he gott no jus** 
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witb tad small humber, bot ony suspttioaii of 

Sir Williame Crichtoiin his gathering:^ and 

tfiairfor, it wm force to him la file, and 

kive the toun to saiff himseldT, or elis hot 

donbt he had beine in perrill of his lyff^ anrf 

all they t^at war with him in companie. 

The mutuall injuries and desphightfull con-' 

ceiUs moved on both sydis, exasperat both the 

pairties, that the ane of thame appearred to 

bring the other to vlter distroctionn and ruin. 

Throw this dissentioun the realme was divydit 

into tuo pairtes and factiones. Bot the earle 

Douglas being verie heavilie comoved that 

he sould so schamfuUie be put out of the toun 

of Edinburgh, be the deceitful! gathering of 

his enemies, fearing that the king was not for« 

getfull of so manie offences done be him a be^* 

foir, and thairfoir wold be more favorable to 

Sir Williame Crichtoun than to him, he 

thought to bind a league with sick nobles as 

wold be pairtie ; yea, far aboue, if it cam to 

the worst, both to his vnfriendis and the kin^ 

bimselfe, if he wold declare himselff in the 

contrair, and thairfoir sent quyet messages to 

his freindis, and speciallie to the earles of 

Crawfoord, Ross, and Murray, to insist and de« 

bait againes his incursiones and dangeris,^ 

that appeared to fall vponn presentlie. The 

5 



qabilkis being gladlie granted, for all thir 
men, as 9.ue, bat^d Sir Williame Crichtoan^ 
ivith tha r^st of tbe courtjouris that war m cre- 
dit with the kiog. Bot ony hope of reconci^ 
Uatioan tbair w^ naaid ane confederacie be- 
tttixt thir earles and thair freindis^ be supperi- 
scriptiones and soleme oathis, that quhat^uuir 
evir vrong was done to thame> or ony of thame, 
ar thair kine and freindis, sould be ane lyk 
quarrell to.thame all, oonlfair quhatsumevir 
man within or without the realme, and to 
i^end thair lyves, JUmdis, and geir, for the obr 
serving of thia covenant. Tbe earle Douglaf 
being so proud and insolent, that they boasted 
in all pairtes quhaireyir th^ey cam to haue the 
railing and guyding of the realme, againes all 
inenis wiUis, and to havei thair eikemies vtterlie 
extenninat. Bot this ambitioun and vaine 
vaunting was the cans that the king of new 
againe began to hat the hous of Douglas ; and 
also sum limmeris in Douglasdaill thai bad 
hirreied all the lands perteaning to Johne 
Herreise, a faithfuU subject to the kingis ma- 
jestie at all tymes. Quhairof, quhen this 
Johne Herreise hard of, complained, and 
sought redrese at the earle of Pouglas handis, 
and nevir could gett remeid, he tuik purpose 
to revenge the vrong, becaus he gott no jus** 
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tice. ' Bot this attempt succeidit verie vnhap« 
pilie, for, 4n the hight of Annerdaill he was 
takin, with his complices, and brought to the 
earle Donglas, quhair he was castin in the 
yrones, and thairefter schamfuUie hanged^ as 
he had beine ane theife, notwithstanding the 
kingis commandement in the contrair, and vther 
messingeris sent for that effect. The king 
took verie heavilie with this contempt^ bot 
superceidit it for the tyme ; attour, the people 
was so burdenit with importable chairges, that 
thair was no lyffe for thame, and yitt, notwith- 
standing, they durst not complaine, nor tell 
thair awin miserie in thir troublous tymes, 
for mischeife begi^ne daylie more and more to 
increase. Vther noblmen that war full of 
substance had no will of discord, bot abhorred 
thir civill warres ryssing amongis thamseUfis, 
and lamented quyetlie the dangerous calami- 
ties quhilk lay not in thair power to quhench 
nor stay *• 

* Here the sense is evidently complete, and the narrative 
connected ; but, in the most modern of the' manuscripts con- 
sulted, there is inserted the following passage, which is also 
adopted in printed copies of the work. 

Att this meane tyme the earle of Douglas cast himselfe 
to be stark against the king, and therfor sought and per- 
swaded all men under his opiiiion and servitude, and in spe- 
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Ttifs mischeife mcreased so dayilie, that all 
men todk sospiti^DQe thattbeearteBofDau^M, 
Crawford, and Roes, with thair asiiManpa, 

ciafl, the gentlemen of Oalloway, with Ooik, Opnriokt ant 
CtinHighsRie, and all «ther pairteB that were aeir adjaceot 
unto him ; desyreing them day^ie to vide and f^oe iwiilh hiia 
as ^is own hAQ^old <men and servantn^ and to anist hiaxta 
all thingis whaesomevir he had <to idoe, «ihi^er <at Utts pyghl 
er wrong, wjth the king or againeit him. Bot some othor 
wyse men, seing die danger appearand of the^e^iAe of Dott- 
le pnr6ceidiiigis, coiitrair to the king and 1^ aolhontiBi 
therfor would not assist him, nf>r take pait with him, ner 
tfide, nor gang with hhn, nor he kh man. Att^mg the Test 
«f 'ihtr was one called Maclehui, who was «u«oor itt Bon^ 
bie fbr'lhe *tnne, and sister sime to Bir Pktrick Giajft 
who was maister of Gray, and principal serviCour to tha 
4Eing, and captane of his guard. This Maclelan, for ioaa 
he hare to Ihe icing's grace, and to the mintstnitioBa of ja^ 
tice, would on no wayes ride with the earle of Douglas coR- 
trair the king and his authoritie, nor yit idtbin hk houndis, 
doing no man wrong. The earle of Douglas seing this, that 
this man would not serve him as he desired, came haistiU^ 
unto his house with ane great number of men, «nd saidgss 
it, and took him out of the samine, and had him to the 
Castle of Douglas, and cast him there in strait prison* 
His friendis sieing this, passed to the court to Sir Patrick 
Gray, to shew him the maner hereof, how it stood with his 
isistei's sone. The which, when Sir Patrick Gray heard the 
novelHs, was heavilie displeased at the matter, and -passei 
haistilie to the king, and shew him the raaner hew It stood 
with his sister^s sonne, desyrmg the king's gmce 

r 
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qahilk was the greatest pairt of the realme, 
ftbould hastilie depose the king of his author^ 
tie, quhilk suspitioun being schowia to the 

that he might have his supplication to the eaiie of Douglas 
for to deliver him his sisters sonne, which the earle.of Dou- 
ghs had in captivitie and prisqne for the time. The king 
granted verie thankfullie the samine, and caused write ane 
sweit letter, of supplication to the earie of Douglas, for to 
deliver, the tutour of Bombie to Sir Patrick Gray, his eame* 
This writing being subscrived and signaled with the kin^s 
signet, ther after dely vered to Sir Patrick Gray to use the 
same as bethought cause, who passed haistilie with the said 
writing and suppUcation of the king's to the earle of Douglas, 
who was then in the Caslle of Douglas for the time, sitting 
at his dinner ; and hearing told that Sir Patrick Gray, the 
kingis familiar servant was lighted at the gate, the earle 
mervelied much att the matter^ what that should meane, 
and caused incontinent draw the boards, and rose and met 
the said Sir Patrick with great reverence and humilitie, be* 
caube he was king's principall captane and secret servant, 
and familiar to his grace : Whairffor the earle receaved 
£him] with more thanks. But all w&s under coUour and 
deceat, for the earle had no favour to the king, nor to none 
of his familiars. Yit he inquired att the said Patrick if he 
bad dmed, who answered he had not. Then the earle said, 
ther was '* no talk to be had betwixt ane full and ane fasting, 
therfore yee shall dine, and we shall talke togither at length.'' 
In this mean tyme Sir Patrick Gray set doun to his din- 
lier,and the earle treatted him, and made him good cheare, 
wherof Sir Patrick Gray was well contented, beleeving all 
things to sHCceid well therafter. But the earle of Dou|^a&^ 

9 
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king, he took great fear thairof ; for he knew 
Weill thair factioun was als potent, if they war 
not mair potent nor his awin, for he maid him 

on the other pairt, tooke ane suspitione and conjecture what 
Sir Patrick Grayes commission was, and, dreading the de- 
syne thereof should be for his friend, the tutor of Bombie, 
therfore, in the meane time, when they were at the dinner, 
talking of mirrie matters, the earle caused quietlie take forth 
ithe tutor of Bombie out of prison and have him to the 
greene, and there strooke of his head, and tooke the samine 
away from him, and syne covered a fair cloUi on his bodie, 
that nothing might be sein of that treasonable act that was 
done. 

In this meane time, when dinner was done, Sir Patrick 
Gray presented the kings writing unto the earle, who reve« 
rentlie receaved it, and considered the effect thereof. He 
gave great thanks to Sir Patrick Gray, saying, he was be- 
holden to him that brought 'so familiar ane writting fra his 
prince to him, considering how it stood betwixt thame at 
that tyme ; and, as to the desire and supplicatione, it 
should be thankfullie granted to the king, and the rather for 
Sir Patrick's saike, and took him by the hand and led him 
furth to the greine, where the gentleman was lying dead, 
and shew him the maner, and said, *' Sir Patrick you are 
come a title to late ; hot yonder is -your sister's sone lying, 
but he wants the head ; take his body and doe with it what 
yee will V* Sir Patrick answered againe, with ane sore 
heart, and said, ^' My lord, if ye have taken from him his 
head, dispone vpon the bodie as ye please ;" and with that 
called for his horse and leapt theron. And when he was 
on horsback, he said to the earle on this manner, ** My 
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to misknow aU thsir pFoceidingis, aad sent fot 
the earle Dottgias, and called for him verrie 
humblie to ctun to Sdrlmg, and apeak with 
with, and thairefter called him to the supper 
and bauquetted him verie royallie, thinkand 
if it was possible with good deadis to withdraw 
him from his attempt that he purposed to doe. 

lord, and I live ye shall be rewarded for your lalwurs that 
ye have vsed at this tyme, according to your demerits/ 
At this saying the earle was highlie offended, an4 cryed for 
horse. Sir Patrick seing the earles furie spurred his liorse ; 
but he was chased neir to Edinburgh or they left liim, and 
had not bein his leid horse was soe tryed and good he had 
bein taken. 

But when this news cam to the king, he was heavilie dis- 
coBtented therwith, both at the slaughter, and syne of the 
chasseii^ of his servant. To that effect the king called his 
tecreit oouncall to advyse hereupon what was best to be 
done for to daunton this wicked man, that could noe wayes 
be staunched from reaffe oppression and slaughter, both of 
great men and small. The councell advysed, and conclud- 
ed that it was best to ilatter him, and to bring him in to the 
councell be fair heights and promises ; and, in the meane 
tyme to punish him according to his demerit. So the king 
made him to forget ail faults and enormities done be the 
earle of Douglas in tymes by past, desyring nothing of him 
but that he would be a good man in tymes coming, and for 
that cause desired him effectuouslie to come to the councell, 
making him sure with all promises, that he should be saiflie 
paidoned. Some sayes, he got the great scale thereunto, 
or he would grant to come to the king. 
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At last, efter super, the kinge called the earle 
Douglas to ane secreit chamber, and pot all his 
men a syd except sick as war vpoim the se- 
creit counsaU, aad his awin guard : and the& 
said to him verrie meiklie and gentlie, as it had 
beine hot ane sober offience, incaice of his 
prydfull mynd that he sould gainstand the 
kingis exhortattoun and requeist. ^ It is givin 
me to vnderstand my lord/' said he, '* that thair 
is snm ccmfederatioun betwixt yow and sum 
of the nobles of the realme. I pray yow thairr 
ibir break sick lea^u^ s and secrecie, Ihat is 
not vontsd to )>e vnder ane prince by his au* 
thoritie aad command, aad that yea wold be 
so guid to remove all ^^ceasioun 9s may caua 
the subjectis of the realnie tak suspitions of 
your eyiU lAyodis towardie me. As for my 
selff I know no evill, nor beleives naneof yow. 
Yitt it war mseimand to doe any such thingis 
9» is not consonant to the lawes of this realme 
and pleasour of the kingis leiges. For doubt- 
les it cannot be without aeamtoll of the peor 
|de« not yitt without the prinoes hatred to 
cxNMnitt sidk thingis, as sail cans the peo|^ 
keip evill ordour^ throw evill example, by the 
^uhilk the realme aould be al>used be eyerie 
iBaQ> e¥in as they war a peofde without law 
or justke/V 
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This being said, and manie yther pleasant 
wordis, quhilkis war impossible to repeat, the 
earte Douglas, nothing moved with the kingis 
humanitie, answeired verrie proudlie saying, 
that he could not break that band that was 
once maid, nor yitt would he discharge the 
samyn for no manes sayinges ; and that for the 
great offences the king had done to him, re- 
proachand the king verrie arrogantlie, that he 
had reproved him of all his offences. Yitt 
notwithstanding of his proud answeir, the king 
exhorted him to doe nothing that was dege- 
nerat from the nobilitie of his forbearis, for that 
was verrie vicked that he had begune ; and 
was sufficient caus to tak his lyff, landis, and 
guidis ; deserving forfaltrie, and his name to be 
abolisched and extinguisched for evir. Att the 
last, the king sieing that he could not spead 
with faimes, and also dred that throw so proud 
answeires, warres sould have followed thair- 
vpoun, as was rumored befor, vnles hastie 
remeid war fund, and so he tuik ane great an- 
ger, and thought to doe the thing that waslese 
skaith to the commounweill, nor to trouble 
the haill realme thairwith, and so be pulled 
out ane sword, and said, 1 sie weill my prayer 
can doe nothing to caus yow desist from your 
wicked counsellourisi and immediatiie thair- 
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efter he strak him throw the bodie thairwith; /\ 
and thairefter the guard, hearing the tuinult 
within the chamber, rusched in and slew tha 
earle om of hand. This slauchter was maid 
in the yeir of God 1452 yeires^ Vpoon the , 

twentie day of Februar. 

Thair was in the toun of Stirling, ^t thhi 
tyme, manieof the earle Douglas freindis^.witb 
his brother James, Earl of Ormond, . earle of 
Murray, and the lord Balvenie, kiiygbt Cad^ 
dach, and the lord Hamiltoun, ane man of 
grit estimatioun amonges the nobles^ with 
many other great gentlmen, verrie potent botb 
in riches and freindis. Thir men how.« soone 
word cam to them that the earle was slaine 3 
and word cam to them within the toun, thej 
remained all that night, apud ypoun the mome 
they put James Douglas in his brotheris placQ^ 
as was ordained be the earle a befoir, quh^ 
maid ane lang barring and exhortatioun to 
his freindis to seidge the castle and revenge 
the vnworthie slauchter of bi« brother with 
the kingis lyflfe. Bot they kest sundrie 
thingis in thair myndis, qiihilkis war not pos^ 
sible for thame to doe, sieing they had no ior 
vasioun for this effect, to seidge the castle, be- 
ing so stronge. Yitt they gave the king yet^ 
fie uncouth wordis, saying, th^y sou)d n^ayir 
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with ku6 small number, bet ony suspitiouti of 
£r Willisime Cricfatoan his gtlhering^ r and 
Aairfor, it was force to him lo file, and 
leive the toun to saifF bimselffV <^ ^Ub hoi 
doubt be had beine in perrill of his lyfF, and 
all they tfiat war with him in companie. 

The mutuall injuries and desphightfult con-' 
ceiUs moved on both sydis, exasperat both the 
pairties, that the ane of thame appearred to 
bring the other to vtter distruetioun and ruin. 
Throw this dissentioun the realine was divydit 
into tuo pairtes and factiones. Bot the earle 
Douglas being verie heavilie comoved that 
be sould so schamfuUie be put out of the toun 
of Edinburgh, be the deceitful! gathering of 
his enemies, fearing that the king was not for- 
getful! of so manie offences done be him a be* 
foir, and thairfoir wold be more favorable to 
Sir Williame Crichtoun than to htm, he 
thought to bind a league with sick nobles as 
wold be pairtie ; yea, far aboue, if it cam to 
the worst, both to his vnfriendis and the kin^ 
himselfe, if he wold declare himselff in the 
contrair, and thairfoir sent quyet messages to 
bis freindis, and speciallie to the earles of 
Crawfoord, Ross, and Murray, to insist and de^ 
bait againes his incursiones and dangeris,^ 

that appeared to fall vpoun presentlie. The 
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qubilkis being gladlie granted, for all thir 
men, as ^ue, hat^d Sir Williame Crichtoon^ 
ivith the r^st of the courtiouris that war in cre^ 
dit with the kiug. Bot ony hope of reconcii- 
liatioun tbair w^ aiaid ane confederacie be» 
tuixt thir earles and thair freindis^ be supperr 
scriptione$ and soleme oathis, that quhatsumr 
€V]r vrong was done to thame» or ony of thame^ 
or thair kine and freindis, souM be ane lyk 
quarrell tx) thame aU» oontrair qnhatsumevir 
man within or without the reaUne, and to 
spend thair lyves, landia, and geir, for the obr 
serving of thia covenant. Tlie earle Douglas 
being so proud and insolent, that they boaated 
in all pairtes quhair^yir th^y cam to haae the 
rulling and guyding of the realoie, againes aJl 
menis willis, and to haveithair eAemies vtterlie 
exterininat. Bot ibis ambitioun and vaine 
vaunting was the cans that the king of new 
againe began to hat the hoiis of Douglas ; and 
also sum limmeris in Douglasdaill that had 
hirreied all the lands perteaning to Johne 
Herreise, a faithfuU subject to the kingis ma- 
jestie at all tymes. Quhairof, quhen this 
Johne Herreise hard of, complained, and 
sought redrese at the earle of Douglas handis, 
and nevir could gett remeid, he tuik purpose 
to revenge the vrong, becaus he gott no jus« 
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they war compelled to settle a little a back : 
The quhilk when the Angus men perceaved 
they war put a back, and having so great ad- 
vantage, they cam the more ferclie vpoun 
thame nor they did befoir, and namlie vpoun 
the place that was farthest chairgit ; quhill att 
the last John Colli ct of Bannamoone being sum- 
quhat offendit at the earle of Crawford the day 
befoir, becaus he would not enter his sone in 
his land, the said earle being superior thairof, 
qnhairat the said laird took sick disphight that 
he left the earle of Crawford, and past out at 
ane syd ; whom ane great pairt of the ablest 
of the armie followed. This laird of Balna*. 
moone was captane of the aixmen, in whoiii 
handis the haill hope of victorie stood that 
day. But the earle of Crawford sieing him 
destitate of thame, in quhom he lipned most, 
was compelled to flie for saftie of his lyffe, 
and albeit the victorie inclyned to the earle 
Huntlie, yitt he gat not the same without great 
slauchter of his folkis. Tuo of his brether war 
slaine, with sundrie vtheris gentlmen and com- 
mones. Thair war slaine vpoun the earle of 
Crawfordis syd, Sir John Lindsay his brother, 
withmanie vther gentlmen, quhairof had beine 
great pittie, if thair had beine ane better 
quarrel. So the earle of Crawford being van^ 
quisched in this manner^ it i^ said that ane 
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^entlmaii followed him so ferclie, that he drew 
him in the midis of the preas of the folkis that 
war gathered about thair maister to be his saif 
gaird in the midle of the flight; and so was 
compelled to pas with thame as he had beine 
ane man of thair awin, to the place of Phene- 
vin, quhair he heard the earle say, that he 
wisched himselff tobe sewin yeifes in hell, for 
the honorabill victorie that had befallen to the 
earle of Huntlie that day ; considdering the 
great favour that he had conqueist of his 
prince for his releiffe and repressing of his 
rebellis. Vpoun the morne, after all the dead 
bodies war buried, according to their estates, 
and albeit th^ ^arle of Crawford was overcum, 
as said is, yitt he remained in Angus, as he 
did befoir, and persued all thame that war not 
of his factione, with great crueltie, waistand 
thair landis with fyre and sword, and nam- 
lie thame that fled from him in the bat- 
tell, in casting doun thair houssis tothegrund. 
This battell was strukin vpoun the ascentioua 
day, in the yeir of God 1453 yeiris. 

In the mean tyme, quhill the earle of Hunt- 
lie was occupeyed in this maner for the li- 
bertie of the countrie, the earle of Murray en- 
tred and brunt the landis of Strathbogie, with 
the haill cornes thairof, and all vther landis 
perteaning to the earle of Huntlie, quhilk was 
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no4 long ynrequyeted : £or how soone he wa» 
Tictorious over the eominoun enemies of the 
Fealme, li« iavaidit the landis ol Murray with 
greatter skmchter and erueltie nor was done 
in his boundis : Alt whose cumiiig, the earle 
of Murray, with his freindis and clyei^s^ tuik 
sick fear, be reasoun of th^ recent victorie, that 
il behoved him to flie aff the countrie for the 
saftie of his lyf&. It is said, that the earle of 
jEluntlie cam to the toan of Forres, and brunt 
tike on syd of the toUA that apfiierteaned to the 
earle of Murray's kine acMl freindis, bot spair* 
ed the other syd, he reasoun the greatest pairt 
thairof perteaned to his awia favoureris and 
weiUwiileris. 

SchoFt qvhill efter, the king caused sett ane 
parliament be the counsaU of hificb<^e James 
Kennedie of St Andros, quhair the decreet of 
forfaltrie, quhilk was led againes the earle ot 
Crawford a befoir, waa ratified and approved 
agaiue: his guidis and gear confiscatt, his 
landis deli, himselif delait tratour for his rehel- 
lioun, and his name abolisched and blotted out 
of the buik of armes for evir. And ak James, 
eaiie of Doug^bs, the earles of Murray awiRc^, 
Jiames, lord Haosikoun, and Jobne^ lord Bahe* 
nie^ and vtheris divers landit geatlmen, were 
summondit to the parliament te a certaineday, 
tovBdedy ihelaw for certain crymtt, that Ibe 
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king had to lay to thair charges. Boft thi$ 
was in waine, for none of thaime thought to 
mak obedience or compeirance. And als 
vpc«in the night efter they ivar summcoidit, 
9Hm exploratoaris war sent to the toun of & 
dtnbui^gh to spy the faschione of all thair pvo- 
ceiidingis; quho, at thair maisteris comroandifl^ 
affixt paperis vpoun the kirk doores, seaUed 
with the carle's awin hand and signet, hear^ 
ing thh* wordis in effect : the earle Douglas 
wold not obey command, nor chairge in tym«> 
earning be reasoan the king was Imt ane 
bloodie raurtherar of his awin blood, «nd 
l>peaker of the law of hospitalitie : one fals 
vngodlie thrister of innocent blood, wiftbouft 
just quarrell or occasioun : with maiiy vtfaer 
contumelious sayingis, vnworthie to rehearsei 
At the quhilk, the king tuik so high disdai'net 
that he gathered ane companie pf armed men 
to invaid this tyrrant : And sieing it was about 
the dead time of the yeir, he could doe no* 
thing for repairing of the same, except he 
brunt the comes and hirried the couatriet 
and siew sundrie spy«s: he returned hooM 
againe, and deferred his purpose quhill tihe 
spring Ijyme of the yeir. Bot the earle, with 
his assisteris, tuik littie head of tliair hirschipts^ 
riauohter, or warre, bot was als insolent as if 
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tbey bad nevir beine afflicted with sick mis* 
fortoun : and, moreover, that the Iannis and 
rentis perteaning to his vmquhill brother^ 
sould not cum vnder the handling of Trained 
men, he sent to the Pope for a dispensatioun 
to marrie his brotheris wayff, to whom a great 
pairt of the landi)$ fell throw the deceas of hir 
husband, besydisthe landis quhilkis perteaned 
to hir in heritage, quhilk he could be no ma* 
ner of way obtaine. And, thairfor, without 
law, or ony respect of God, or guid con- 
science, he tuik and maried his brotheris 
way ff to the effect forsaid. 

In the spring of this yeir, thairefter, thir 
intestine warres within the boundis of the 
commounweill, begane to increase more and 
more, and sua cQntinewedtwayeires togidder, 
during the quhilk tyme, the Douglass brunt 
all the landis, and hirried thame perteaning to 
the king and his assisteris, and als to thame 
that war not plaine of his factione. Vpoun 
the vther syd, the king and bis assisteris, ver-^ 
rie loath to vse sick crueltie for thair recom* 
pence, bot rather to break thair proud ene- 
mies arrogancie, waisted and hirried Anner- 
daill, Ettrick forrest, and all vther landis per- 
teaning to the other factioun: Att the last, 
the earle of Douglas speciall freindis, sua 
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many as war left alyve during the daidis cruell 
warres, being wext and irked so long be fre- 
quent hirschipis, andsurfett roadis, draving to 
extreame powertie, gave counsall to thair 
cheife to leive and desist from his seditious 
disobedience, and humblie to desir pardon of 
the kingis raajestie, and render himselfF but 
fraud or guyle in his wiU and gentrice : quho 
of his kinglie honour appearandlie, could not 
deny the same vntu him : for, if a king will 
denud hiniselif of all clemencie and pittie, 
^len it is ane signe and tokin of his fearful! 
dred and terrour to everie man. Attour, they 
gave the earle to vnderstand, that the king 
being so wext as he appeared to thame^ throiv 
longsum and tedious travell tane of the ap- 
peasing of the commounweill^ wold be als glad 
to ressave him in his favouris, as he wold be 
to offer himselff thairto : And sua not bnlie 
sould he be reconceilled to his princej hot als 
might conqueis the freindschip of many othe- 
ris as principall aider of all mischeife rigne- 
and within the realme. Quhen his freindis 
had said this, he maid answer^ that he wold 
nevir put his lyff in that manes will and dan- 
ger that had first pat doun tuo in the castle of 
Edinburgh, that war brothier bairnes with him, 
and als Williame, earle of Douglas, his awin 
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brother; off qnhom the lyk range never witihiQ 
this realme : ^' and was not all tkir men/' sayes 
he, '* called verrie noble, both be himselff and 
his present counsallooris to iigfiteous acti- 
on nnes ; to the eflfect thairby, the law of na- 
ture and hospitalitie, they sonld be evin as it 
war dead, destroyed and slaine vnder tW (ml* 
lour of intertainmenl ; how meikle more fear- 
full is it to me to put myselfF in this danger. 
So he thought thair was but one of tuo to be 
cfaosine, either ^extreame chance of battell, 
quhairby ane might have the vpperhand, or «ls 
if they left the feildis and gaw ovw the inter- 
pryse, they sould be raurthered, slaine, or 'ba^ 
ntsched, aither with fMolltfrable chairges that 
might fall to his hie derisioun, skaith, and 
•schame to his kine and freindis. Schorttie, 
he thought thair was no o^her midway that 
might delyver him of that present danger.*' 
For the quhilk sayings, many begane to leire 
his migiitie courage in sick adversitie : vthe* 
m not onlie disallowed his obstinat mynd in 
sick yickednes, but also reproached the allow- 
eris and fortifieris of him in sick perversed per- 
iwveirance, thinkand, tmd weill it was true in- 
dead, that all they that had fed him with sick 
flatterie and disobedience, both towardis God 
and t}ie king, wold not con^newvnto the hap- 
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pie etid ot this tai&tter, as they hdd promised^ 
to the destructione of the commonweill, and 
destroying of the prince; for they knew that 
his prydfulnes could not laik ane mischeirous 
end, as might be suificientlie vnderstood be 
the example of sick lyk men in all tymes by- 
gane, both in Scottis and vther forrane histo- 
ries. 

Then how soonethe earle of Crawford vnder- 
stood the earle Doil*jglas obstinat and wilful! 
disobedience, for qnhois quarrell he had fallen 
insick mischeife, he dispyted his compaine^ 
and tuik purpose to humble himself, and cum 
in ane base apperrel to the king to ask par* 
^tie. He thought if he wold perseveir in his 
wicked society and band, that not onlie should 
he, his kine and friendis, with thair postentie, 
be delaited, and put from all memories hot 
also the noble actis and deadis of his forbearis, 
quhilk thair guid service had conqueist, baith 
the landis that he possest presentlie, and als 
the kingis favouris, with great laud and co- 
mendatioun of all men, should be obscured 
and forgott for evir. Sua when the king was 
cuming to the Northland, cuming throw An- 
gus, the earle of Crawford cam bairheaded 
and bairfutted to the king, cled as he had 
beioe ane miserable cative, guyltie of ane 

H 
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cryme, committod iq judgmeot, doUorottS* and 
in poore arrayment, to i^ak the judges have 
commiseratioHn and pitie. And so 94CCoaipa- 
ni^ with 9ne mial) number of folkis, sad with 
drearie countenance, kest thame in the kingis 
gaitt. But fra hand he cam befoir the kingis 
grace with teares burstand furth aboundantliey 
and fell on his knees ; quhilk being schowin 
to the king quhat man it wasi and quhat they 
war that was i^ his epmpani^, and that the 
. eaile coaiidit much in th^ kingis ^c^l^m^nci^, 
quhairin he had placed his whole hc$>e of res- 
titotiaun : then, mov^ bot any fear qt dwad- 
cmf, pat him^elSfin the kingis will and morcie: 
the king bad raise hioi vp to gie quhairfoir he 
came, all fear and dr^our setl asyd- Thwi 
it was said that tfeM& earle's PQurag^ b^ug suoa- 
quhat recovered again^, dryed the teanes fr^m 
his eyis, and said to the king in maner foUoiv- 
ing^ ** If transgressouris of the la wis and sta- 
tutis of this realme hoped for na other thing 
fit kingis handis, and princeis havein^ the 
ruell and governement of otheris, bot that 
which the law decerned ; most mightie pHnce, 
I fiie no place left to m^ this day for nemis- 
sioun of my cryme : 3ritt, notwithstanding the 
samyne, reasone itseljQTperswadis me with guid 
hope to cum into thy clemencie, to impetrat 



^^ope f^v ixjy offences^ a^ it war to sun* 
sicker ^achor j; in whois baildis l^es botU th^ 
px>ver of JyfFe j^nd death. Fpr I believ? 
cJ^meAcJjB to fee t}ie principal! qf 3JI roya^ 
^ewtie?, m^ yee to have conqueist the aame> 
9^ ^^ b^Qmnes fine king fibQve all vertfiwes. 

for if my sf^veir sleuth wold J^bour to put a? 

V^ ^r^uoijept^ of the same re^QUje it wold 
9f^^^v to ni^k away all occasiQa^ qf aioen- 
d^m^ut from tbame that fallis suYptyn^e from 
jeasone^ and sua should all kipgi? yertewis be 
pl^(^ur^d and closed up, and ane broad entres 
^p|n|^ to fliU kynd pf defectione and iniquities 
t grant, wdpltd, th^t njajji soujd pf bis dewt 
Jji^ jpiot d^,cJyne from ryght or reaaoupe, Bo^ 
aw thing I requyre, quhat i^ he that ia iu 
greatest ^stimatioun of the commoui^ people 
^n aj^ piviU axvi publiqk affaires^ th?i»t W?^y; 
j^YPW.tbat he hes ueieinf?dlin againes tb^;lawiS| 
^th^r for t;he caus of hatred, favour, drea<l- 
pur, pr invy ? I believe, forsooth^ th^-t np mw 
c^p ipay, it is bpt caieeable to ane man to fall 
iu ane offence, bot to amend and repogii^^, 
ai:^4. cqude^nne lys fault himselff, it is ane gr^?i.t 
gift ^nd benifiet of Qpd : For, it be9i|mest w^ 
^is^f h^s fallin .^u ^rrof, to the quhUk every 
fKU^itall iju^n jis ^ul]pe^, to becu|n penitent, 
9A4mneud his lyflfej^with fir^ie piirjji^os^ tp es* 
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chew the lyk intymes cuming. Ctuhairfoify 
most clement prince, I am ane wearie man 
cum vnto your majestie this day, granting 
that I have faulted, and my conscience bear- 
ing witnes condemnis my awin doeing, in so 
far that I confes I am not worthie to live, 
vnles I be willing on the ane pairt myself, to 
correct the former faschione of my lyfe, and 
on the other pairt, the great pitie of the noble 
hous of Lindsayes to fall into distructione : 
bot if yea help it in tymei quhilk should move 
yow to restore me for my forbearis caus, even 
as it war from death to lyfF againe, for thy 
clemencie quhilk no man hes beine repulsat 
fra, at any tyme, that was moved with 
guid, without fraud or guyle, to humble 
thamselffis thairto, hes givin me ane har- 
diement to ask pardon e for my offences. I 
pray the thairfoir, that I may obteine this 
my requeist, and that for my forbearis, thait 
treuth and constancie, cair and travell, tain be 
thame for the defence of the realme, and be- 
caus the beginning of our hous, progres and 
geneologie of the same, will appear to further 
me in this caise, I sail declar the same brief- 
lie to the first man of the surname, quhilk 
was called Lindsay, ane propper name than 
to him, quhilk now is the surname of our 
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clane. Kenneth, the second son to Alpine, 
rewairded with large boundis, and landis in this 
countray, for his guid counsall and souerane 
manhood in the overthrowing of the Pyghtis, 
ane long tyme thairefter this, Alexander sue- 
ceidit lineallie to him, quho was slaine at the 
bridge of Stirling, fighting richt manfullie 
againes the Inglischmen, our old enemies, for 
king Robert the First his quarrell, vpoua 
quhose factione and partie he schew him selff 
that tyme, and all other tymes right manfullie. 
This Alexander begot Alexander quho was 
slaine at the battell of Dumblane, for the de* 
fence and preservation of the young king, 
David the Second, from the tyrranie of his 
enemies. Schort quhill efter this battell, Pauid 
Lindsay succeidit baith to his fatheris landis 
and etc. ; for he was slaine at HallidonhilL 
when the Scottis men war fighting againes 
the Inglischmen, for the libertie of our native 
countrie : whose nevoy , sone to John, his 
brother, called Jaipes, faucht vppun the bridge 
of London ane singular combat with the Lord 
Waillis, ane strong campione, and of great 
estimatioun with the king of England at that 
tyme, and vanquisched him, notwithstanding 
of his^ strenth and might, to no lese 3chame 
and narvell of his adversaries then grit| 
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kiud and praifi of this otir tatite fcouMri^'. 
Then King Hobert the Second revrai^ed him 
trith the landis and cd^le of Ci'avi^fdrd^ qtihcn^ 
throw our earledome^ h so thoved foi- ht§ sio-^ 
gular behavtdnr to^^irdfs the cdttiM:<o^n#^ll^ 
be his counsall and cdhvoy in aH ih\tl^i§ p^^ 
leaning to the weilfare of the i-ealtiie, fh^ljnae 
erf Robert the Second, tirtd #^ I'ulled witM 
greater craR and tfrisdbme nof in any aig^i^ & 
Woir: for this Jattre* begatt DfeVid, (Jilhtr 
Was ttiy father, quho des^ftfcd gfeat laud UtiA 
praise, for the dilig'efit Jiiquisitidtte ttaid h^ 
him for the searching of the trjltoilris that p^t 
dann thy father, of wofthie InetiiWie, ahd teifc 
so great travell in the ptrnisfcilig thaifof, ihhi 
he de^istit nerir tiU ^verie aihe (ft ffeartre Wdr 
cotidigtiHe pnntsched foi* thaif l^haftifultti^ea* 
sotlrt. Sua no mart cl6ubtis bdt thy excellent 
cte ktiowi* perfytHe, be otor Scottis histories, 
the wisddttie, constaiicie, stfeirfh^ atid sihgular 
manhood, tvith the lyirigular knowledge at 
Wdfdlie affaires of my pfedic^sstotifes, hd#^ 
everie ane hes lost thair lyves fot the libehte 
and weilfafe of this realms. But fy on m^, 
most tni^erable and yh wort hief tratdtrf, (hat isl 
so forgetful} of all thir men ; quhat misoHdIfe 
was in my myrid ivhcn I adjdyncid me hi a^** 
mouB Vith tire tfatotrris that con^pyited iw 
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gftindist thy majeitie, aiid, by my craell doe- 
iDgis, compelled all Angus, with many otheris, 
to invaid thame that war cuming for thy de- 
fence, for the support of the fals conjured tra- 
tdtiris ! O wilfull and fooll hardie interpryse, 
subtill and temerarious purpose ! O high fu- 
rie and woodnes ; O miserable chance to be 
lamented i not onlie have I broucht myselfe 
in this tni^ri^, bol also hes brotight the haill 
noblemen and gentlemen of Angus to extreme 
danger, both of thait lyves and tinsell of 
houssi^. Qnhat isall I say or doe ? qufaair sail 
I goe dr be ? qnhat moyane sail red me of 
this itiiscbeife ? AH law positive denyes that I 
should five. Bot to rjr?e the lyiF out of my 
bodie, the actis atid stat«tis of this realme re- 
quyres that I' should thoall ane schamfuU 
dMd li is of trueth thair Is no remead for 
life nor mm of my adheerehtis, who casuallie 
hes fallin as nien : I ^ifH not say failin from 
thair dew obedience for fear of me, vales thy 
royall majestic, who hes the power of lyff and 
di^ihy mot have pitie and commisseratioun on 
ws, and grant ws grace and pardon, quhilk 
the lawid and aciis of parliameDt denyes vnto 
ws alluterlie. Yitt your grace may doe bet^ 
ter, sieng that kitigis and princes may dis* 
pWitk with lalris arid statatia Attour, it is 
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ane lamentable caice to sie the noble and an* 
cient hous of Lindsayes, conqueist with great 
wisdome and manhood and travellis, to periscb 
onlie for the ofience of onlie on man. I pray 
the thairfoir, most mercifull prince, that I be 
not debarred from thy favoiiris, or exyled 
thairfra, or yitt denyed of thy humanitie, q.uhilk 
hes beine schowin larglie to divers vtberis a be- 
foir. For, if it be ane great excellence to van- 
quisch thy enemie, yitt no leseprais with guid 
adwysement to have pitie on him ; becaus it 
is vnderstood be ane suir puissance, when he 
moderatis his awin strenth and power, and 
knowis how to overcum his awin effectis of 
ony victorie. I regaird not my awin persona 
any maner of way, thairfpir it is content to ws 
to vnderly ony punischment yow pleas,.aither 
to be hanged, to be rivin with wyld . beastis^ 
to be drouned, castin over ane craige. It is 
Bather the fearfuU induring of my dearest 
spous, nor the greitting of my bairnes, nor the 
lamentable sobbing of my freindis, nor htr- 
schip of »my landis, that moves me so meikle 
as the decay and falling of our hous, and la- 
mentable change of fortoun of the noblmen of 
Angus, with the rest of my adheerentis, vrhose 
lyves, landis, and guidis, stan<)is in danger for 
my cans and surname of lindsayes. Have 
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compassioun on the noblemen that concordit 
to my factioun, that they, at the least, be not 
spoilzied of tbair lyyes and heritages for my 
offence." 

Quhen the earle had endit, the noble and 
gentlemen of Angus, that cam with the earle 
to seik remissioun, held vp thair handis to the 
king most dollourouslie, crying mercie> quhill 
thair sobbing and sighing cutted the wordis^ 
that almost thair prayeris could not be vnder- 
stood ; throw the quhilk thair raise sick ane 
ruth and pittie amongest the companie, that 
tiane almost could conteine thamselffis . from 
teares. And so everie man .begane to implore 
the kingis majestie for respit to the earle and 
bis assisteris ; hot principallie James Kenne- 
die, bischop of Saiict Andros,and Sir Williame 
Crichtoun, be whose persuasioun the earle 
cam at the tyme to seik mercie, whom he 
oompelled, contrair thair heartis, to man* 
taine his treasoun and conspiracie, praying 
the king, of his benignitie, to spair him, for 
the experience of his mischeife that had fallin 
thame throw his rebellione, it sould mak them 
inare humble and obedient to thair prince nor 
if thei had nevir fallen a befpir. Attour, so 
great ane manes repentance and obedience to 
^is pripce was not to be Ughtlie4 : have CQn^<< 
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d^rafidne to the cirdnitiistatice of tyme and 
jjresetit danger thslt was in the realme ; for, if 
stek ane thing be ai^ feyth and tnieth, no man 
gudlie can beleive or suspect any iraud or 
gtiyle. 

B^ thir ifienis tvofdis, latpentable gestur, 

cotintenance, and earnest prayeris of the earle 

Crawford and his assistouris, and be the rc^- 

qtieistis ahd pr^yferis of iick ad War about him, 

[th6 king] conrtmatnded thatiie to be of guid 

cotlfoft^ and to bfc of better mynd towardis the 

dilkires of the commodnweill tiOt they war a 

befoir, saying, that he nathtt* desrtred the 

noblemens landis^ lyves, guidis^nor ^eir; bnt 

ittther to conqneid thair heartil; and f^eind* 

schipis : and that it was of trttth, that he wax- 

^ Irfuil Jigain€§ aW conspifatoarife, hot yitt 

ttroW setle bis mynd so soone as they bocame 

pehitent of thair oflFeAces. And ^Iso h^ rnder^ 

stood that it became an prince to be revenged 

ypoitd r^b^liis and tnurthereris, of his majestie 

yit) notltithstanding^ he would vse great niO'* 

d^rMioe heUf in, and deatl with them als g^nU 

lio as he oould, without dang^is of vtherid, and 

^^ill e:it«u»ptd« Aftowr, he desired no gr^dfer 

retenge of thefti, ffOr to si^ ^ri^ man of great 

i^rlt atid courage, MtOift^^tatAd, schort quhyll 

sino^f so t^^hfcrratioUsKe above hiii degHe, iiow 



tettdriftg himSelfF frie without any conripulj 
iibhe, so that he granted he had no othel* help 
eft irefiige of restitution, bdt to i^ender himselff 
lit the kittgis clemeticie. Add that he b^in^ 
dehud bf all hondtir, fear aiid dteadouf sdt d 
sydi staked mereici and forgiirnes of hJtti titi 
his kilies, quhom he pursued most <:fuelH^,^ 
adjdytied artd sotfiat with the rtiost 6rdfcfll ettc!^ 
ftfles ^f th^ i^ealWe; 

McMiir scrcfne the king had said thil^ and sick« 
lyfc ^dfdlsj dchewing hife tilynd inclyried to 
Ih^fcie, he ressaived the earle ihd hii ^smm 
touris to his grace and favouris, absolve thame 
fi'otii lefe majestie, restored tham to thair for- 
mer dignitidjs and estates, cjdhilk was great je/ 
^nfd gladnes to all that beheld the i^ttie. Bttt 
the earle gloried in his happie eventure,- atid 
conv( yed the kingii^ nmjestie iti the norths aiid 
with him ane chosin eompani^ of yoiitig able 
gentlmeh of Angus^ and, in the month thaiN 
efter, banqnetted him in the Castle of Phene* 
vin, and promised faithfullie to be readie I^Jth 
all his forces to fight againest the conjujred 
enemies of the realme> when and quhair it 
pleased the kingis majestie. The earle being 
hi this wyse reconciliat and ressaived in the 
kingis favoUriff, gave over all kind of tyrfanie^ 
and became ane faithfull subject and sicker 
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targe to the king and his subjectis. Att the 
last, in this maner being reconciliat and sett at 
quyetnes and rest, his freindis, and all otheris» 
as appeared, being also in great tranquilities 
fortoun, that suflTeris nothing to remain stable, 
but all thingis subject to ruine and decajr^ 
leining vpoun ane bruckle staffe, thoalled not 
the happie estat of this man long to continew; 
for, in the saxt moneth efter his restitution, he 
took the hot fevir, and died in the yeir of God 
1454 yeires, and was buried with great trumph, 
in the Greyfrieres of Dundie, in his forbearis 
sepulchre. 

In the same yeir the colledge of Glasgow ; \ 
ivas fundit. In the yeir preceiding, Maho« / 
mett, prince of the Turkis, seieged and wan 
the famous citie of Constantinople, and did 
great slauchter and crueltie vpoun the Chris- 
tianes quhairevir he came, Nicolas the Fyft 
being pope of Rome, and maid the same, 
from thence furth, his principall dwelling 
place, and yitt possessis the same. 

In the nixt yeir thairefter, quhilk was the 
fyftie-fyve yeir of God, thair was ane parlia- 
ment sett att Edinburgh, quhair James earle 
of Douglas, Beatrix his brotheris wayfF, prc- 
tendit spous to himselff, George earle of Or- 
mond, audtbe lord Balvenie, war altogidder 
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forfalt and condemned to the dead. Thair was 
ane conventione thairefter, quhair the king 
called to remembrance how that the earledome 
of Murray was reft from James Crichtoun by 
the subtill craft of vmquhill William earle of 
Douglas, and given to Archibald his brother, 
and he restored the same againe to him. Bot 
when James Crichtoun perceaved that he 
could not jose the landis, bot with the hatred 
of monie gentlmen, he laboured fra hand to de- 
nud himself thairof^ and pat it in the kingis 
handis, and his sone thairefter, called George 
Crichtoun, in recompence thairof, was maid 
earle of Cathnes. Attour, William Hay, then 
constable of Scotland, was the £rst belted 
earle of Erroll, and also in the same vther 
conventioun incorporatto the number of lordis 
and barronnes in Parliament, and sundrie 
vther knyghtis, as Darnelie, Haillis, Lyll, and 
Lome. 

Efter this counsall was dissolved, the king 
caused raise ane new armie to pas vpoun the 
commoun enemies of the realme -, and first he 
invaidit Galloway, quhilk was rendrit but ony 
difficultie, with all the strenlhisthairof. Thair- 
efter he past in Douglasdaill» quhair greater 
crueltie was vsed then in Galloway, and the 
haill men and guidis tain vp a& ane just prey^ 
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(^ the kipgis iqen of warre, hecaus this inbi^i^ 
tantes war stubbprne, aad maid thqune %o gaiur 
Silm^ tb^ l^ingis sHictoritie'^. Bpt whea t)ie 

* In the most laed^rp of the MSS. already cit^d, these 
incidents are detailed at greater length.' 

** The XXV. chapter.' Bot when the eaiic of Doug- 

las lands and men were qverthrowna with such calaimtiesy 
Sif James HamilUnm, ^e e^ilis of Do^as fAB94li§r ^rv^oi, 
frsks sent to England for support agaiost the king of Scotland, 
in defence of the earle of Douglas. But he obtained no 
ii\en but money. The which being obtained, he persuaded 
the earle of Douglas to offer the king extreame batteJI. To 
that effect he caused take up bands and men of warre to the 
number of thrie huodieth faorsioen, and thrie |iundr^ fqo>- 
faen, to he under t)ie c^p^nri^ §Dd gpverqu^ent of Jamey 
)fami|(oun, and also he caused seike all clietits and familiars, 
and his tender kindred and friend js, wit(i all them th^t fa- 
voured him in the realme of Scotland at that time, charging 
them to i)e readie at the appointed day, to come to him and 
debate him and his lands against the king when he came to 
fGs^vf hiniy and s^ciallie if he s^iged Abercorne, 

** When the king heard of this perswasione of the earle <^ 
Douglas, he was gteatlie affeared, thinkand that he had wast- 
ed himselfe and his money, and had tyred all his subjects in 
the persute, hership, and dantoning of the earle of Douglas, 
die wfailk he thought by that extreamitie, that he had uaed 
t^Vfard the earle of Do^glas^ ^as occasion if tfie ^id earle 
might i^ partie to bin; be any way^ that he npiight give him 
batfell, either be tinsell or wining to put the whole realme 
in jeopardie ; the which the king was verie loath to doe : 
and so the king was verie pensive in his mynd, what was best 
to be doiie in defence contrair the earie of Douglas, whom he 
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^eaorle Doiigks landis war Qverfhrowne with 
Bick calaoHties, James Lord HamiliDun, the 
learle Douglas familiar fireind^ was sent ih Ing- 

JuBuew to hftve so Mumy favourers at that tyme, that it was 
iinpD9si)>le to be |»rtie to the said earie, if he pleased to rise 
tfaiiMt him and give him battail* Yet the king devysed 
ane anbtill ^d craftie meane agunst the said earlc, that is 
to say, he caused the word gang to the earle of Douglas 
easUf that he was to passe out of the countrie, and that for 
fear of the earle of Douglas. 

^ Thw thingis coming to the earle of Douglas, he was verie 
i^oiccd heeveat ; and was the slaker in the rising of his men 
f^d wmie against him, thinking that he should obtaifle his 
yuipose, but any battell or ganestanding of the king. But 
IB Ihis me^ne tyme, the king caused the earie of Oiiney,1ire 
.carle of Angus, with others sundrie foarrons and gentlemen. 
to the number of ^six thousand men, with provision, to be 
teadie at aae certane day ; as iie advertised them to passe 
to the casitle of Abercome, and to seige it. 

*^'In this mesne time the earle Douglas, hearing that tlie 
Jting's armie was come to the castle of Abercorne, and was; 
Aeigiiig it, he believed surelie that the king had been there 
lumselle. Therfor he sent and warned all his kinred, anil 
•fneodsyaBd-alyants, and all that would doe for him in Scot- 
land, chargeing them to meet him at Douglas, the tenth day 
lieirafter, with twentie dayes victualls, to passe with him to 
4he castdl of Abbercerne, ther to rescue the samine, or els 

to give the king battell, and cause him either to fight 'or file 

4mt of Scotland. 

^ The king hearing this, was stupied in his mind, thinking , 

bii armie was over little at tiiat time, to debate against the 

carle of Douglas, fcnr it was showen to him he would be 
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land, to desir support againes the kingis ma* 
jestie, quhilk, quhen it was refuissed, and se- 
ing no out gaitt, he perswaded the earle 

fourtie thowsand men in armour against the king at tihat 
lime. The king, seing no refuge, f>as8ed in ane sbipe hasti- 
lie to St Andrewes, ther to meet with bishop Jameb Kenne- 
die, and to have his counsell thairunto, showing to him that 
the earle of Dougks was gathering ane great armie either to 
fight with him, or to chase him out of the counthe : and al- 
soe he knew noe support to be had hastilie at that time; 
therfof he desired his counsel), what he thought best to be 
done hereintill. This bishop was ane wyse and godlie man, 
and answered the king in this maner, as after follows^ sayings 
** Sir, I beseech your Grace, that ye take a little meat to 
refresh you, and I will passe to my orature and pray to God 
for you, and the comonwcalth of this realme and cuntrie. 
This being spoken, the king passed to his disjoine, and the 
bishop to his orature to mak his prayer to AJmightie God 
to open his mouth to give, him knowledge and utterance to 
^v« that noble prince, who was destitute and comfortles of 
all good counsell, that he might give him instructione and 
learning how he should escape that great perrell and danger 
apparentUe to fall at that time. Then this bishop took the 
king's grace be the hand, and led him. to his oratute, beseik- 
ing him to mak hii> earnest prayers to the Almighty, thai he 
would strengthen him witn his holy spirit, that he might 
with ane bold courage resist his enemies, who were risen a* 
gainst him contrair the commandement of God, and com- 
monwealth of the cuntrie, beseiking God of his mighty pow- 
er and grace, that he would grant him victorie of thes con** 
spirators and rebellers, who wer risen against him, but any 
cause made be him, and speciallie that he would grant him 
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Douglas to gather his haill forces, sod to in* 
lerpiyse his recoveries in sett batteil againes 
the king, and tak the extreme chance of for« 

the upper hand of the earle of Douglas, and his complishesi 
likeas he had done before against him and his oppressors, 
when they oppressed the commonwealth of the cuntrie* 
This being done, the king passed in this nianner to his devo- 
tion, as tills holy bishop had commanded him. And after, 
\yhen the king had ended his prayer to Almighty God, then 
this bishop, seing the king desolat of good counsell, and-dis- 
paired of good hope or success of any victorieto fall to him, 
contrair his enemies, caused him to pfiisse into his studie, or 
secreit house, where his' bowes and arrowes lay, with other 
sundrie jeweHs of the sud bishop's.** 

The remainder of the general narrative proceeds as after- 
terwards given iii the text, when describing the character of 
Bishop Kennedy, but somewhat more diffuse, and also with 
slight differences in the arrangement. Complete coinci* 
dence, indeed, is seldom seen in two manuscripts of unequal 
antiquity, and, as already observed, all that have occurred to 
the editor of this volume differ from each other. 

It cannot but appear remarkable that a subject should thus 
be able, on a sudden emergency, to collect a military force, not 
only sufficient to overawe the sovereign, but exceeding all the 
troops which he could raise in his defence. Nothing can 
better prove the inefficient government of Scotland, and the 
rebellious sentiments of the powerful nobles ; and, unloss 
fur the interposition of fortuitous circumstances on this oc» 
casion, possibly a struggle might have ensued, whether the 
family o( Stewart or Douglas should wear the crown. The 

•l 
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loan, rather than ly in perpetual danger and 
continewall afflictioun as they did ; for if they 
gott the vpper hand, they sould have the realme 

tamultuous overthrow of royalty is commonly followed by a 
competition under whom it shall be revived, and in those 
days the existence of any democratic faction, that is, popu- 
lar influence, had not been conceived possible in Scotland. 

If we are to credit most of our ancient historians, power- 
ful armies could be brought into the field with little warn- 
ing. But, with them, we cannot deny that thirty and forty 
thousand seem numbers always ready at command, and we 
can scarce avoid conceiving that their descriptions are 
frequently exaggerated. It is difficult to believe, that, in 
a country said to be so thinly peopled, where agriculture 
was in infancy, and traffic almost unknown,- so great an ar- 
my as seventy thousand fighting men could be collected on 
the emci^ency in question. If that regular progression 
which we are taught to admit has taken place in the popu- 
lation, we should be prone to conclude that .there were hard- 
ly so many men in all Scotland fit to bear arms three hun« 
dred and Afty years ago, or, if such were actually the case, 
that it is far from probable four-sevenths of these could be 
levied by any subject, however potent by alliance or ter- 
ritoty. 

Yet it must also be considered, that the levies of old were 
carried to an infinitely greater extent than those of the pre- 
sent day, which cannot fail to influence our opinions ; nei^ 
tber had a commander to combat the same difficulties as are 
now experienced in subsisting an army. 
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at thair pleasour, with ane houris travell> and 
if they war overcum, himselff^ kine, and freind- 
is, could be no wors nor they war alreadie ; 

All men between sixteen and sixty were summoned to 
attend the soTereign, and each vassal was subject to the 
command of his immediate overlord, though the whole were 
bound in service to the king. But the individuals compos- 
ing this levy were not merely obliged to give personal at- 
tendance ; it was necessary that they should come prepared 
with arms and armour, and a supply of provisions for a cer- 
tain specified time. Numerous examples occur in the roy- 
al proclamations, by which this is diversified, according to the 
expected duration of the duty, and here we see the adherents 
of the earl of Douglas attend him with the like means of 
subsistence. So indispensable a precaution was the provision 
of the soldier, that an example will soon appear of the total 
failure of an expedition, where delay occasioned premature 
consumption of his supply. When exhausted it does not 
appear that any measures except plunder from the enemy 
were adopted for its renewal. 

From these circumstances, it is evident, that a principal 
chance of success on the one part, rested in the promptitude 
of. military movements, while, on the other, an enemy was to 
be enfeebled by protracting the contest. Accordingly, we 
observe, that so long as the immediate accomplishment of 
the intended purpose was kept in view, the energy of the 
troops was greater, and that it declined in proportion as that 
became more remote. 

On cousidering the manner in which the Scotish levies were 
nade, little doubt can remain that an army was composed 
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aiid his enemies should put ane haisti^ end ta 
aH tbair caires and labouris, quhilkis had 
troubled thame so long. For not onlie was. 



of a tumyltuous assemblage of men, for the most part un- 
skilled iu warfare ; nor wejre their leaders adapted. for inuch 
more than predatory incursions on an e^emy. Personal 
prowiess was nevertheless effectually substituted for a refined 
Knowledge of military tactics ; whence an inferior force 
was wpnt to defeat the plans of a more powerful adver* 
sary. In contests with the English troops in the fields 
^e superior knowledge of the latter, rendered them in gfim 
neral successful, and in tlie prosecution of sieg^, both 
parties relied on the skill of foreigners. The besieged 
seldom submitted without the most determined resistance ; 
nor is this surprising, if we reflect that, by the barbarous 
usage of antiquity, the puiiishment of a garrison by a vie* 
tpridus enesmy was cruel, in proportion to the vigour of 
defence. Frequently a brave commander and hU comrades 
were massacred in cold blood. 1 

Like all nations emerging from barbarism, our ancestors 
were impatient of cQntroul : if matters did not suit their ex- 
pectation, they considered the bond of allegiance dissolved* 
As the clans were under their respective leaders^ it is not 
difficult to appreciate the danger tp the commoQ ca^se with 
which the dissatisfaction, qf' the Mtter was pregnant. On 
such occasions, they either evaded approaching in sufficient 
time, or afterwards sougl^t means to withdraw, when Uteir 
assistance might be most useful. Severe penalties were 
therefore attached to either offence* Protracted operations 
of warfare wt^re utterly adverse to the dispQjbition and incli- 
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the lord Hamiltoun and his aclheereptis dy^, 
paired of ane better fortoun to caip,.bu|.i^^ 
the might perceave extreme <J^nger at Jiq^pdi 
throw daylie aiigqientatioQa of the. .kiogis 
power, and continewall cjiminisching of thaif 
avyin power* James, earle of Pouglas, in^amed 
with thir and yiher sicklyk wordi8> g4th€^^d 
his clyandis, kine and freindis^ jand. passed fqr-^ 
ward with displayed banner, to seik the kiflgis 
armie, lying at the seidge of -^bfircprne, qnlnlk 
notwithstanding war monie les |)iau ^h? ^arle 
pouglas armie, yitt the exc^idit thaiqe f^f in 
strenth and courage^ sua that when the battel* 
lis war arrayed, standing in otherb sightiSi 

nation of the inhabitants of Scotland : rapid in<;ursions and 
speedy retreats were best adapted to their genius. 

Nothing was so injurious to the state as the unremitting 
wars of the people, either from internal dissension, or from 
cpnte9ts with the sister kingdom : for the peasantry being 
removed from their prop^ vocation, not onjy afior^f d an 
opportunity for the destruction of their slender means of 
support, but agriculture, on which the subsistence of a na- 
tion so essentially depends, was retarded, and rendered abor- 
tive. Bands of lawless freebooters besides, arose, who, shel- 
tered, hj the name of their clan, plundered indiscriminately 
fiom friend and foe : and many w^e at length glad, by yo- 
luntary sacrifices, fo purchase immunity from their licenti- 
ous depredations. ^ 



194 CR0NICLB8 OF SCOTLilKD. 

James earle of Douglas perceaved his folkis 
sumquhat dejected, and dreadfull in counte* 
nance ; he retired thame back to thair camp, 
thinkand that they sould be better incouraged 
to fight vpoun the mome. But this displeased 
his freindis and principall counsellouris, who 
war highlie commoved, and declared that his 
purpose wold be his Ttter disadvantage^ and 
should perchance nevir gett so manie in his 
opinion, semblit in armour againes the king 
to perform thair purpos ; for that, withdrawing 
of the armie to thair camp againe, should en* 
cowrage the kingis men so and mak thamself- 
fis the more feible. And aboue all men it dis- 
pleased James Lord Hamilton, quhairfoir in 
the night following he begane to pause and 
muse with himselff, how throw blind affectioun 
he had followed and debaited the quarrel so 
long of James earle Douglas, without richt 
or reasoun, and being angrie with himselff^ 
he called his dependeris and freindis quyetlie^ 
with whom he passed to the king, and having 
receaved pardon of his ommissiones, he was 
restored to the kingis favowris againe, quhilk 
when the earle Douglas' armie perseaved, 
they faded away peice and peace, so that 



JAMBS II. 135 

vpoiin the morne lliaireiler, thair appeared 
nothing in the kingis sight hot plaine fieldis ; 
and albeit the Lord Hamiltoun yvos forgiven 
of his offences, yitt the kingis majestie gave 
him small credit in the beginning, but thair- 

• 

efter sent him to the castle of Rosling to be 
watrdit with the earle of Orkney, qnhill he 
had won the Castle of Abercorne, quhair he 
losed manie of his fotkis, and sundrie richt 
evil! voundit. But when he did remember 
that the baill victorie of the Douglassis had 
fallen to him bot ony blood or strak or sword, 
throw the disertioun of the lord Hamiltoune, 
and leiving of thame, he receaved him as ape 
of his familiar servantis, sua at the last gave 
his eldest docliter to him in mariage. 

But when the earle Douglas vnderstood 
himself to be destitute, and left of many of his 
principall freindis, by whose assistance he had 
interprysed so high matteris contrair th? 
kingis auctoritie, he fled in Ingland with his 
brother to €onqueis himself support, to reco- 
ver the thing he had lost : and within schort 
quhyll thairefter, he returned with ane cgm- 
panie in Annerdaill; quhiik was garnisched 
with the kingis men' of warre for the tyme» 
quho mett the said earle Douglas, with his 
brother and thair assistouris, and fought man- 
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fuUie contcair thame^ and put thfim lo flighty 
In this battel! tvas slaine, Archibald^ earle of 
Murray, with divers vtheris gentlman and 
commounes by waiged men: and George^ 
earle of Ormond, efter that he was verrie e?iU 
youndity was tain and keipit in prisone ver- 
rie straitlie, quhill he was hailled of his vouo- 
dis; and thairefter, brought him to the king 
at Edinburgh, qubair he was headed for hiB 
rebellioun. The earle himself, and John, lord 
Balvenie, escaped verrie narrowlie through ane 
wood, quhairin they fled for saftie of thair 
lyves. It is said, that the adverteiser of this 
prosperous succes, brought with him Archi* 
bald Douglas' head to the king ; quho was re- 
ceaved be the king with verrie great tbankis. 
Efter this battell, albeit, James, earle of Dou- 
glas, was destitute of his kine and friendin^ 
and had lost mainie of tbame : nather had he 
hope of ony support of Inglaind* Yitt, neverr 
theles, evir defiding vpoun goid fortoun, he 
passed- to Donald, lord of the Illes, and earle 
of Ros, quhom he knew to be ane of proud 
mynd, and inclyned to wickednes and mis- 
cheife, soUsted him to him to his opinion, and 
was participand of his rebellioun. For this 
Donald gathered ane companie of wioked mis* 
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oheiTOtis limttkeris^ arid inradit the king on 
everie pait quhaifevir he cam, with great cnid* 
tie, not spairing old nor ydang, without re^ 
gaird of wy ffeSy or young infantis in the cradle, 
qnhilk would bave moved ane hairt to cOnn** 
nlisseratioun : and brunt villages, tomies, and* 
COTiies, and took sick pl^itie of riches ahd 
guidis, that they could not gett the same 
scarclie cat*ried away. He invaidit Argyll in 
the same tnaner withtheilleof Arrane, quhmr- 
ofj quhen he had gottin the castle with fraud 
and gnyle, he maid it equall with the ground, 
and syne he chaced Geoi^ge, bischope of the 
Hies and Ardgyle, and slew sundrie of his 
fheiikiis and servantis, and himseifF escaped 
ilarrowlie be flieing to ane strength* Att the 
lasty be paM to Lochmabane, and out of that 
l9 Murray, qubair he invaidit with n6 lese 
cruieltie nor he did befor: and speciallie 
qnhair tfaatr was any favourer of the kingis 
majestie. Attour, he distroyed and brunt the 
toun and castle of Innemes, and this he did 
not so meikle to pleas and gratifie the eaite noi 
Douglas, as he did r^oyce to foster mii^lireife 
aad witdbednes^ to the quhilk he Was given ^^ 
laneriiea Ciuhiiki^, when sick cruell ' war and 
dissentiousi raing ttt iSootladd, the king bf lojg*- 
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land perceairing comodious opfNMtanitie to 
tak the advantage^ as bimselff and his priedi- 
cessouris Tont evir to doe befor since the ille of 
Brittane was inhabited, commandit that his 
borderis should be brokin, and incursiones to 
be maid : quhilk was done at bis command, 
but knawledge of the Scotismen, quho having 
no suspitione of forraine nationes, war spoil- 
zied of thair bestial! ; cornes and houses de- 
stroyed and brunt ; and sundrie gentlmen and 
commounes hurt and slaine for the defence of 
thair guides and geir : sua we perceaved, that 
Ingland had not forgott old quarrelis vpoun 
ane small regaird, when the saw any appeir- 
and vantage to have beine maisteris. And 
be the contrair, they war faine to thig and 
crave peace and guid will of the Scottismen, 
when thair was peace and vnitie amongest the 
nobles, leiving vnder the subjectioun and obe- 
dience of ane furthie and manlie prince. But 
albeit that the king of Scotland perceav- 
ed that the realme was overgaine with civill 
wariVs on the ane psurt, and that it sould be 
both skaith and sdiaoie to him on the vther 
part, to thoall sick <high injuries without re- 
meid>zitt> he dissembled till ane tyme more 
gaiofand) to be re vbngit vpoun his enemies. 
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. Att this . tyme, Be^utrix Douglas, maidin 
of Galloway, sieitig nothing to cum ypoun 
hir pretehdit husband James earle of Doug- 
las, bot vrieak, shoe fled to the king cry^nd 
mercie for hir offences, laying the wytte 
ypoun the said James/ hir husband, and hir 
wicked counsallouris and flatterreris, who had 
not onlie' fylled hir in making of that, wiked 
manage, but also against hir will confstrained 
hir to doe the same ; sua being destitut of all 
guid counsallouris and assistouris, could not 
gainstand such ane pairtie ; quhilk now hav* 
ing opportunitie, said she, of the earles ab- 
sence, to flie the societie of ane wicked , and 
vngodlie lyfe, cam to seik the kingis protec- 
tioun and remissioun for hir bygane offences, 
quhilk was ane cryme committed ypoun ne- 
cessitie, rather than of sett purpose. The 
king, efter he had forgiyen this gentlwoman 
and receayed hir in his fayoures, he married hir 
ypoun his brother, Johrie earle of Atholl, the 
blak knyght of Lome's sone, and tochered hir 
with the lordschip of Balyenie: quhilk when 
the earle of Ros' wayff ytuderstood the kinjg to 
be sum pvtiii; favourable to all that sought his 
grace, shoe fled also yndei* his. protect! one,. 'to 
eschew the criiell tyranftie of • hir hii&b^nd^ 
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quhilk shoe dredit samtymes befoir. The king 
called to remembrance that this yomain^ was 
married not be hir awin counsall, to Donald 
of the Illes ; he gave hir aiso sufficient landis 
and leiving, qnhairon shoe might leive accord* 
ing to hir estate. 

Not long efter this» Patrick CrichtottiH ane 
of the kingis own court, who was ane favourer 
of the Douglas factione, craeUie without anjr 
ruth, slew Johne Sandelands of Caither and 
4ne Allane Stewart besyd DumbartaAe, be* 
cans they war the kingis adhearentis : quhilk 
was not long vnpunisched ; for his majestie 
vsed sick diligence^ qnhill he apprehendit the 
tyrrant and his complices, and put thame to 
dead as they deserved. 

Schortlie efter this, sundrieof the nobles and 
grekt men deceist, sick as Williame earle of 
Errol, constable of Scotland ; George Crich- 
toun earle of Caithnes, who being vext with 
great infirmities, becaus he had no sones to 
succeid in his place, he resigned the landis 
quhilk he gott to him and his aires maill on- 
lie, in the kingis awtn handis, sieing th^ir was 
no lyffe for him. The landis should have 
follin to the croun efter his decease. Sir Wil- 
liam CrichtouD, sumtyme chanQellour^ deceast 
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this same yeir, ane man of great forsicht, and 
singular manhood, ane faithful! subject, and 
ane sicker targe to the commounweiil, to his 
lyves end : And als Alexander earle of Cravr- 
ford, of whom mentioun was maid of befoir ; 
IB whose rowme David , his aone succeidit, ane 
of the noblest in those dayes. And many 
otheris nobles and gentlmen whose names 
iwar tedious to rehearse. 

Not long efter this, Hendrie Pearsie, earle 
of Northumberland, and James eaile Douglas* 
who was latlie foifalt, entred in the borderis 
with ane great armie, both of Scottis and In** 
glismen, and waisted all with fire and sword 
quhaireTir they cam : quhill at the last, the 
earle of Angus mett thame with ane companie 
of chosin men, and pat thame to flight ; for 
when the araiies war fightand most cruellie, 
with vncertane victorie, ane great pairt of the 
Inglismen, not small in estimatiouni greidie 
for geir and prey, more nor for honour or fear 
of their lyves, begane to spoy 11 and dry ve a^ 
way thair enemies horsis and guidis, and left 
thair nighbouris in battell, voyd of support, 
quhilk maid ane facill and path way that dayt 
to obteine the victorie. In this battell war 
slaine of the Inglismen to the number of four<^ 
scoir ; and threscoir and ten gentlmen takia 
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captives, with otheris that war taine in skir- 
misching befoirthe chok of the battell; When 
this victorie was told to the king, and how the 
Inglisinen had vaisted so meikle vpoun the 
borderis, hot ony occasione or break of him to 
Ingland, be was verie sorie that the realme 
had beine ouerthrown in itself with discord 
and civill warres, and himselff troublet day be 
day, that he might not goidlie be' revengit of 
tfaair saikles injuries and incursiones« Attour, 
it offendit him most of all, that his enemies 
raged more and more in their insolencie, and 
that he was 6ompassed with rebellione on 
ererie syd ; so that he could not interpryse to 
requyt thair invasiones without great loss of 
men and guidis, and putting the realme to ea:- 
tream danger. In the mean ty me, when the 
king was musing vpoun this purpose;, Donald 
earle of Ros, and lord of the Illes, sent mes- 
sengeris to his majestic, to be remitted of aH 
offences and rebellion that he had done, think- 
ing weill that he was so merciful to the earle 
of Crawford, that he would be no lese merci- 
fuU to him; hot he wjold not put himselffe in 
perrill as, Crawfoord did, and thairfoir sent 
one of his most speciall freindis, who obtained 
his remissioun, pairtlie throw the kingis hu- 
manities and pairtlie throw the requeistis of 
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sum of the nobles of the realme. Bot the 
Jcingis majestic led the matter verie crAftilie, 
and fand the moyane how he wold not open- 
lie and plaintie forgive at that present, the 
wicked and treasonable deadis of this wicked 
tyrant; nor yitt wold he mak the messengeris 
despair' of thair cheife remissioun ; bot an* 
swered.thame verrie crdhtlie and gentlie, hoW- 
iog thame in 'hope; ■ sajring, that the earle of 
Ros nevir deserved to be 'remitted at his hand; 
for his crUeU^e and rebellion Jd.tlie committed, 
yit nevertbeles, since 'all <men on earth, atid 
speciallie kingisand princes, thatTepresentis 
thedivyne majestie of God, who' of his -vn- 
speakable goodnes, receav^es man in the' W 
some of his mefrcie, so soone as he repientis^hihi 
of has sine, riot for any gmd dead that- man 
c^n doe to recompeoce him; who should thrist 
no mariis blood, bot to be gracious and mer^ 
cifuU to all that ar becum pentitent of thair 
trespassis, yitt becaus it perteanes allanerlie 
to God, to know the invard thoughtis and 
heartis of men, nor that manes nature cannot 
perceave fardder nor he sies be outward tokines 
and signes, and thairfoir he would the earle of 
Ros doe sum notable act qiihairby all men 
should perceave and understand that he re-« 
peoted intirelie with his heart, befoir he shoHld 
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r^eatYG full remissioun of all offenoes. Atftour, 
that the earle of Ros should refound ; all the 
skaith of tQUues^ fortalices, and villages, that 
be had either brunt or casteo doun, and to re^ 
ptpre the gMidis and geir to eyerie man^ that 
he had takin away. This being done, the 
CMurle of ^^w shQuld be remitted, and his com<^ 
plicies^ of all ofiences bjgane.r 

Suf, the north isles, beii^ aelt at rest^ the 
king sett his.haill cure to invmd loglaad^ and* 
aith^r.tQ he rerengit, cor els requytted of all 
opprefl^iQqes. A^ to bring his purpose more 
e^sie tp eff^Qt^ be ordi^ined quhal way this 
should be done tnost eommodiottslie^ Beit be« 
holdj. dwing the tyme of th(i% conventionii, 
thair QIMB aM ambassadaur from Riehanly 
Ptti;k. qC York} Bdward Mortimer eaiie of 
Wwrwick) with tbair confederaAiSy to seek sap* 
par( of men of warre^ contrair Headrie, king 
pf Ingland* qnhom they purposed to depoae of 
his royall dignitie, albeit this Hendrie, thww 
bis awia sleuth and n6g%ence^ and wicked 
oounsall* had lo^ France and Norraandie^ 
quhUk his forb^aris had qoaqueist to his band, 
Yitt he tuik matteris so high and desperate 
ih^ almost mbteired the consultatiQitn of great 
mv^ iK^blmen^ whom- it behoved to apend thair 
lywes »nd lftndi$ for the rceovermg thairof^ h^ 
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admitted no such men to his counsdll, hot ex* 
tolled slaves and men of small estate, be rea- 
soun they could i3atter him, and that was de« 
lectable to his conceit : and preferred tbame 
to the adminislratioun and government of the 
commounweill befoir all nobles and gentlmea 
of the realme, quhois manheid and deadis 
spred throw all the world : and war comoved 
to conspyre and conveine thamselffis againes 
him to depryve him of the croun ; specialiiet 
tlie noblmen of the kingis hous, to whom the 
just title of the croun of Ingland appertained; 
quhilk befell thrid sone to Edward9 

lawful! air to Richard tl^e Second^ that 
of his bodie war discroyed and put doun be 
Henrie the Feird. So now, at this present, 
the duik of York, thinkand that he had better 
occasioun Xo recover the croun nor Hendrie 
the Feird had to releive the same fra Richard 
the Second, and Leonellis posteritie adjoyned 
thamselffis ia conspiracie with thir noblmen^ 
be whose moyane and assistance he purposed 
to recover his richt and heritage, that had 
beine haldin and reft so long from him and 
his forbearis. Becaus they war not. equal], 
nather in riches nor power, within thamselffis^ 
they sent to the king of Scotland, promeisand 
perpetuall freiudschip, with great rewardis^ if 
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tbey brought thair purpose to effect. Sua^ 
f^heu the unbassadour gatt presence of the 
kingis majestie, in sicht of the lordis and 
earies conyeined for the tjrme, the prmclpaU 
or thame made his barring in maner follow- 
ing. 

^* How wicked and vngodlie a thing it is^ 
most mightie and invincable prince^ to place 
ane ignorant in hie estat and reginent of ime 
countrie. How can it be that a man who 
cannot guid himselff, sail wyslie guid vtheris ^ 
Be the confrair, how necessar thing k is^ ane 
wyse and potent prince have the railing over 
ane resitne, quhairof we have the expepence 
both in our dayes, by divers manner of Waycs. 
For all kingis and princes, most redoubted 
prince, marvellis of thy craft and wisdome^ 
who, being but ane young man, or rather ane 
chyld, hes sett and put to rest the realme of 
Scotland, without great slauchter and effusioqn 
of bloody be ane excellent witt and divine 
knawledge and providence^ quhilk, in thy mir 
noritie, was wreakit and divydit be the sedi- 
ditioun and factiones of potent men within the 
samyne. Sua we most, of verrie force, grant 
the felicitie and happie progres of all thy 
doeingis hefoir we enter to intreat into vther 
mattei3s« Thairfoir we pr^y that the prospe- 
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rotts beginniiig may indure for evir. Bot our 
king Hendrie, how vnlyklie is he to tby man* 
neris and conditioned, and how far different 
from thy vsage and governance of ane realme^ 
and bow be does behave bimseife, as it is. vn*^ 
known to tby majestie. For the ignorance of 
that man, infected and corrupted with everie 
eidll counsall and flaiterie, not onlie is the. 
proun and ilouriscbing fame of Ingland sup«» 
pressed and turned to scorne, hot also ane 
great pairt of the impyre and dominion of 
France, yea nothing inferior to the realme. of 
Ingland^qubilk was conqueist be purforbeariss 
tint and lost. Since so it is that we are op* 
pressed with slaves^ quhilk the king hes pre** 
ferfed, nobles of this realme lightlied and sett 
a syd^ from base estate to high dignitie, who^ 
being placed in his auctoritifi, hes sicker power 
over the oobilitie^ that they dare scarce com* 
pleane, or seik justice for any offence, or to 
give coun&ail qubat war best to be done for the 
preservatioun of the commounweill. quhilk 
the nobles of the realme cannot suffer longer^ 
sieing it is contrair the commounweill : and 
als being suffered, sail bring vs to vreak, and 
our inhabitantes to vtter exterminatioun. Sua 
it shall pleas yow to understand^ most victori* 
Qus prince^that takis no vndottbtit nor new 
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purpose in hand^ in depryving ane and pot- 
ting another in his place. For our noble pro- 
genitoaris and forbearis debarred Hendrie the 
Thrid's sone, called Edward Crookbak, from 
the cronn, becans he was not so lustie^ nor of 
so gaid ane dtspositioun of his bodie as was 
thought expedient for ane prince to attempt 
sick high matteris as was than adoe^ albeit he 
was ane man of guid witt and ingyne, to whom 
lanfullie the croun apperteaned. Nevirthdes, 
the realme having scharp wares in France, 
thought expedient, for the goverament of the 
unpyre, to chuse ane man, not onlie wyse in 
mynd, bot also ane man of guid personage 
and manlie spirit, elc. for this purpose. Tfa«[i 
/. / . Edward, younger brother to this man, of sin* 

gular courage, and of no lese craft and wis- 
dome nor his brother, Edward, and in bewtie 
more excellenr, and aboae all men of the 
realme in strongnes and abilitie, the lordis maid 
him king, and debarred this Edward. So may 
appear how meikle wisdome and manheid be 
requyred in ane persone who beires the chaiige 
over the commounweiU, and speciallie to our 
realme of England, qubilk, be the negligence 
of ane Ingli^ch prince, is lyk to lose that 
quhilk our forbearis conqueist in France. At- 
tour, how damnable a thing it is, to have ane 
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Ignorant captane of warre, destitute of aH gnid 
coutisall^ thfo uahappie mischance will bear 
witnes of the losie atid tidsall of the forsaidis 
landis of Fmnce, quhik was Inglandis befoin 
And' sicklyk, in peace to have ane • foolisch 
prince, corrupted and led away with A^ttereris 
and wicked connsall. • Not onlie knaw. we that 
he is dangerous, botalso- hes /wexed Scotland 
with civill 'Wiurres, 9& ^w niay faiave' experi^ 
ence, quhUk hes . beine oft so»^ wex^ ' aad 
spoylled, when Ht^idrie of Ingland kn^w that 
thy majestie: might not waitt vpioUn .France 
warres; Quhairfor^ we eichort your majesties 
to enarme your selfF for this effect, > not ^ie 
for bur caus, bot for your awin cause, add 
to revenge the injuries that Scotland lies sui^ 
tallied, evir to be revengit vpouh the prihet* 
pair authourts off 6ppr^ssioun. How honest, 
atid necessar, thairfoir, iathe ground 'and quac*^ 
rell of our inientioun,i be thir.'reasounes- fedt- 
said, may easielie be iynderstood. ^ Now, Jatt 
ws sie how easflie this may be brou^t Jto pas 
without great slauehter, if yea pleaJa to bap- 
port^ ws, and qahat re?ard salbe thaitafer, 
quhilk being declared^ we saH sebortiie' mak 
ane'^fid; and I desir to.know of quhat strength 
and power the king of Scotland is, and than 
quhat is the thing that we miy doe, aUd than 
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I brieve the matter snlbe manifert. to. wftiiil. 
When tbe reahne el lagbiid didiflQttrishfn^ 
efcihralne, and all Ihat haiU bottndis and «boii^ 
niccies^ ^iibilki& our pmUcfssoaris, ivtth thair 
ooiM|mtst, did augment thairto^ was liol dhaif* 
mschedr and now, »nce we have los^d; tfbe 
landis within France^ qohilkis without the 
help of Scotland we dispair to recover iigain^> 
in 9Q fnv, that if any of the feictioirnjes of hiig^ 
'BUBd *maj gett the support of any forrane 
pvincej the vther easilte should he overtbirottn. 
Attour, thati* was nevir seditioun nor di^cpi^d 
<tili mow of latt in the reahne of Ingland, hot 
ittKwiGhed ws all ais ane: hot since, all ^^9$ 
dleuthed, thair was no mischiefe could befaU 
^ur kiiig, hot was deiyvered vnto ws; and. the 
haiii liobililie so long wexed afid icked wuh 
ethfi tyfranie of king Hendriey to loUs; thaffir 
-sel$&o£the yqk of thr^ldonie,. bes taine pur- 
-pose Ia:tsurr6gutt Richard, duk of iYo^k,, \n 
•hiis. myall place. For ohr (ieiGtioufi far sjur 
npaCeibiJbe kingis asaisleris, IxMtfa in lioMhtie 
*flffld wisdom^: and albeit, we ilottbt of.thepjo- 
rpiiiaril^, quhilk^ . appeakaiDiUf e to thet* eyi^ ef 
^man; ^v^res^e kiogis^pairlie, aad!yitti.|bey 
^are'^o^varialilef tliat:iheyJd»»ir no: iukmi^' opr 
'ane grttt^ixiak that i^dld /begin the. vrahf n ; as 
^ may he weiil'/bnowin »df Heiidne of iotand. 
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quhea he gave the oomixiQanes to yiaderstand^ 
tkat.fra tbair libertie was reft fra thame be the 
idvaritiaus greidiues of coartiouris, if they 
wold assist bis interpryse, quhitk was taine in 
hand be this Hendrie's perswasiouny as is ma- 
nifest to : this whole iUe : and had taine el^ 
feet bot doubt, if the subtle craft of the 
chancelar with fraud and guyle, had not 
schortlie stanched the samyne ; Yea» in so far, 
that now pFesenllie, we schould have this 
matter nather to begine nop end. FinaUie^ 
that we mak.an end of the thing we have be* 
gone, now we cum, npost reuerend prinee^ to 
get support, promising with reirenewis thair- 
for, ' whidi the duik of York and the earle of 
Warwick, with the adwyce of the rest of the 
uohiUtie); and tHair opinion, hes c6mmatodit 
ws .to-- promeise to thy majestie, if jthow wih 
assist thame: and quhat bonndis andlandis 
your Grace predicessouris possest sumtyme in 
Northnmberland, with Barvick, and vther 
landis adjacent thairto, for reward and recom- 
pence. And last of all, ane perpetnaU band 
of.aikiitie to be bund vp betwixt the two 
reahnest and to remaine as mie, and so to in- 
dure for evir." 

Qufaen the ambassadour had endit this bar- 
ring in this maner, the king cauaed him to re- 
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move, quhitl he had consulted vpoun ane aa- 
sweir. And when the king had adwysed with 
the nobles, the ambassadonr cam aga\ne, and 
the king said in this maner. " It is not vn- 
knowin to ws the just title that the duik of 
York bes to the crown of Ingland: hot the 
assistance of my reaime should not be givia 
nor grantit temerariousHe, nor for ane liglit 
cans, without great travell and deliberatioun, 
and try all of the cans. Bot that I referr^^to 
the wisdome and conventiouiv of the nobilitia 
of Ingland; and as for "armes and forces, be 
assured, that I have jus^t caus to denonce 
warre to the king of Ireland. First, seeing he 
did wex my reaime and leidges saikleslie with 
incursiones, the time when the samyne was 
perturbed \vith civill ws^rres. Then also, whea 
I did seik redres, king Hendrie refuissed to 
give, and delayed his answer thairvpoune. 
Thairfoir, if the duik of Yorkt tl^ earle of 
Warwick, and with the rest of the 

nobilitie of the factioun, will keip promeis, 
they ssUbe assured, that idy haill strength an([ 
forces salbe in readineis to invaid your kingis 
favoureris with ^re* and sword, quhairevir I 
cum, and sal doe my vtter diligence toexpeli 
king Hendrie, and restore the diiik of Yori^ 
to hisawin place-? 
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So i/^iieii the ambassadouris bad receaved tfaair 
answem, knd faitbfuU promeisses giviti and 
taihe <m ^f erie syd, thi^ departed; and repott^ 
ed tUe'kingis answer to the dnik of York^ and 
the earlb of Warwick. 

. In Ihis mean tyme, the king of Sootlasid 
comtnandiH be oppin proclamatioun, all men 
to be inreadines vpoun atie certane day, with 
armocrr and victuaUis, toinvaid thair old :ene# 
mies with fyre and sword. But behold 'the 
quyet and accustcm^dM^deoeitt of Inglahd4 
Quhen the king was passand fordward, as* he 
Had promeiseid, to intaade thamey ane Jagjis* 
man mett thame be thai way^ Who fi&vtiuned 
the king of Ingland' m6st intyrlie, perfyte in 
the Italian^ tongue, who could' weill lie, ^flat'» 
ter, and dissemble, :wtthiatfe. hard and peart 
countenance; instructed be king Heudrie with 
billis! and commissionneB^ias if they had beine 
send horn the Pope of Roisie :^ and in his com^ 
panie, ane monk who did counterfeit! ane 
marvellous gravitie, and ane bollines, who 
said it was the Pope's will, that nather the 
king of Scotland, nor liane of his companie, 
isould pas any fardder : to invaid Ingland, vn- 
der the paine of cursing and censut of the hair 
lie kirk ; for throw. this dissenttone,,says he, 
of ChristisQie princes, t|ie Tutkis» cr^U en^ 
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inies to Godis m^tdf creipis in maire:aiiil.fiMdr 
In Europe. Bj thair tyrranie^ thiejr. bam 
tabdened ane gritt pairt thairof to tkmrdc^- 
mmiooes and inpyra Tbairfoi^ri; left; all 
warres be set asyd» and peace establtsch^d 
uaang CbristiaQe men* MoreoiFer, said he» 
h is ordained, tbat all men adrese tfaameselfik 
for expelling of tbe commpun. enemM, who 
wold not onlie expell thame of thairfriedome 
and libertie, bot also of tbe word of God> 
qubilk is the most pretioos thing oa earth.: 
and to bring all discord rigneand in the III of 
Brklatie, the more easilie to ane g»id end. 
Thair be vlher ambassadouresy sayes he, dt« 
rected from the Pope to the king of logland, 
to repair all injuries done be him to tbe daik 
of York, and that all quarrdlis and debaittes 
betwixt tbame be finalUe aggried. 

King James^ beleiving no deceit in this 
fraudfull fellovtns sayingis, obeyed the cbairge, 
and skailled his armie. But scantlie was he 

cum home, when he perceaved the cralt and 

« 

Sttbtiltie of his enemies dewysed agunest him, 
so being penitent of his facile obedimice» he 
gathered ane new annie, aad passed forward 
vpoun his enemies. 

. In this mean« tyme, tho duik of Yorkis 
armidi ifuhairof ane great pairt ca«i with th« 
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leaiie of Warwick, passed in arrayed batlsi 
contrair king Hendrie, withoat any extpectar 
tionn of the Scottismehis cunning : and fpcMm 
4he Ytiier syd, the kingis adheerentis met thaaie 
irerrie stoutliei, quhois principall cfaiftaaes 
ynder the king war, the dutk of Somersaitty 
Bukinghame, and the earle of CliffmiL It 
was verrid 'manftiUie fou^btin on bolhisydis^ 
hot at last the kihgis arniie was yanqniidiiecl 
and overcum, and hiniseitf tane prtsonery <aii4 
had to London, and his thrie ohiftaiies for- 
saidis^ war slaine, with many tftheris gentlmeik 
and commounes. Sobne efter this yietorie^ 
when he cam to London, thair was ane coiMreB»- 
tioun, quhair the haill nofoilitie' agrted-.on tfant 
bead, that the king schonM not be depryred 
ait that tyme of his royall oflBce and estat : iiat 
that his wicked connsaUociris and flattereris^^aB 
the verrie oorropteris of his gnid ingyn^ 
should raUier be put to deadv or els seqiuestral; 
firom his coropanie, and be banisctsed the 
realme, and himselfi* to be keipit iirmliie qubiU 
IflUKlder consultatioun. For it appeired rerrie 
vnlesum to many of the couoeaU^ not onlie to 
put hand in ane iivtng prince, bot sdso to reite 
the koiiDrabill impyre from fhe annoynted of 
God, to quhom the realme once had given 
thair oath of fideliiCte : for, in S0 doing, they 
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9oaM be compelled, als ane conjured people, 
to chnse ane vlher in his place, and thairfoir 
conchidit, that the duik of York schould be 
governour of the realme, during the kingis 
Ijrftysme, and als the earle of Warwick was 
maid captane of Caleise, which was than of 
the auctoritie among the Inglismen, the earle 
of Sarisberrie, great chahceilonr of the realme ; 
and sua it was done, quhill fardder consulCai- 
tkMin in all affaires might be had. 

In this meane tyme the king invaidit the 
king of Inglandts favourerts in the north, With 
all crueltie, and when he had wone the toun 
of Roxburgh, quhilk the Inglismen had than 
ingarnisched with men and munitioun, and 
kest doun the same to the ground, he seiged 
the castle thairof, and, quhill he was most bus- 
tie, ambassadouris cam from the duik of York 
and the earle of Warwick, with the rest of the 
factioun, showand the victorie that was thairis, 
and thanked him for his guidwill and readi- 
nes, promeising to doe the lyk to his majestie, 
when occasioun sliould befall : praying him 
to desist from the seidge^ and not to molest 
the realme of Inglaiad, sieing God hath grant- 
ed the victorie. to rihame, in so far that they 
I war maistens over the realme: vtherwayes 
that he wold exasperat thame of Ingland to 
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'wraitfae and ire, who alreadie wouldhave invaid-> 
it the Scottis armie, war not the greater obstacle 
and im^pediment. The king answetred, that he 
was glatd of thair prosperous succesand victo- 
rie that had befaliin the duik of York, but did 
marvell how it could be that he coald be offen- 
dit, or the nobilUie of Ingland, sieing he bad 
done nothing hot that quhilk they had most 
efiectuouslie desired him vnto. Attour, when 
the king desired the promeise to be fulfilled 
quhilk was maid to him, the ambassadouris 
said they bad no commission to answer thair- 
vnto t att the quhilk the king was so highlie 
oflfendtt, that he refused thair bandis and Jcynd- 
nes alkiterlie as vnworthie of credit, bot alto- 
gidder fals and dissembled, and albeit they 
discordit in sum affaires, yitt they aggrieed 
altogidder in trumperie and falshood, and 
thairfoir said to the ambassadoures in this ma- 
ner. •" Albeit the duik and his conjured fac- 
tioun be pi^pud and insolent of this victorie 
laitlie obteined, quhair throw they disdaine to 
keip thair promeise maid to me, yitt nevir- 
theles, with Godis grace, I salbe avengit on all 
injuries done to me, or to my realme, as I 
have deierminat of befoir, that the ambassa- 
douris solisted for that effect, tiot knawing than 
thair subtill deceit^ and also salbe revengit on 
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this ii\jurie, quhilk i$ most of all, in violatiDg 
most vnworthdie thair ^olemne promeissis and 
oashts, quhilkis the aaidis ambasaadoiiris pror" 
meist to me id tbair names/' Sua the am- 
bassadonris d^pairtit with this answeir* Than 
the king commaodit the sonldionris and men 
of warre to assault the castle ; but the luglis^ 
men defendit so manfuUie within, that the siege 
I4>peired longer to indiire nor was believed : 
quhairthrow the king was determined to com* 
pell thame within the hous, be long tarrie» to 
render and give it over. Att quhilk tjme, 
Donald of the Illes, whom we spak of befoir, 
caaie to the seidge with ane great armie of 
men, all armed in the Highland faschione, 
with halbershownes, bowis, and axis, and pro* 
mised to the king, if he pleased to pas any 
&rdder in the boundis of Ingland, that he and 
his companie should pas ane lairge myll be- 
foir the hoast, and tak vpoun thame the first 
preas and dint of the battell. The king, ehet 
he had receaved him with great humanities 
said to him, that he wold vse the counsall of 
the nobilitie in all progres of warres, and re* 
joyced meikle that Donald was so readie to 
jeopard himself and bis freindis for the de* 
fence of the commounweiU. Efter this he bad 
him stent his paviliiones a lide by himself. 
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quhUl fitf elder occasioun served ta doe as h^ 
desired. This Donald obedient at command^ 
efter he had t;akia the place to him and his 
folkis that war thair present for the tyme; he 
sent out sundrie of his men to spoyll and hir* 
He the countrie about the camp5 sieing the 
seidge lasted longer nor they beleived : for^ 
albeit a gritt pairt of the keiparis of the hous 
war perisched and tint for hunger, and the 
rest straillie oversett be the seidgeris, yitt, ne« 
virtheles they perseveired so straitlie without 
regaird of thair adverseris> that the persewaris 
war almost tint with the long seidging, quhill 
the earning of Alexander, earle (^ Huntlie, 
whp brought a great companie of stout and 
chosin men with him, quhilk made the king 
so blyth that he commandit to chairge all the. 
gunes, and give the castle ane new volie. 
^ But quhill this prbce, more curious nor be« 
/ came the majestie of ane king, did stand near 
hand by, quhair the artylliarie wer dischairg* 
cd,. his thigh bone was dung in tuo be ane 
peice of ane misframed gune, that brak in the 
schutting: be the quhilk he was strukin to 
the ground, and died hastilie tbairefter : quhilk 
greatumlie discouraged his wholl nobles and 
servandis that war standing about him. Bot 
be commandit all that knew of his misfortoun 



]€0 CRONICLES OF SCOTLAND. 

to keip silence, incace' it being devulgit,-it 
should discourage the souldiouris and men of 
warre, that they should sehamfnllie dissolve 
the seidge. Bot how soone the queine hard 
tell of this mischeife, shoe tuik hir young sone, 
called James, eftef his father, the Thrid of that 
name^ and brought him, with ane stout cou- 
ra«;e, eyin representand the Almanes and GiU 
dreanes courage, of quhom shoe was discen* 
dit, albeit no man of the hoast supponed no* 
thing of hir bot mourning and lamenting for 
hir husband. Sua, by all menis expectatioun 
this noble princes cam, with an stout courage 
and countenance, and exhorted all true Scottis* 
men to beir furth the seidge quhill aither the 
castle should be rendrit or overcum be strong 
hand, saying in this maner to thame : *• I pray 
yow most valiant' campiones, now sieing yea 
have brought this matter neir ane end, that 
yea will not tyne the great tyme and labourts 
quhilkis yea have spendit thairvpoun, and not 
schamfullie to leive that which yea have be- 
gune altogidder with on consent ; and thair« 
foir latt not the mischance of onlie one man 
break yow of your courage, or yitt thairby to 
cast doun your gentle heartis, or mak to dis- 
pair, and sieing this chance is not knawin to 
the rest, that yea would bear guid counte- 
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nance, sua that non of thame may knaw the 
same be ony signe of sadnes, quhilk salbe 
onawayes better hid from the armie, nor by 
your stout perse vei ranee in the pursuitt of 
your enemies, with als gnid will as yea be- 
gane. Forward, thairfoir, my guid lordis, and 
latt not your selffis appear in vomenis person- 
ages, lamentand for any misfortoun of the 
world that is natural!, for that becumes wayfTes 
rather then men, to be casting to and fro the 
fortoun of adversitie of this fragill world 1 
Quhat is this yea ar doeing ? rather should 
yea comfort me, being ane way ff, than I yow. 
I beseich yow that yea nevir turne your bakis 
from the seidge, vnto the tyme yea have maid 
ane end thairof." Throw thir wordis the chif- 
tanes war not so meikle moved with the 
queines couragious wordis, as aschamed of 
ane vomanis hardiment, quhilk far surmonted 
abpve thair awin, and thairfoir was compelled, 
vpoun thair honoures, to purse w thair ene- 
mies to the vttermost of thair power. And 
that they should not be ane headles people, 
without ane king, they tuik the kingis eldest 
sone, king James, and maid him king James 
the Thrid. Efter the quhilk the luglismen 
might not long endure the seige, sieing thair 
was no hope of releive nor comfort. So, efter 

h 
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they had givin over the same, the keipari^ 
thairof war lattin pas» with bag and baggage, 
aind frie with thair lyyes ; and the castle cas- 
tih doun to the ground, leist it should have 
beine ane strenth to Inglisoien againesScottis- 
men thairefter, quhilk was done in August^ 
in the yeir of God 1460 yeires, and the t wen- 
tie njmt yeir of king James the Secondis aige^ 
dter that he had rigned twentie thrie yeires. 

It is said that thair was many marvellis 
about this tyme, that prognosticat the kingis 
death. The night befoir his deceas thair ap- 
peared ane cleir comet. In the yeir preceid- 
ing thair was one borne, quhilk had the mem- 
beris both of male and female, called in oure 
language ane scratch, in whom manes nature 
did prevail, hot becaus his dispositioun and. 
proportioun of bodie represented ane voman, 
he being in ane manes hous, in Linlithgow^ 
and so associating in bedding with the guid- 
man of the hous ,hi& dochter, maid hir to con* 
ceave with chyld ; quhilk being devulgit throw 
the countrie, and tlie matrones vnderstanding 
this damospll deceived in this manner, being 
offendit that this monster tratour should sett 
him forth as ane voman, being ane verrie man, 
they gatt him accused in judgment, to be 

bruDit quick, for his schanoi'ull behaviour. 

9 
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About this, tyme thair was one briggMft Wofi^ 

with his haill familie, quho haunted a place i% 
Angus. This miscbeivous maw had a^ W^- 
crable fascb^one to tak all yonog m^n w4> 
children^ aither he could steaU away quit^Uif^i 
ortakaway without knawj^dg^, apd ?ftt tbaoWf 
and the younger they war, esteenjifd the^i 
the more tender aad deliupus, Far tb^ 
quhiJk caus, and dawipable abu?^-, he with bW 
way ff and bairne», war all bruntf ej^cept anci 
young wench of a yeir cJd, wbs^ was ^s^ilfe^ 
and brought to Dundie^ quiiair i|b^ ^^ 
broucht vp and fosterred, apd whei;i §boe cmp, 
to ane voifnaifes yeiras^ $hoe was popdenucte^ 
and brunt quick for that cryme. It i^ saidg 
that when $boe was cumipg to tbe plape pf 
execution, thair gathered ane budge rpulUtw^ 
of people, aiid speciallie of vomen, cursing 
hir that shoe was so unhappie, to committ so 
damnable deidis. To quhom shoe turned a« 
bout, with an ireful! countenance, saying, 
^' Quhairfoir chyd yea with me, as if I had 
committed ane vnworthie act ; give me ere* 
dance and trow me, if yea had experience of 
eating men and vomenis flesch, yea wold 
think it so delitious, that yea would nevir for- 
bear it againe," So bot ony signe of repen- 
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tance, this vnhappie tr^itour died in the sight 
of the people. 

About this tynle thair was many cunning 
men, be whose vertewes letteris flowrisched, 
quhilkis war almost perisched be the barba- 
rous crueltie of the Gothis : sick as Lauren- 
tius Vala, ane gentlman of Rome5 who did 
great guid in the restitutioun of the Latine 
tongue, as his Workis does witnes. Sicl)'^k 
Franciscus Philephus, and Petriarcha, both 
singular guid oratouris : and Nicolas Pirotus 
who sett his whoU studie to abolich tiie old 
rud maner of leichment and to garnisch and 
teach the youth with eloquent language, in 
all kyndis of sciencies: Theodore Gaza, 
ane cunning and expert man, with manie 
otheris whose names war tedious to rehearse. 
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HEAR BEGINES THE CROKiCLES OP SCOTLAND, 
OF THE DEADIS AND ACTIS OF KING JAMES 
THE THRID, AND QUHAT HAPPENED IN HIS 
TVME. 






J AMES the Second vnhappilie slaine in this 
manner fors9.id, a& we have schowin, Marga- 
ret bis wayfT continewed still at the seidge eyir 
exhorting the lordes and barones to be stout 
till the samyne war won ; and to that effect 
shoe brought hir young i^one king James the 
Thrld, to remaine attheseige with the lordistill 
the castle was won. Yitt he was bot of tender 
aige» and could vse no vass^lage; bot his cum- 
ing incouraged the people so, that the forgot 
the death of his father, and past manfuUie to 
the hous, and wan the same, and justified * 
jthe captane thairof, and kest it doun to the 

'^ Put to death. 
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ground that it should not be ane impediment 
to thame thairefter. 

Soone efter this, thair was ane conventioun 
sett at Scoone, quhair queine mother, with the 
rest of the nobilitie conveined, and thair croun- 
ed fair sone king James the Thrid, being sewin 
yeires of aige, and thairefter was dely vered to 
Bischope Kennedie, in keiping, to learne let- 
teris at the scooles. 

At this tyme, George Douglas earle of An- 
gus was wairden of the borderis^ and oftymes 
defendit the same manfullie, quhairthrow he 
was maid lievetennent both be the queine and 
Mtinsail» to pas with the'wholl bodie of the 
jrealai« in defence of thi^ borderis ; and ^fter 
ane little quhill the Homes gathered With the 
H^pb«irnes^ with the support of Lowdian men, 
and passed to Wark, and kest doun th6 same. 
Thairefter the Inglii^m^ii took peace with 
Scotland, ft>r fifteine yeires^ quhilk was grant- 
ed to thame be the counsall of bischop James 
Kennedie, quKo helped wrill to goterne the 
lealme duritig hid dayes. But the speciall 
dam <rf »o gVeat tt-anquillitie and peAce ift Scot- 
land WiU, becaos th6 Ingltsmen had irarres 
Whhtn ihtoisellBfe daylie, stry veftnd for the 
auctoritie and croun of Ingland, betuixt the 
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duik of York and king Hendrie the Sixt, quh<i 
within ane schort quhiU efter, desired tfne con- 
duct for his way ff and eldest sone, and certane 
ofthair kine aiid freindis, conteaneand the 
number of a thousand men, to remaine ane 
quhyll in Scotland at his pleasour^ quhilk con* 
duct was granted to hitn be the king and conn* 
sail, and was weiU receaved, and remained in 
the Gray freires of Edinburgh, so long as he 
pleased. Not long efter this, the queine of 
Ingland past in France, for shoe was an6 
French voman, and many of the nobles passed 
with hir, and king Hendrie at this tyme gave 
Barvick to the Scotismen, for his support and 
intertainment, quhilk he gatt in Scotland at 
that tyme. 

In this mean tyme, bischop James Kennedie 

guydit the king and counsall in guid vnitie 

and peace, quhairthrow the commdunweill 

flourisched greatumlie. He foutwiit ane tri- 

umphand coUedge in Sanct Androis, called 

^J^ Sanct Selvitouris coUedge, quhairtn he maid 

• 3 ^ his lear verrie curiousiie and coastlie, and also 

he biggit ane schip called the bischopis barge, 

etc. and when all thrie wer cofmpleit, to witt, 

•the colledge, the lair and the barge, he knew 

liot quhilk of thrie was costliest ; for it was 

rekoned for the tyme, be honest men of consi- 
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derraiioun, that the least of the thrie, cost him 
^ ten thousand pund sterling. 
I \ In this ineane tyme, Hendrie the Sixt de- 
pairted out of Scotland towardis Ingland, and 
schortlie efter he was talne be king Edward 
and put in prison. Att this tycne the king of 
France sent ane captane called Petir Bruce, 
hearing that the king was put in prisone, as 
said is, with certane support to king Hendrie, 
'but or he cam he was taine be king Ed* 
ward. Tbairfoir the said Captane Bruce tuik 
ane castle in the north pairt of Ingland, callit 
Annick, and thair thought to defend him- 
^elfe manfullie, quhill he gatt support. Bot 
l^dward the new king hearing of his in- 
tent and provisioun, caused ane armie cum 
and seidge the castle. The said Captane 
3ruce knawing no releive to cum to him hais- 
tilie, send to the counsall of Scotland desiring 
tham to releive him, or elis to skaill the seidge, 
promising to thame to cans the king of France, 
l^is maister, refoupd thame the coastis, skalth^ 
|ind dampnage susteaned be thame, in the 
said cans. George earle of Angus, wairdiu of 
the borderis, and^reat leivtennent, incontinent 
raised an armie of Scottismen, to the number 
of twentie thousand footmen, and ten thousand 
}iorsm6n^ and when he was mairching Dearth^ 
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castle^ he chosed out ten thousand men of the 
best of hisarmie, and passed to the said castle 
on swift horsis, as it had beine ane forrey, and 
caused the rest of his arnoiie cum in sight of the 
castle in arrayed battel!, as ane staill, in caice 
it had chanced the IngUsmen to give thame 
battell. But incontinent the Inglismen war 
so afFrayed with the suddene cuming of the 
Scottis, that they skailled the seidge, and gave 
bim place ^quhill he releived the said captane 
of France, and brought him saife in Scotland, 
and thair put him to libertie to pas in France 
with his companie as he pleased. 

In the yelr of God 1463 yeires, Margaret, 
queine of Scotland, and dochter to the Duik 
of Gildar, depairted at Edinburgh, and was 
buried in the Trinitie Colledge, quhilk shoe 
built hir selfF, efter her husbandis deceas, king 
James the. second. This queine wa3 verrie 
wyse and vertuous in hir husbandis tyme; 
bot soone efter his deceas, shoe knawing hir 
selffto be regent and governour of the realme, 
sieing all men to obey hir, and non to control! 
hir, shoe became to be leicherous of hir bodie, 
and tuik Abraham Hepburne of Haillis, who 
had ane way ff of his awin, and committed a- 
dulterie with him, quhilk caused hir to be light- 
lied of all the nobilitie of Scotland ; sieing 
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shoe saw so many earles, lordis, and barones 
sones in Scotland, frie of marriage, and would 
not have desired thame to satisfie hir lust, hot 
tuik ane vther wayfFes husband to satisfie hir 
vnchast appetite. 

This same yeir, Alexander", duik of Albanie, 
and brother to king James the Thrid, was sent 
to France, to learne the language and vther 
letteris, directed be bischop James Kennedie 
of St Androis. The said Alexander, and his 
schip was taine be Inglismen, quho was hais- 
tilie dely vered to the supplicatioun of bischop 
James Kennedie, for the said bischop promeist 
to the counsall of Ingland, that thair schould 
be no peace keipit, if the said Alexander and 
his schipes war not restored againe, the quhilk 
was done immediatlie at his desir. For the 
Inglismen had sick civill warres within thaim- 
selffis, that they durst not break peace with 
Scotland. 

In the yeir of God 1466 yeires, bischop 
James Kennedie departed out of this present 
Ivfe, and was hurried in Sanct Androis, in the 
colledge quhilk himselff foundit. This bischop 
Kennedie was vondrous godlie and wyse, and 
was Weill learned in divine sciences, and 
practise4 the same to the glorie of God, and 
Weill of his church j for he caused all persones 
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and vicares to reinaine at thair paroche kirkis, 
far the instructions andedifieing of thair flock> 
and caused thame preach the word of God to 
the people<r and visit thame that war seik ; and 
also the said bischope visited every kirk with* 
in the diocie, four tymes in the yeir, and 
preached to the said parochin him selfe the 
word of God, and inquy red c^ thame if tliey 
Ivar dewlie instructed be thair persone and 
viccar, and if the poore war susteaned, and the 
youth brought vp, and learned according to 
the ordour that was taine in the kirk of God ; 
and qnhair hit found not this ordour keipit^ be 
maid great punisctiment, to the effect that Godis 
glorie might shyne in his diocie: leiving 
guid example to all archbischopis and kirk 
men to caUs the patrimonie of Godis word to 
be vsed to his awin glorie, and to the com- 
mounweill of the poore, Fardder,he was ane 
man weill learned in the civill lawis, and had 
practised the same, so that he was most able 
of any in Scotland, aither spiritual! or tempo^ 
rail to give ane wyse counsall, and speciallie 
in Parliament, er when embassadouris craved 
thair intentis, was nbn so meitt as he to hare 
answeired thame. Or whan any civill insur- 
rectioun was in the countrie, and speciallie les 
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majestie againes the kingis awin persoue, 

quhairin he was weili practised, for he gave 

counsall to king James the Second^ when he 

was ready to depairt out of Scotland, for feare 

of the earle Douglas, who was gathered a- 

gaines him, to the number of fourtie thousand 

men, readie to give him battell, or elis to chase 

him out of Scotland. Notwithstanding, this 

guid bischope, sieing this noble prince desolat 

of all coonsall, and dispairred of any guid 

hope or sncces of victorie to fall to him over 

his enemies, caused this noble prince cum to 

St Androis or his depairtur, and gave him 

such counsal as efter foUowis : That is, he had 

him to ane oratour^, and desired him to mak 

his supplicatioun to Alroightie God, that he 

might opin his eyis, that he might have the 

wisdome and strenth to dantoun his conspira* 

touris, quhilkis was rissen vp againes him, 

contrair to the law of God and man, and con- 

trair the commounweill pf the realme. Quhen 

they had both ended thair supplicationes and 

prayeris, this hoUie biscbop schew ane simili* 

tud to the king, quhilk might bring him to 

experience how he might invaid againes the 

* Oratory. 



JAMES lii. 173 

Douglass, and the rest of the conspiratouri^. 
This bischop tuik furth ane great scheife of ar- 
rowes knitt togidder werrie fast» and desired 
him to putthame to his knie, and break thame. 
The king said it was not possible, becaus they 
war so many, and so weill fastened togidder. 
The bischop answeired, it was werrie true, 
bot yitt he wold latt the king sea how to break 
thame : and pulled out on be on, and tua be 
tua, quhill he had brokin thame all ; then said 
to the king, " Yea most doe with the conspi- 
ratouris in this manner, and thair complices 
that are risen againes yow, quho are so 
many in number, and so hard knit togid- 
der in conspiracie againes yow, that yea 
cannot gett thame brokin togidder. Butt be 
sick pratick as I have schowin yow be the si- 
mi litud of thir arrowes, that is to say, yea 
m?st conqeis and break lord by lord be tham«> 
seli&s, for yea may not deall with thame all at 
once. Thairfoir, mak ane proclamatioun out 
throw the realme to all sick as lies offendit 
yow, and grant thame ane frie remissioun to 
foe guid men in tymes cuming, and to serve 
your grace at this instant tyme in your ne- 
cessitie. The quhilk being done, I trust your 
grace sail gett moe followeris nor your con* 
trair.partie. The king hearing of this guid 
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counsall> took guid cour^ge^ and caused mak 
proclamatiounes in all pairtes of the realme 
to the effect Corsaid. He pulled vp his bau- 
ner in St Androis, and cam to Falkland the 
first night in arrayed battell, and on the morne 
went to Stirling, accompanied with this noble 
bischope, James Kennedie, with all the lordis 
of Fyffe, Angus, and Stratherne, and remain^ 
ed in Stirling quhill the north pairt of Scot^ 
land cam to him ; quhilk h^ill people being 
conveined, wer thrittie thousand : and thair^ 
efter, awfuUie with displayed banner, cam 
fordward againes the earle Douglas, qubo 
was lyand ciM^ped in fear of war re on the 
southsyd of the watter of Carroix, thrie myll 
from the Torwood, with the nvmber of fourtie 
thousand men, thinkand no lese in his mynd, 
nor he schould be pairtie to the kii\g, and 
give him battell : or elis to caus him leive the 
realme. Bot on the vther syd, bisciiop James 
Kennedie vsed ane craftie mean to break tlie 
armie and forces of the earle Douglas. He 
sent ane secreit seryand of his awin to James^ 
lord Hamiltoun, qubo was priacipall captane 
of the earle Douglas armie at that tyme, and 
had thrie hundreth futmen, and als manie 
horsmen at his governs^nce vpoun the earle 
Douglas expenssisy to pas with him quhair be 
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pleased* Yitt^ nevirtheless^ the said lord Har 
miltoun, b^ing adverteised be his eame bi* 
«ch<^e Kennedie, of the kingis guid o^ynd to- 
wardis him and favour, quhilk he b^d pur^- 
cheised be bis moyane, schowaqd hiui if he 
wold returne and leive the earle Dpuglas a| 
that tyme, he should have ane frie reiqissiaan 
for all thingis bypast, and great rewardis i|i 
tymes to cum, quhilk he obtained as said is. 
Notwithstanding this, lord Hamiltpun, having 
ane kyndlie love to the earle Douglas, and 
^eat respect to his awin honour, pondered 
the matter in his awin mynd, thinkand that he 
would assay the earle Douglas mynd in th^ 
said cans ; and quhat he was purposed to dpe 
at that tyme. Thairfoir, he passed to the earle 
Douglas incontinent, and requyred of bim 
quhat was his mynd; if he would give tbe 
king battell or not; schowipg him, the longer 
he delayed, bis number would be the smaller, 
and the king wot^ld be the more able agatnes 
him. The earle a^^sweired, if he war tyredi 
he might pa^ when he pleased. Of the quhilk 
answeir, tbe said lord Hamiltoun was verrie 
Weill content, and that same night past to the 
king) qnhiair be was weill receaved. And tlian 
tbe rest of the barrones and gentlmen sieing 
the ^lepairtuf e of the lord Hamiltoun, being 
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ane man of singular wisdome and couragej 
and in qoliom the armie pat thair whoil hope 
of vtctorie, war strukin with such fear, that 
everie man passed his way : so that on 
the morae thairefter^ the earle Douglas had 
not ane hunder men, by his awin housuld, 
qoho sieing this, fled hastilie in Annerdaill, 
quhair he was schordie vanquisched be ane 
band of men of warre of the kingis. Sua this 
prince obtained great victorie and peace,' hot 
ony slauchter of his lieges^ be counsall of this 
guid and hoUie bischop, quho did many guid 
actis in his tyme, both to the glorie of God 
and advancement of the commounweill and 
his countrie. So we will lat him rest with God, 
and retume to our purpose. 

In the yeir of our Lord 1471 yeires, James 
the Thrid, being of the aige of twentie yeires, 
took to way fie the king of Denmarkis dochter, 
called Margaret, and gatt with hir in tocher 
guid, the landis of Orkney and Zetlatid, with 
all richt title, and richt of thame, pertaining to 
the king of Denmark at that tyme. This mar- 
riage was solempnized in Edinburgh^ the gen- 
tlvoman being hot twelff" yeires of age at this 
tyme; the king having the realme in guid 
peace and rest, and the commounweill. Nevir- 
theles, within a schort quhill, he was brought 
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in great cumber, pairllie throw his awininso-, 
lencie, and pairtlie be the conspiracie of his 
ZYftn lordis and barons, as efter yea sail hear. 
This prince had two brether, the eldest 
named Duik of Albania and earle of Merche, 
etc. quho wasverrie wyse andmanlie, and 
loved nothing so weill as able men, and maid 
great coast and expenssis thairvpoun. For he 
was vonderous liberall in all thingis pertean- 
ing to his honour; and for his singular wisdome 
and manhood, he was estemed in all countries 
aboue his brother the kingis majestic : for he 
was so dowbted amongest the nobilitie of the 
realme, that they durst nevir rebell againest 
his brother the king, so long as they war at 
one, for he was so bardie and wyse, that they 
stood more aw of him nor of his brother. This 
Alexander was ane man of more stature, broad 
schouldered, well proportioned in all his mem* 
beris, and speciallie in his face, when he pleas- 
ed to schow himselfe to his vnfreindis. But 
the king his brother was different far from his 
qualities, for he was ane man that loved soli«< 
tarines, and desired nevir to hear of warre ; bot 
delighted more in musick and policie, and 
building, nor he did in the governement of his 
realme. Moreover, he was more diligent in 
conqueising money nor the heartis of his sub- 

M 
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j^Gtia^ «iid delighted nQiOr0 in the playing of 
inrtrmneatis. nor m Ihq d^lei^e ojf f he horde* 
ri^ and adwinistratioim of justice, quhilk was 
his vreak aad ruine, as efter foUowis, Bot we 
witl retnrne to tbethrid brQther> f John} earle of 
Marre, qaho was aue fair lu9tie mao> of ane 
great and weill proportiooed stature, weill 
faced, and cooilie in all his hehaviouris, ,who 
knew nothiiB^ hot nobilitie. He vsed meikle 
bunting aiftd hawking, with other geutlmanie 
exercise^ and; delighted also in interteaning of 
great and slout hors and meares, that tbair of« 
spring might florisch^ so that he might be 
served thairwith in tyme of warres* i But we 
will returne to our purpose. 

The said Alexander, Duik of Albanie, and 
earle of Marche, for his singular wisdome and 
manheid, was chosine captaine of Barvick^ and 
lieftennent of the haill borderis^ and had in 
bis hand at that tyme the castle of Dumbar» 
with the living thairof^ perteaning to the earl 
of Merch; nevirtheles, the lord Alexander 
Home, vther wayes called lord chamberland, 
had many of the said is landis in his haodis, ia 
vplaking the maills and rentis thairof, be rea^ 
80un of his office giviii to him in kilig James 
the Second bis tyme : thairlbir^ wold not suf- 
fer thetennentis thairof to aosweir the Duik 
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of Albanie with guid will of the rentis and 
pro/feitis thairof, hot believed, be craftie 
meanes, to vse all his awin pteasour. But 
Alexander, Duik of Albanie, being coinoip'ed 
with this, spaired not to ryd to the boundis and 
landis of the eartedome of Merche, and thair 
tuik vp the proflTeitis and devrties at his awtn 
hand ; for he gott no impediment, in respect 
of his great comandement, being great leif- 
tennent, and captane of Barvick, and had also 
tKe castle of Dumbare in his keiping, besydis 
that he had many favoureris to defend his jast 
cans, he being second person in the realme. 

The same yeir, the queine bare ane sone, 

called king James, the feird of that name/ 

Notwithstanding, the Hoomes not being con- 

tent with this Alexander Duikis forsaidis pro- 

ceidingis, kest all the wayis they might, to 

keip thamselffis in possessioun of the romnes 

and rentis quhilkis they war in vse of a befoir, 

be vptaking the rentis thairof as chamberlane 

to the kingis grace. And to that effect, to for* 

tifie thair cans, they bandit with the Hep- 

burnes to mak thair pairt guid againes Alex-* 

ander, Duik of Albanie. Bnt thair labouris 

war bot in vaine, for sieing thair actioun was 

not guid, he prevailed [over] thame at all 

tymes quhairever they mett. If he had beine 
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tbrettie for thriescoir, he wold have given 
thame battel], and chased tbame to thair holdis. 
Then the Hoomes and the Hepbumes, sieing 
they could not prevaill againest this noble* 
man^ devysed among thamselffis aue craftie 
meane quhairby they might cans his brother 
the kingis grace to be discontent with him ; 
knawing weill, if they could gett the king 
brokin from him> they would prevailU In this 
mean tyme, ane new courtiour start vp» cal* 
led Cochrane, who had at that tyme great pre* 
heminence and auctoritie, and ruUed the king 
and all actiones of the court at his pleasour, 
and wold have done any manes turne^ war it 
richt or vrong, for budis and brybis. The 
Homes and the Hepburnes sieing this man 
Cochrane to have so great credence of the 
king, they thought no better nor to mak thair 
moyane with him, and give him large sowmes 
of money to fortifie thame, and manteane 
thair caus againes the Duik of Albanie, who 
haistilie promised to tak thair pairtes in all 
thingis debaittable betuixt thame and the Duik 
of Albanie, and his brother, the earle of Marre, 
for the said Cochrane confessed to thame, that 
he was of no lese fear of the Duik of Albanie 
and his brother, nor they war thamselffis, thair- 
fpir, he wold the more easilie consent to thair 
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t>piiiion, and promeised, if he could find tbe 
tyme convenient, he' should bring thair pur- 
pose to effect, and depairted from thanie, and 
was in the court daylie, labouring with all in!- 
gyne to bring the king at discord with his bre- 
tber. He travelled long or he could bring his 
purpose to pas : for the king loved his brether 
so weill, tliat he wold hear no vrong narra- 
tione of thame, nor gave no man credence 
that spak evill of thame. Quhili at the last, 
this Cochrane sieiug that he could not break 
the king from his brether, he gart ane wich 
cum .to the king, and pronunce to his grace^ 
that he schould be suddenlie slaine be the 
nearest of his kine : quhairat the king was o£- 
fendit^ and asked at the wich how shoe sbuld 
knaw.that of him : oH if any man had caused hir 
to say. so of him* : Schoe answeired, shoe had 
the revelatioun be anefamiiiar spirit : and than 
the .king begane to be astonisched, and daylie 
effeired, conceitting in his mynd whom it 
sould be : and at the^ last, apprehjendit it sould 
be his awin brether that should fulfill this pro- 
phecie that the wich had spokin, becaus he 
bad no bairnes of his awin, at that tyme, of 
suchiaige as would doe sick ane turne. Thair- 
foir, he concludit haiillallie with himselfe, that 
It ^otlld be his bretheii that sould doe to him 
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tliat jBtschieiie, and thainrpoun, he grew in 
^aspitione and hatred, that he might on no- 
way es tak rest, becaos they war neirest of kin 
to him as the wich had spoken : but ever in-» 
qnyped at the rest of his vnhappie counsal* 
iouris, who augmented hini daylie in that sas* 
pitione towardis his brether. But when this 
nspitione that the king had takin spread throw 
the comitrey, and als cam to the eares of 
the Homes and the Hepblirties, Ihey war 
jieartilie weill content thiairwitb, trusting by 
that meanig to be revengit on thair enemies, 
the Puik of Albanie and his brother. Thair- 
foir, they maid thame to the court, and ilatter- 
^ with the king and pourtiouris, schowand 
thair (opinion of the kingis: suspitione, saying, 
that they thought all to be of veritie, that the 
}Lmg bad conceaiired in that manner towardis 
bis brether, quhill at the last thair grew sick 
nortall feid within the kingis breast towardis 
his brether, that he oould in no wayes lett 
thaim leive in pe^ce, hot falselie in his awin 
heart condemned thame to the death, and that 
be the false persuasion of thatfals f}atte]*er 
Cochrane, qubo gatt great sowmes of money 
thairfoir. At the last, the king sent for his 
brether to cum to Edinburghe to him with all 
possible haist, for sick thingis a$ he had to 



doe with thame^ Bot: thd kii;igiB purpose was 

to destroy thame immediatlie efter th«ir cuixi- 

ing. Notwithstanding^ the. Dmk of Albanie 

was suirlie adverleised be shoi of his ft^indis 

of the kingis ihalice towardis him to tiie per-^ 

suasion 6f his Enemies, and thait'for^ he would 

notcotnpeir for the kingia letter, but fled to 

bis avHn castle io Dumbar> quhilk he sai^ 

htdtr in the matter. But the eacle of Marre^ 

khawing of nothing, cam obedieiitlie vfito his 

brother^ the kingis gratfe, quh^ir he wa$iscfaort* 

iie tbati^efter murthered in the Canao^att in 

Ane bath seat ^, be whose persuasiown I Qa(i4 

W)X teU; etkd diairefler,: the kidgowi toXHraiT 

bur < to bare g<rttin his brother . the . Diaik into 

his handSs ; but the Dtoik beings adv^ri^ised.of 

h^cutaikig^ fled out I pf the\said castle ftud 

left men to k^p it^ add past hitneelf^: to. Q^^^^ 

vidk, and iremained thair quhiU he m^ fardder 

tyddyttgis. The kiAg .hearing of hid: d^ar^ 

t«re, sent cert ane< nobhnen to, th^ Q<iat)e oi 

DanbttTi and desii^d.U^ same to be fdndroit 0L 

the. kingis /pleasour^ to the king< and hif; 'Capr 

«taae8| qiihilk was obedientlie rendrit, and •thair 

veaoittiiied a quhyU al his pleasour, voyd of 

idl dr^adouri danger, or fear^ quhilk he sus«> 

peeted to.cum fo^ the: p.ro];>hesie of ; this wich^ 

and pasted his tyme with his flatterreris jn all 

* Or batk lalt 
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the pairtes of Scotland, thinking then thair 
v^as no man had him at invy, hot he might 
saiflie perse^eir in his pleasure. 

In this meane tyme this Cochran grew so 
familiar with the king that nothing was done 
be him, and all men that would have had thair 
bussines exped, dressed thamselffis to this 
Cochran, and maid him forspeaker for thame: 
and gave him large money, quhairthrow he 
became so rich and potent that no man might 
stryve with him : and he knawing the kingis 
conditione, that he loved him better that gave 
him nor he that tuik from him ; for the qnhilk 
caus the said Cochran gave the king large 
sowmes of money, quhairthrow he obtained 
the earledome of Marre from the king 
end was possest* in the same: and evir 
dame hier and hier till he th6\ight he had no 
pier oi ane subject in Scotland, and speciallie 
in the kingis favouris : for nothing was con* 
cludit in court nor counsall but by the adwyse 
ot this Cochrane ; nather durst any man op- 
pose againest hi» proceiditigs, war they guid 
or evill : for, if they so did, he wold gar pu-i 
Biscb thame sickerlie, for he had sick credit of 
the king that he gave him leive to stryk eun* 
Me of his awin as if he had beine ane ;ppince ; 
and when siny would refuise the said cunzie, 

•Orinfeft. 
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quhilk was called ane Cochrane plack, and 
'would say. to him that it would be cryed doun, 
I he would answeir, that he should be hanged 
that day that his money was cryed doun, 
quhilk prop^ecie cam to pas heirefter. For 
this Cochrane had sick auctoritie of court, and 
credence of the king^ that no man gatt au- 
dience of the king bot be his moyane, or 
gave him geare, quhilk, if they did, thair mat- 
teris and adoes w<?nt richt, wer thei just or vn- 
just, or againest the commounweill, all was 
«lyk to him, so that he might have his awin 
profi'eit, for he abused this noble prince so, 
that non was receavedin court nor in offices 
l>ot such as would obey him, and be of his 
factioun. Sua be thir meanes the wyse lordis 
counsallis war refuised, and thair sones absent 
from the kingis service : for no man durst 
cum to serve the king but he that Was a flat- 
lerrerwith Cochrane, and counted ail thingis 
Weill done that he counsalled the king to doe. 
Be thir wayes the king tint many of the 
nobles heartis of Scotland, and of thair sones 
and brether, that wer young men, verrie de- 
sirous to serve the king, bot yitt they could 
not gett no place for this Cochrane and his 
companie; nor na casualties could fall to the 
king of Scotland bot it was disponed be the 
adwyse of this Cochrane, and not be the coun<- 



\ 



186 . CRONICLKS OP SOOTLAMD. 

sail of the lordis of parliament^ nathef spi* 
ritoall nor temporal!. The quhilk mov* 
ed the most pairt of the nobilitie to fall 
from the king, and sett thair intentis how to 
find remeid. And thairfoir sett ane conren* 
tioun among thamselfBs to consult how they 
might best mak the king to defend the realme 
in justice and equitie, quhairby the cooimoun* 
Weill might flouridch, and the kingis honfnir 
not diminisched> and put such men about him 
as wer most decent for ane prince ; quhaii4>y 
vertew might be mainteaned, and vyce pu* 
nisched, and that he might von the heartis of 
his lordis and barrones, he bringing the land 
to peace and rest, as his father left it to him. 
And vpoun this the lordis sent ane wyse man 
to the king» declaring to his grace that they 
derfred him to leive young counsall and vn- 
godlie particular flalterreris, quho had no re* 
gaird of his honour, nor the profFeit of the 
commounweilU hot onlie respected thair awio 
particular profFeitt : and that his grace would 
put all fear and suspitiottn out of his mynd^ 
quhilk he had of his nobles, and that he would 
tak the counsall of his wyse lordisi how he 
sould ruell himselff in the govemmtwt of his 
realme, and in the administratioun of justice, 
and defence of his enemies, and maintaining 
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of the commouQweill ; aiid^ if his grace wold 
vse thair counsall in this maner, they wold 
Jeive and die with him in defence of bis ho- 
nour and kingdome, and, if he wold not in- 
clyne to thair counsall, they tuik God to wit- 
nes they should be guiltles of all misgovem- 
ment of the realme, and chairge thairof should 
ly vpoun him both befoir God and man, and 
they sould be declaired innocent if any mis- 
cfaeife cam in the countries The king an- 
sweired axid said, he had no counsall in the 
government of countrie and commounweill 
bot lordis counsallis as they war, and pleased 
him for the tyme, and wold latt thame to vn- 
derstand, becaus he could sie no better for him 
for the tyme, that he wold put no man out of 
his companie that was in it, for thair pleasures ; 
and beleived weill, that they war both traist 
and trew that was in his companie and served 
him. Yitt, notwithstanding, when all the 
lordis war togidder, and concludit all in ane 
voyce, he would not be content to vse thair 
counsallis in all thingis, and specialliein the de- 
fence of the reahne and liberties thairof. The 
lordis hearing this answeir of the king, was 
not halilingis content with the samyne : bot 
Ihey bure fair quhill they saw thair tyme, 
knowing they coUld doe no fardder in this 
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imatter quhil they war at the feildis in camped 
battell. To that effect sum of thame caused 
4he borderis to be brokin, and other sum lay 
^till^ and could mak no defence, quhairthrow 
cam reiff and hirschip in the countrey, and 
great slauchter made betuixt Scotland and 
Ingland, quhairthrow the landis war so waist- 
' ed be Ingland, and be the theives of Anner- 
daill, that all the landis war waisted evin to 
Edinburghe. When thir lamentatiounes and 
cryes of tbe poore cam befoir the king, he 
was heavilie commoved, and caused mak pro- 
clamationes through all the realme, to all and 
sundrie his leiges, earles, lordis, and barrones, 
and substantious gentlmen : yea, and all men 
betuixt sixtie and sixteine, to corapeir and 
assemble vpoun the Borrowmure of Edin- 
burgh, in thair best array, with fourtie dayes 
victuallis, to pas fordward with the king quhair 
he pleased in defence of the realme. 

The Inglismen hearing of thir proclama- 
tiones, maid great provisioun for the same, 
thinkand that they wold defend thamesUIis, 
,and thair borderis, contrair the Scottis. Att 
this tyroe they, had to thair chiftane and leife- 
tennenU the duik of Glocester, who then was 
greQt leivtennent and principall counsellour «to 
Edward the new king. Nevirtheles, the Scottis 
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cam peartlie fordward to the place appoynted, 
to witt the Borrowmoore, to the number of 
50,000 men, by carriage men andborderreris« 
The king tuik certane artillerie with him out 
of the castle of Edinburgh, and maid Coch- 
rane earle of Marre convoyar of the same, 
and past fordward to Sowtrie the first night, 
and on the morne to Lather, and tbair stented 
thair paviliones betuixt the kirk and the tonn, 
andthair abod that night, quhill on the morne : 
then as the lordis of Scotland conveined id 
the kirk of Lather, to consult quhat was best 
to be done for the weilfair of the realme, and 
defence of the borderis, or if thei schould pas 
with the^ king at his pleasour, at that tyme or 
not. Some wyse and ancient lordis said be 
was not thair king, nor guyded be thame, nor 
by thair counsall, hot maid vp fallowis mais* 
sones to be lordis and earles, in the place of 
noblmen: that is to say, he had banisched 
the duik of Albanie, his brother, and had for^ 
fait and slaine the earle of Marre his vther 
brother, and had maid Cochrane, quho was 
bot ane maissoun, to fulfill his place ; quhair^ 
of they could not be content, till they had sick 
thingis reformed. Vpoun this, they cheised 
certaine lordis, to the number of twentie-four, 
that is to say, the earle of Angus, principall 
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of the coutisall, the lord Evandaill, chancel- 
lour for the tyme, the earles Huntlie, Argyle, 
Orkney, Crawfurd^ and Bothwell, the lordis 
Hoome, Gray, Drummond, and Seatoun, with 
certane bischopes : Quho, quhan they had ad- 
wysed ryplie in the cans, they conclndit that 
the king sould be taine sofUie, bot harme of 
his bodie, and convoyed to the castle of Edin- 
burgh, with certane gentlmen ; and thair to 
remaine quhill they war farder adwysed, and 
in this mean tyme, totak Cochrane earle of 
Marre, and the rest of the kingis familiaris, 
and immediatlie to hing them over the bridge 
of Lather. Be this was spokin and adwysed, 
the earle of Marre cam from the king to the 
counsall, quhilk counsall was hold in in the 
kirk of Lather for the tyme, who was weiil 
accompanied with ane band of men of weir, 
to the number of thrie hunder light axes, all 
cled in quhyt luferay, in blak bendis, that they 
might be knawin for Cochrane the earle of 
Marre his men. Himselff was clad in ane 
ryding py of blak velvett, with ane great 
chaine of gold about his neck, to the value 
of fyve hundreth crouns; and ane faire blow- 
ing home, in ane reckle of gold borne and tip- 
ped with fyne gold, at both the endis, and ane 
pirecious stone called ane buriall hanging at 
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the midis thairof. Thia Cochrane had . his 
hewmont born^ beloir hiin> all overgilt witK 
gcldj a»d sua wa3 all the rest, of his harness t 
and his payiUidne was.of fyne canvas of 3ilk» 
and the. cordis thairof fyne twyned silk. 
This Cochrane was so proud in his awin con^ 
ceitt, that he thought no lord his ooinpanione» 
thairfoir he rusehed.rudlie at the kirk doare: 
The counsall askeit who it was that perturbed 
thame for the tyme. Sir Robert Douglas, laird 
of Locblevin, was keiper of the kirk doore, 
and inquyred who it was that knoked so rud« 
lie: and Cochrane ausweired and said, it is 
the earle of Marre ; quhilk newts pleased 
Weill the counsall ; becaus they war readie to 
tak hira« Then the earle of Angus passed 
haistilie to the kirk doore, and with him Sir 
Robert Douglas of Lochlevin, to receive in the 
earle of Mare, and so manie fof his complices 
as wer thair : and then the earle of Angus 
mett the earle of Marre as he cam in at the kirk 
doore, and pulled the goldin chaine from his 
neck; and said to him, ^^ a rop wold sett him 
better ;" Sir Robert Doug}a» sieing this, pulled 
the blowing home from Jiim^ and said to biro, 
<* he had beine over long ane hunter of , mis* 
cbeife." Than Cochrane, said, *< My lordis 
is it mcvwis or earnest?*' Tbey answeired, and 
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said, he sould find it for earnest, ** for thou and 
thy complices hes abused our prince this long 
tyme, of quhom thow schalt have no more 
credit, hot sail have thy reward according to 
thy deservingis in tymes bygane : and richt so 
the rest of thy fellowis." Notwithstanding the 
lordis held him quyet quhill they caused cer- 
tane armed men pas to the kingis pavilioun, and 
tuo or thrie wyse men with thame, and gave 
the king fair and pleasant wordis, till they had 
laid handis on all his servandisj and tuik thame 
and hanged thame over the bridge of Lather 
befoirthe kingis eyes; and brought in the 
king himselff to the counsalL Thairefter, in- 
continent the brought out Cochrane, and his 
handis bound with ane tow, behind bis back, 
who desired thame to tak ane of his awin pa- 
yillion towis, quhilk war of silk, and bind his 
handis, for he thought shame to be bund with 
ane hemp tow lyk ane theife ; the lordis an- 
sweired and said, '' He was wors than a theife^ 
he was ane tratour, and deserved no better :*' 
and for desphight they tuick ane hair tadder 
and hanged him over the bridge of Lather, 
aboue his complices, and immediatlie maid 
ane.proclamatioun, and cryed down his cun- 
zie, quhilk fulfilled his awin prophesie, that it 
might be ane example to all meine persons* 

3 
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IwMrtocKAb to hie» and inteiid for higli'^maUf 
tera ill court as be did ; for at his begVntAg' be! 
nvte but ane prenteis to ane maissoon, and.'be^ 
dame verrie ingenious in that craft, and biggit> 
many stone boussis with his handis in ihe; 
Malmetof Scotlatid^ becaus he iwas-'Caniifingr 
]« that craft. Not long efter, the king miaidf 
him his raaister maissoon, and ievir be clamb 
so higii». till he dame to his end, as is rehearsilti 
The king was tane captive himiselff^and led ta 
the castle of Edinbargh, > be- 'the convoy eV 
eerlane gentlmen, a«d nop escaped . that wsi 
in his oompaniey I meane bissecreitleiibicii^ 
laris and serrandas ; * but wer all .hanged, < exi^f 
eeptane young manicaUedfiUr Jofane.Baiasay^' 
was liiHfred be the kingis nequeo^t, who for >til 
saiffi his lyffis, lap <vpoun> the hbrslbehihdi this 
king. * This « Sir Johne Bamsay wai laiid !of 
Boi;v!man, and efte^ . theasux^r of Seollandi 
This act was done in the monethi of 'August 
1481 yeir^s.- . . ' / ^r 

' lEfter this, ane iang tyme, the king. reiaain«> 
^d in the castle of Edinburghe^ as captive, and 
liad eertaine lordis in companie with him that 
took hold on him. and keipedhim in the. said 
ciastle, and served him and honoured him as 
ane prince auoht to: be in all thingis ; for he 
was not.pttt tbair as ane prisoner, but for tb^ 

N 



tM CBONICLM OP. 



nmiateifting of the edrtimounwetll ; gttrehiHi 
leite tb: vse all his dire<btbri«8, giftis and oai« 
swiities ab bispleasour, for nothing was.dero* 
gal frdtii bioii be reasoun of his aactoritie^ and 
all: lettrea twaor ^^iven and prociamatioitnes maid 
intfaisioame, lykas they war befoirat bis in** 
putting, goubr no regent^ nor governour^ waa 
okosin at ihsx lymc, bot everie lord within bin 
aivin bound ia Was swome to minister jastice^ 
and 4d> |suWbch Ihift and slauchter within 
ibameeUfisv oi el is to bring the doeris of the 
same lothp IliDgis JQsticc at Edinburgh, and 
tbair to> be pooisebed or answer for the orymesi 
tbam^ilisvand lo be holdin doeris of the same. 
ThuSi'ittair waps peace and rest in the coontrie 
tike spare of Jhrie qaarteris of an yeir. duhiU 
at'lhb latm the king wold have beiue out of the 
Castfle.ai his awin libtrtie> bot he could not 
dbtalkehis purpose^ except he wold have bund 
him^eltf to the lordis cx)un9allis, that war hM 
inputttris, and give thaine some pledges fdr 
the mair securifie of his. protneise, qubilk he 
Wold onawayes doe. Siim that was secreift 
servandis to him, gave him counsall to speal; 
with the earte Douglas, who was captive in 
the castle of Edinburgh at that tyme, and to 
tak him in his favouris, suid to remitt all by* 
ganesj and to restore him to his landis> wbo 
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was nnfi loi^ tyme l^foir forfait; schewing 
if the^king wduld doe this> the earle Douglas 
was able to fortifie BgyA defend hia^^ and to 
bring him to his parpose. Tbe king waa 
yerrie glad of this, and desired verrie effectu-* 
ouslie to speak with the earle Douglas^ who 
was brought to him incontinent^ to intercom^ 
motin vpoun the said maUen. The earl^ 
Douglas, on the vther pairt, viras so |;iigh and 
presttnf^tuous in his owio my nd, that l^e gaye 
the king no dew reverence aa he aught to 
have done, hot high and presumplio,ua v^ordis, 
qubilk became him not to give his prince at 
that tymie, donsidderiag he was caf^ti^e^ ^nd 
vnder subjectione* Thairfoir the king thought; 
him so proud in his^answeiris, andcomononr 
ing, that they pairted wors freindis tbaf thfgr 
melt, and then the king awowed^ tffy9A b^ 
seheOld nevir be relaxit oat of the castle of 
Edtnburgbt if b4 might keip him ip it> for by liis 
proud speiking he w^ Ukeli^r to be aJ|^ ki^E 
than he. For the king feared him a9.,n9ei,kLe 
as any of the rest* if he bad beiae. at |ibei;tie; 
so he left him in thip( maner^ and oounqioned 
na more with him: aiid schew t^iaipe thfit 
gave hiip the coupsall the w boll matter, wlio 
war verrie discontent at the same ; bjptsumof 
thame > gave him counsail to wrjtt a letter to 
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his brother, the duke of Albania, and cans him 
pas to king Edward the new king, and ask 
support of hhn and his counsall, quhairby he 
might be relaxed out of the castle of Edin- 
burgh, and to be revengit on his inputteris ; 
promisand if any sick thingis occurred in 
Ingland to king Edward, he sould be readie 
with all his power to his support. Tliir let- 
tres war direct imroediatlie to the duik of Al* 
banie, his brother, who was then in Bervick, 
and receaved the lettres verrie thankfuHie^ re- 
quyring of the king and counsall of Ingland 
the said support, as the letters maid mentioun 
thairof. The king and counsall of Ingiand hav- 
ing adwysed thairvpoun, denyed any support 
to be given to the king of Scotland, wiihout 
they knew quhairfoir; becausthey had chairg- 
ed him for support sundry times, and gatt non. 
Yitt notwithstanding, would the king of Scot- 
land be content to render Bervick againe, 
they Mrould grnnt him ^ck support as would 
relait him. The duik of Albanie answeired 
and said, he had no such commissioun in that 
.matter; hot promised he schould schew the 
king of Inglandis desir to his brother, and 
bring him ane answeir schortlie. Efter this 
the duik of Albanie wreatt ane lettre to the 
king of Scotland his brother, schowapd to him 
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the will and answeir of the king of Ingland^ 
and counsall of Ingland ; to wit, he desired 
the toun of Bervick to be rendrit againe with* 
in yeir and day in Inglismenis handis, and if 
the king of Scotland would premeise this to 
be done within the space forsaid, and sette his 
great seal thairvpoun, they would incontinent 
grant all hi^ desires, that is to say, to deliver 
him fTrie at libertie, and mak him to have pow« 
erto piinisch quhom he will that had trans* 
gressed againes [him], provyding alwayes 
that the king of Scotland wold dely ver vnto 
thame certane pledges, quhill the said toun 
war dely vered. This answeir pleased weill 
the king of Scotland, saying, if all Ingland 
war his, he had rather render it, nor be holdin 
in captivitie and thraldome be his awin. And 
to this effect, he writt his commissioun vnder 
his great seall, to his brother the duik of Al- 
banie, to grant thair desires, atid to promeise 
the same to the counsall of Ingland, and sent 
four lordis sones in pledgis for the same. 

The duik of Albanie receaved the kingis 
coipmissioun and pledgis, and thairefler past 
toIiOndoQ, to the king of Ingland and counsall 
thairof, and schew bjimthe maner how he had 
sped, and promised to the king that all his 
desires schottld b0 granted^ and achisw hitti 
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the king of Scotlandis commissioun vnder hi^ 
great sealK and delyvered the pleidgis for 
keiping of his promeise Vpoun the <]ahilk 
the king of Ingiand was verrie Weill content^ 
and receaved the pl«dgis verrie thankfiiniei 
and interteaned thame verrie weill, and incon-» 
tinent caused the dork of Gloucester, his great 
fieftennenty pas in^ Scotland with the duik of 
Albanie^and the number of ten thousand men, 
the best in ail Ingiand, was provydit, and com- 
mandit the duik of Glocester to pas with the 
duik of Alhanie in Scotland, or quhairevir he 
plea<i6d, in defence and support of the king of 
Scotland, and promeissed that they sould want 
nothing, nather furnisching nor expensis, ay 
and qiafaill the king of Scotland war put to li- 
bertie, and revenged vpoun his enemies. And 
inoontineiit thairefter thir noblemen cam tn 
^Scotland the tuentie tua day of the moneth c^ 
August anno 148S yeires, and planted thair 
fiaviliones vpoun the Borrowmoore of Edin- 
burghe^ and thair maid provisione for thair 
armies, Ivk too noble chieftanes. Then the 
vrholl noblmen of Scotland, knowing the caus 
of their cuming, and quhat the king of Scot- 
land had ofiered, drew themselffis togidder to 
ane counsall, and soone thairefter oosbpetred 
Ihe duik of Albania an^/the duik of Glocester 
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within «h€ l(mn of fidinbiii^h, ifiritfalli6 inM4^ 

of ane thousand gent^aiirti, and emnsd wttbii;^ 

the lolbttfth tfaainof, befoii* the ItMrdis of $coU 

land, quho war siltalnd at ajie coaoisaH (tl tha^ 

time, andthair fenriereyreDtlte sainted the 4tti]R 

of Albanie, reverenced bini^ andiitrelcofned hi|i| 

home, aad requyredof him vhdt wiaa'biB ]^etH 

tione. He answered, •* I desir the kingps graces 

Biy brother^ lo be p^t tto iibertie, qnhjAk was 

grafHted to htm iuconiUnent.'' Bot the tohw^ 

cellor answeired and feaid, ^ My lenri^ w* wW 

grant you yo«r de$i res j: bot b$ to fthat toan 

who is with yow, we koaw hiHi tiat, nor ^\ 

w4(t we grant nothing lo his destr. B«it we 

Imaw your lord^brp ?» be the kingia bno» 

Iber, and excepting t^he'kingtis sone^ tb« second 

persone in Scoltand, and ane faoroaner of Ji]s« 

tiee, and the commoanweilL Thatrfoir the 

kingia grace salbe at yoar wtli» ^to ivse him aA 

yea think gnid t beseiohing yoii^ lAuiirfoir to 

eaisshim vse wyse and hoiiesl: paansfdl io tymt 

enrmng, wiio regairdis hie lionour aad mmll mi 

^e eountrie. This hieing doMe^ l> tiuA A& 

khig -salbe out of isus^ooe of iiiat $ait[e$tifi^ 

qubilk hes'beihe iit(rafakmis«ifi ijrmte by gane# 

Md caAwed v^ qwha^uo^rhis kifdikrflofdm^!^ 

thing *quhtlk was iic^itk) ^is jcodt^nftmeUlJ^ b^ 

emoa he would not vse oak* 0(inlDaUb.jboiivlMd 
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All thiiigi8at»his a^^in pleasour^ and thotequta^ 
War his faittiUarlB for the tynie, who was not 
worthie to ha^fe b^ine with ane king, iiorl^^ 
have given him counsall, hot rather lOMbave. 
holdin the pleogh, or to have keipit scbeipe., 
Thairfoir I pi*ay God your t-ordschjp may, 
have horfour of your labom'is, quliilk yea have 
maid at this tyihe, for his delyverance/' . 

Thus, when the chancellour had endit his; 
oratioune, the duik of Albanie and the 4uik 
6^ GloceBter depairted from the counsall lio- 
wardis the castle to receive the king; and. he- 
raldes of armes War c<Mmmandit to pas witlv 
thame, to chairgethe captanes to mak th^ 
gaittes opin and to ddjv ver the king. So th« 
king cam furth of th* castle to the dttik of 
Albanie his brother, and rod doun to tjhe 
Abbey of Halliruidhous^ and the duik of Al- 
banie his brother behind him, both on ane 
hors, quhair they remained ane long tyme. in 
great mirrines^ quhill all the lordis cam doua 
'tod maid thair dew obiedierice to the king* h^ 
the duik df Attwuaies adwyse. i Thaireftec the 
kiiig past to Stiriing, aiiid -throw many pairtest 
of Scotland^ i accompanied -with the d«ik of 
Albamie imdiJtbdduikof Glocpster : .and'Vti^ 
the duik of Gioce8ter<1{ua> thousand horsioeii 
ind. firtb. hkmdrMh iiK>tmen> vpoua. tb«[ kiflis 
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of Inglandis expenssis, and send home the rest 
of his aiTDie to Ingland againe, and remained 
himselff the spare of ane yeir , iwith the nunai« 
ber foirsaidis, with the king of Scotland. 

In this meane tyme the kyng pat certane 
lordis in the castle of Ediiiburghe, quho war, 
for the most pairt, counsallouris of his inputs 
ting, -to the number. of sixteine: to witt, the 
jearle of Bothwell, the lord Home, the lord 
Evandaill, chancellour for the tyme ; the lord 
Gray, the lord Drummond, the lord Egling^ 
toun, the lord Fleming, the lord Seatoun, the 
lord Maxwell, with sundrie great barrones; 
whom the king was adwysed, for the tyme, to 
have justified all, war not the courisail of the 
duik of Albanie his brother and the earle of 
Angus, quho than was familiar with the king, 
to saiffthe lordis injustified in the tyme of the 
kingis furie. 

Efter this ane long tyme thair was peace 
and rest in the realme, and that throw the 
court and.counsall of the duik of Albanie,^ 
quho soone thairefter married the earle of Ork- 
neyis doehter, and begat vpoun hir ane sone, 
called Alexander, who was thairefter bischope 
of Murray^ but not long efter he pairted with 
hir, and past in France, and was married vpoua 
the dttdnes of Balloigne. But this Alexatnder, 
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doik of Aibanie, had the great ladigQalioiiii 
of many of the nobles in Scotland, for fortifiB* 
iog and manteining the king in his prirat a& 
faires, and gare him the wjtt that so manjr 
lordis wer in captivttie at that tjrme, and for 
reodring of Bervick, acoordiog to the. kingis 
promeise, who gave him commiosionn to ren^ 
der the same for his releive* And f he lordis 
conld not be content thairwith, hot alledgit it 
to be treasone : and wer veriie desirous lo have 
had sum crjme to accuse the duik of Alba^ 
nie, and to have pot ane new snspitione be# 
tmxt him and his brother, tlie king« thinking 
Weill the could onawayes getl thasr will of 
the king except they had his brother cot off. 
And for that effect they caused certane Halter* 
reris and eviU speakers schow the king thA 
the duik of Albania islendit to have the 
croun, for he was licklier to be king nor Ihg 
king himselfe as he proceidit ; for he disponed 
all thingis perteining to the libertie of the 
croun: and caused the king to vnderstand^ 
that he would fulfil the prophecie of the wich 
who prophicied to the king that the nearest 
of his kine schoald destroy him. Thir woniia» 
and siclyk vther fainyied taillis, maid the king 
so efieired of the duik of Albanie, that he 
could have beine content to bare beine ^uyt 
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6f hini) notwitfastandttig of all the trarellis he 
had maid for the kingis weill, and for the de- 
lyverring of him out of captivitie. All his 
guid service was forgett with this ilattrie, and 
the fear that the king tuik of htm be the per- 
Bwasione of wicked counsallouris, caused him 
to summond his brother befoir the counsall, for 
sick poyntis of treasone as efter followis. That 
is to say : for rendring the toun of Bervick io 
Inglismenis handis, but counsall or commis* 
sione of the lordis of Scotland. Sua the duik 
of Albanie compeired pertlie befoir the king 
and counsall, and produced the kingis com- 
missioun, vnder his great seall, to render the 
Mme, to the effect that support might cum to 
the king for his delyverfeince. Bot the lordis 
alleadged that commissione was of no effect at 
that tyme, becaus he was in captivitie, and did 
the same by * the advyce of the lordis and coun- 
sall. Quhairfoir the lordis of counsall for the 
tyme convicted the said dviik^ and send him to 
the castle to be imprisoned. 

In this meane tyme the earle of Angus gatt 
the haill lordis that was in waird releiyed^ 
ypoun cautioun to enter againe when the king 
pleased, vnder the paine of ten thousand 

♦ Wn\mt, 
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ponndis ilk man, etc Soone efter this they 
counsalled the king to justifie his brother, the 
duik of Albanie, thinkand, if they war quytc 
of him they should doe with the king qahal 
they pleassed. For they stod in side aw of 
the duik that they durst nevir medle with the 
king, nor put handis in him, he being alyve. 
Quhairfoir thir conspiratouris insistit and war 
verrie desirous to have this nobie and famous 
man put to death, and continewed in this vn- 
godlie andvnleisum sute, quhill it was knawin 
in France be sick as favoured the duik of Al<* 
banie : and thairfoir thair came ane French 
schip out of France hastilie in Scotland, with 
secreit wryttingis to the duik of Albanie, 
quho was than in prisone in the Castle of 
Edinburth, to adverteise him that it was con- 
cludit be the king and counsall that he should 
be justified vpoun a certane day, quhilk was 
the day efter the schip cam to the toun of 
Leith besyd Newheavin, and gave hir selff 
furth as ane passinger with wyne. duhen he 
had hard of thir newis he desired leive of the 
captane to send for tuo bottelles of wyne, who 
gave him leive glaidlie, apd provydit the bossis 
himselff: and than the duik of Albanie sent 
ane of his familiar servantis to the Frenchmen, 
and desired him to bring him of the fynest and 
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axid starkest wyne, quho was obejred thank-* 
fullie, and send him tuo bosis of Malvesie ; and 
in the one end of the botle put ane row of wax, 
quhairin was inclosed ane secrdt wrytting, 
quhilk schew the duik of Albanie sick newis 
as he was not content thairwith : and in the 
other boss thair was ane long tow to support 
him in his neid. So the messinger haisted him 
back to the castle, and schew his maister cer- 
tane thingis be tongue, quhilk the Frenchman 
had told him, and that night the duik called 
the captane to supper, and promised him ane 
drink of guid wyne. So the captane cam to 
him glaidlie, and souped with him. The 
duik gave his chamber chyld command that 
he sould drink no wyne that night, hot hold 
himselff temperat, for he knew not quhat he 
wold have to doe, and if thair arose any did- 
sentioun betuixt him and the captane, he pray* 
ed him to stand be him, as he schould be 
ane guid maister to him thairefter. Quhen 
the supper was done, the captane passed to 
the kingis chamber to sie quhat was doeing, 
who was then ludged in the castle : and when 
he had visited all, he caused tham close the 
yattes and sett the watchmen ; and thairefter 
cam to the duikis chamber to the collatioun. 
And efter they had drunkin thair collatioun. 
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and all men iu thair bedis, the duik and 
eaptane past to the tables and played for the 
wyne. The fire was heft and the wjne was 
strong, and the eaptane and his men became 
mirrie, quhiU at the last, the dutk perceared 
his tyme, and saw thame mtrriei and maid ane 
signe to bis chamber chyld to be readie as he 
had instructed him» for the duik was fuliie re« 
solved aither to doe or \x> die : for he was suir«> 
lie informed be the Freneb schip that be waste 
be headed on the mome. So be thought best 16 
prevetne the tyme, and tap from the boord 
and sirak the eaptane with ane whinger and 
slew him, and also sttked other tuo with his 
awin hand. And in the meane tyme his 
chamber chyld was werrie busie; and sua they 
tuo overthrew fyve : that is, the eaptane and 
four of his men : and when they had done, 
kesttham in the fyre; and efterwardis tuik 
out thair towes and passed to the wall head, 
at ane quyet place, qnhair the watchmen 
might have no sicht of thame, and than strech- 
ed thair cordis over the wall head, and the 
chamber boy passed first: hot the to wis was 
schort, and he fell and brak his thigh bone. 
Then he cryed to his maister to mak the tow 
longer, for he was gone. Then the duik 
reave the scheittis aff his bed, and lenthned 



like taw, and passed ssfiflie himselff: and wboil 
ke. was cuHi doiin and perceaved his servaot 
in poynl of dead, be tuik bhn vpoun his back 
and carried him away als fisire as he mighty 
land teft him in ane quyet place, qubatr he 
trowed he might be saVfe, and isyne went to tb^ 
Newbeavin besyd Leitb^ and maid him ane 
signe to the sehips wlio sent ane boatt to the 
land and receaved him in. Bot no man knew 
wbidder h^ servant went with bim or not: 
bot suirlie manie gentlmen of Scoftland wiscb* 
ed tbamselffis to have bein^ with him, and, 
amongest the rest. Sir Alexander Jair^Kne of 
Apfegirtb, knygbt, passed with, bim, and sira^ 
drie other gentlemen. 

Bot on the morne, whan the wachmen peiv 

ceaved that the towis War hinging over the 

wallis, then rane they to seik the captane to 

fichew bim the matter and maner, bot he was 

not in his awin chamber. Then they passed 

Id the duikis chamber and fund the doore 

opin, and ane dead man lying in the chamber 

doore, and the captane and the rest burning in 

the fyre, quhilk was verrie dollorous to tbame; 

and when they mised the duik of Albanie and 

his chamber cbyld^ they rane speidilte and 

achew the king how the matter bad happened. 

JBot he YfotA not give it credence till he pasi 
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himself and saw the matter. Then he consi-* 
dered the whole caus how it stood, and caused 
the yattes to be holdin close, that no word 
should pas to the tbun, quhill he had searched 
all the place, to sie quhidder the duik of AI-^ 
banie war within or not. Bot when he could 
not find him, he ' caused horsmen to be sent 
furth in all pairtes, to sie if they could appre« 
bend him in ony place, and bring him to him 
againe, and they should have great rewardis 
thairfoir. Bot yitt they could gett no kynd of 
iryall of him, quhill at the last, thair cam ane 
man out of I^ith, and schew the king that 
tloaUricam ane boat from the-French schip, and 
tuik in certane men, and tbairefter pulled vp 
hir saillis, and travisched up and down the 
Firth, quhom they judged to be the duik 6f 
Albanie, as it was trew ; for he past to France 
incontinent, and gatt in mariage the duchesi 
of Bolloigne) and begatt vpoun hir Sir John 
Stewart, who was after him duik of Albanie^ 

, and governour of Scotland. ^ 

' Bot we will retume to our purpose and his* 

.tone, howthe whoU lordis, at the hourof nyne, 

cam to the king to the castle, to sie quhat or- 

.dourschould be takinwith the executioun of 

* his. brother the duik of Albanie, and to sie in 
quhat place he schould be headed : and when 
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they knew the matter how it stood, thair was 
sum of them verrre sorie^ thiakiiig weill that 
he should not faill to quyt tham comoun if he 
lived : hot other sum war heartilie weill ^eon- 
tent, and rejoysed of his guid event, k(K>vviug 
that he was innocent, and thought that they 
wold hear better tydingis of him ane ather 
day. Notwithstanding, the king himselfF was 
affeired and commoved; pairtlie throw the 
slauchter of the captane, and als he had evir 
in rememt)ranoe the saying of the wich^ think- 
ing be could nevir be satisfied in his mynd^ 
quhill he had his brother put to dead a befoir. 
But fra tyme he was suirlie adverteised that 
his brother was so intertained iii France, be 
the king and counsall thairof, and had gottin 
the duches. of Buloigne in marriage, in that 
respect, he conjectured that he wold not cum 
againe in Scotland haistiKe ; becaus he was 
both forfalt, and had brokin his waird. Yitt 
nevirtheles the tordis tuik evir a great feare of 
his returning, and durst nevir execut thair ia^- 
tentis till they knew that he was dead. 

And in this meane tyme, the king past throw 
all Scotland at his pleasur, in peace and rest. 

And in the meane tyme, thair was warres in 
idgland, betwixt theduik of York, wha vsurp- 
ed the cvouB and kingdome of Hendrie the 

o 
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Sixt, the said Hendrie being in prisone for the 
tyme ; and the duik of Clarence, with certane 
other noblemen, past to Normandie at that 
tyme, to remaine thair with the duik his guid 
brother, quhill he saw fardder. We leive the 
affairs of Ingland, and returne yitt againe to 
our historic. 

King James the Thrid being at guid peace 
and rest, as I have showin yow befoir, he went 
to Stirling^ atid remained thair the most pairt 
of the yeir, quhair he tuik sick pleasur to 
dwell thair, that he left all other castles and 
tounes in Scotland^ and for that caus, he found- 
it ane colledge within the said castle, callit the 
chappellroyall, and also he buildit the great hall 
of Stirling. Also he maid in the said chappell 
royall, all kynd of office men, to wit, the 
bischope of Galloway^ the deane, and the 
archdeane, thesaurer, subdeane, chanter, and 
subchanter, with all kind of other officieris, 
perteaning ane colledge ^^ and also doubled 
thaim for that effect, that the on half schould 
evir be readie to pas with him, to sing and 
play with him, and hold him mirrie : the other 
halfeto remaine at home, to sing and play 
for him and his successioun, and for this 
caus maid great fundatioun in the said chap- 
pell royall. And in the meane tyme the be- 
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nifice of Coldinghame walked, and the king 
thought to have given it to the chappell royall, 
but the Homes was not content thairwith, and 
in speciall .... Hoome of Falscastell, who 
had many steidings of the priorie of Colding- 
hame in his handis for the tyme, beleiving to 
gett the same in sett or feu afterwardis. He 
caused the Hoomes evir intend to gett ane 
pryour in that rowme of thair awin name, 
quhairthrow they thought the king thair ene- 
mie, becaus he intehdit to mell with any thing 
they had, and speciallie the pryorie of Col- 
dinghame. And for this cans the Hoomes 
and Hepburties, with certane lordis and bar- 
rones of .the countrie, and speciallie the lordis 
that war put in the castle befoir be the king, 
for the conspiracie of Lather bridge, assembled 
togidder to ane conventioun and counsall a- 
gaines the king, and banded thaoiselffis togid- 
der, that they thought they schould be pairtie 
to the king quhairevir hc^ laid ony thing to their 
chairge. 

The king hearing of thir newis, sent ane 
herald to the forsaidis lordis and thair caut^ 
tioneris, chairging them to vnderly the Uw 
within fourtie dayes, for sick thingis as he had 
to lay to thair chairge. Bot the herald was 
evill intreated in the executibun of the sum- 
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moDdisy for his lettres were revia. Alt the 
qubilk the kiDg took so great displeasure, for 
he knew thair was no remeid, bot rebellioun. 
For the quhilk cans the king past to Stirling, 
and gamiscUed the same with men and vic^ 
toallis, and noaidane .... Schaw, laird of Fin- 
trie, captane of the same, and dely vered him 
Jam^s, his eldest sone in keiping, and com- 
mandit him straitlie, as he loved his honour and 
his ly fie, that he wold permitt no man to enter 
'the said castle, nather great, nor small, till he 
returned; nor yitt latt his sone pas out of the 
said castle to no game, nor to meitt with no 
man, hot to keip him straitlie in the castle 
quhill his returning. 

This being done, the king returned to the 
castle of Edinburgh, and furnisched the same 
in lyk manner, and pat bis haill pois of gold 
and silver ia the said castle, and desired the 
captane thairof to keip and wach the same 
wyslie, and schew him that he was to ryd to 
the Northland among his lo'rdis, and thair to 
seik counsall and support of thame, agaipest 
this new rebellioun. Sua the morne efter he 
passed to Leitb, and schiped in ane schip of 
captane Woodes, who was bound to Flanderis 
for the tyme* Sum of the conspiratouris^ who 

hard tell of the kingis dyetit^ ipUawejd fast to 

1 
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Leith efter him, and thought to hate gottiii 
him, bott they missed him. Yitt thfey gott 
pairt of his cofferis with money and cloathing: 
and they beleived Suirlie, becaUS the king ivai 
embarked in ahe schip of Captane Woodis-, 
qnhilk was boiind to Flatideris, ' that he wafe 
passarld thair himself^, and that caused tham 
to tak the lese fear, and h^ themor6 hardie id 
spoyllirig of his servandis. Bot he caused the 
said captane land ih'FyfFe; knd ^hdn rod 
through the same to his hofthldtid lordis, that 
favored him and wold tak his pairt. Bbt yiit 
or he past, he left word behind Wrii to the fecHe- 
riffe of Stratherhe, Fyfte, and Angus, tb raik 
proclamatiouneis oiit through the said iSchyres, 
to all maner of hieh betuixt sixtie arici'sixteihfe, 
spirituall and tenifldraU, as weill burgh asland^ 
that tliey schould be in reidinfei alt ane cef^ 
tane day to pas with the kih^ quhair he 
pleased, to daniduii \\h cohspiratburis. Thir 
new rebellis kest all the mednis and traftit 
tvayes they niight, to mak thaniselffis al§ ablb 
againest the king and all that wdld tak his 
pairt, thinking weill, thfey schotild aither fight 
tirith the king and give him battell, or eh caus^ 
him to flie out of Scotland. And yitt becaus 
thair title was not guid, they diirst riot attempt 
the same, becaus they knew the king to be 
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Weill loved of the commonesand borrowis, and 
speciallie of the ancient and aiged worthie 
barrones of the cuntrie, who best knew quhat 
danger it was to rebell againest ane crouned 
king. Thir newis was ane great hinder to thir 
conspiratouris, to put hand in tbair king or 
prince. Bot yitt the eldest of thame, to wilt, 
the earle of Angus, the lord Evandaill, the 
earle Bothwall, the lord Home, with divers 
vtheris, concludit not to mell with the king 
without they had the prince his sone in thatr 
hands and to this purpose they concludit, 
^nd fand ane craftie moyane, that is, they sent 
ane quyett messinger to the captane of Stir- 
ling, and desired him affectuouslie to cum and 
speak with thame, for his awin weill^ who W9,$ 
verrie loath to cum, bot yitt at the last tliey 
ffi^d him so fair promeiss, and gave him sick 
giftis of gold and silver, that he was finallie 
corrupted, and granted to all petitiones they 
wold desir of him^ to witt, that he schould de** 
ly ver the prince into their handis, and keip the 
castle still in the prince's name and thaires, 
and that he schould receave the king nor none 
of his within the castle in tymcuming. So 
immediatlie after they had giveii him great 
sowmes of money, he dely vered the prince vn- 
to thame, who passed with him to Linlithgow s 

3 
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and thai r maid proclamatiounes to all manner 
of men, that wold cum and defend the prince : 
becaus, as thei alleadged, that the king had 
suspitioun of his sone, and at thame, lykas he 
had at his brother befoir, and was cuming with 
ane great armie to tak him and put him. in 
prisons. Thairfoir they desired all men that 
favoured the commounweill, to cum and de- 
fend the prince, and also they fied waigeouris 
and men of warre with the kingis awin money, 
which they spoylled, to pas with thame : and 
passed all fordward with the prince againest the 
king incuming, quho knew nothing of the trea- 
soun wrought be the captane of the castle of Stir- 
ling, nor yitt of the dely verance of his sone,bot 
peirtlie cam forward with the north of Scotland, 
that is to say, Ros, Sutherland, Caithnes, Buch- 
an, Marre, Meimes, Angus, Gowrie, Fyfe, 
Stratherne,Stirlingschyre, Atholl, and Argyle , 
with. some of the lordis.of the wastland that 
followed him. For thair was none in thir for- 
said schyres, bot all tuik pairt with him, both 
gentlmen and commones, except the Lord 
Gray allanerlie in Angus, and the Ij^rd Drum- 
mond in Stratherne, who was witK the other 
pairtie againes the king. Notwithstanding 
the king cam to St Johnstoun^ and thair warn- 
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ed all the commounes and gentlmen of Fyfe to 
meilt him, both on horse and fute, quho cam 
verrie obtdientlie to the king, and with thame 
in companie lord David Lindsay of the Byres, 
as captane and liefetennent to thame at the 
kingis command ; for he had beine long in 
France, and weill practised in warres, quhair- 
foir the king thought it meittest at that tyme 
to give him the chairge, becaus he kneur him 
to be both bardie and trew to his grace, sun* 
drie times befoir, when he had to doe ; thair* 
foir lord David Lindsay mett him att Sanct 
Johnstoun, with ane thousand horsmen, and 
thrie thousand futmen, all readie to wair thair 
lyves with him in his defence. The same lord 
David Lindsay, being ryding vpoan ane great 
gray curseour, he lighted doun and maid his 
obedience to the king, and thairefter presented 
the said curseour to his grace, assuring the king 
that if he had to doe in extremitie, either to 
Are or follow, that that hors wold ware all the 
liors in Scotland at his pleasour, if he wold 
sit weill ; so the king accepted of the hors, and 
thanked him glaidlie. Alexander Lord Ruth- 
ven, schirreff of Stratherne, bronchtto him ane 
brave companie, to witt, ane thousand gentl* 
men, weill horsed, atie thousand bowmen, and 
ane thousand with halflang swordis, and ha- 
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berschones, quhilkis all, with direrss ttheris 
highland men, passed all withthe schirrefTand 
men the king att Stirling, to the number of 
thirtie thousand men. Thairefter incontinent 
the king passed to the castle, and desifed to 
be in, bot the captane refuised him entres, and 
then the king desired to speak with his sone, 
quhilk also the captane refuissed, and said he 
wold not speak with him at that tyme. . Yitt 
the king inquyred of him gentlie qnhair his 
soti was ; who answered, and said, that the 
lordis had takin him from him agaitles his wilL 
Then the king said, " False tratour, thou hes 
deceaved me : I wow to God, and I leive, I 
salb6 revengit vpoun the, and reward the as 
thou hes deserved." Thairefter the kirigpassed 
to the toun, and watched all night, ai)d caus- 
ed ane strong Wach of his armie stand about 
the toun ^11 night, till on the morne that the 
day^ brak. Then the king rose with his 
counsaH and lordis, that war with him, and 
passed forward in arrayed battle to the Tor- 
wood, and thair dtayed, till moe cam to him. 
And siclyk the kingis enemies, on the other 
syd, cam peirtlie fbrdward td the water of 
Carroun, aboue the bridge thairof, to the num- 
ber of twelff thotisand men, all monted on 
horsback. And on the morhe, thair cam wyse 
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men on everie syd to treal peace betuixl 
thame. Bot the king, sieing he was so great 
of power againes his enemies, he wold on no 
wayes bot fordward to be revengit on tham 
that had risen and rebelled againes him. Then 
he arrayed his battell, and maid forwardis to 
the feildis, and put his men in ordour, as efter 
follow es: that is to say, ten thousand highland 
men in the vangaird, the earle of HuntJie and 
the earle of Atholl, leaderis of the said hoast ; 
then in the reirgaird vther ten thousand wast- 
land men, and Stirlingshire men, and thaip 
leaderis war my lord Erskine, the lord Gra- 
hame andMonteith. The king himselflF was 
in the great steall with all the borrowis and 
commones of Scotland, and on the on wing on 
his right hand, passed Dauid earle of Craw- 
foord, and lord David Lindsay of the Byres, 
and with tbaxne tuo thousand hors^ien, and 
sax thousand futmen of Fyfe and Angus. Apd 
on his left hand passed Alexander Lord Ruth- 
vene, with all Stratherne and Stormond, to the 
number of fyve thousand men. 

Thus the king, being in ordour and passand 
fordward in arrayed batle, word cam to him 
that his enemies war in sicht. Then the king 
cryed for his hors, quhilk my lord Lindsay had 
givin hiw, and raid to ane hill head to sie the 
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manner of thair aiming. Then he sawe thame 
in thrie battellis, to the number of six thou- 
sand men in everie battell ; the Hoomes and 
Hepburnes having the vangaird; and with 
thame in companie, Mers, Tividaill, and east 
Lothiane, and nixt tham Liddisdaill and An- 
nerdaill, with manie of Galloway. And syne 
cam the whoU lordis that conspired againest 
the king, and brought with tham the prince, 
to be thair buckler and saiftie, and haisted 
fordward. with great courage, becaus they 
knew the kingis facilities that he was nather 
bardie nor constant in battell. So the king, 
sieing his awin enemies to cum with his awin 
banner displayed, and his sone. againest him, 
he remembrit the wordis which the wich had 
spokin to him mauie dayes befoir, that he 
should be suddenlie distroyed and put doun 
be the nearest of his kine : quhilk he suspect- 
ed than appearandlie to cum to pas, and be 
the wordis of the forss^id wich, illusi^un, and 
intysment of the devil], he ti^ik sick ane vaine 
suspitioun in his awin mynd, that he tuik 
haistilie purpose to tile. In the meane tyme, 
the lordis sieing tt^e king to type courage, de- 
sired him to pas by the hoast till they had 
foughtin the battell. Be this the Homes and 
liepburnes cam so fast vppuu the kingis van-^ 
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gaird, And on the other syd they schott so 
many and so thik flightis bf arrowis at that 
tyme, that they hurt and slew makiie of thair 
hors, and put thame back. Bot at the llast 
the theives of Annerdaill cam in, schout- 
ting and crying, and feared the king so, that 
he tuik purpose and raid his way, and thought 
to have win the tdiin bf Stirling : bot he spur- 
red his hors at the flight speid. Cuming throw 
the toun of Bannockburne, ane voman per- 
ceived ahe man cuming fast vpoun hors, shoe 
being carrieing in watter, cam fast away and 
left the pig behind her ; so the kingis hors lap 
the burne and slak df friewill, quhairfra the 
voman cam* The king being evill sittin, fell 
aff his hors b^foir the mylne doore of Bah* 
nockburne, and so was bruised with the fall, 
being heavie in' armour, that he fell in ane 
deadlie sowne : And the niiller and his wayfF 
harled him in to the nrtylne, and not knowing 
quhat he was, kest him vp in anip nuik, and 
covered him with ane cloath ; quhill at the 
last the kingis hoast, knawing that he was fled, 
debaitted thamselffis manfullie, and knawing 
that they war bordereris and rtiei<ris that delt 
with thame, thairfoir they had the moir Cou- 
rage to defend thamseli&s. Nevirtheles they 
reteired and fled in guid ord6ur quhill they 
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cafti^ to the Tp.r\yood, and tjiaipd^baitted long 
tyme till the night came, and ^ed away als 
quy^tlie as they, ipjgh^ an.d paii^ t past to Stir- 
ling, Bot thair enemies, ojn tfee other syd, 
followed tha,nie ver^jp scharplie, ipo that thair 
was many takin, hu^, and slaine of thame. 
And be the kingis enemies war reteiring back, 
the king himselfF overcame lying in the mylne, 
and cryed, if thair was ane preist to mak his 
confessioun. The myller and his wayfF heir- 
ing tbir wordis, inqi^yred of him quhat man 
he was, apd what was his name. He hap- 
pened to say, ynhappilie, *! This day at morne I 
was your king." Than the miUeris wayfF clap- 
ped hir handis, and ran furth and cryed for 
ane preist. In this meane tyme ane preist 
was cuming by ; sum says he was my lord 
Qrayes servaud; quho answeired and said, 
" heir an? I ane preist, quhair is the king?" 
Then the milleri^ wayfF tuik the preist by the 
hand, and led bini in at the n^lne doore, and 
how soone th/e sai4 preist saw the. king, he 
\aew Ijiim incontii^eut^ a,Qd kneiUed doun on 
his knies, and sip^ire^ at the kiogis grace if he 
might live if he had. guid, Ijei^chment : he an- 
sweired. hjim. ^le trowed he migl^t, hot he wold 
ba,ve had ^ preist to tak his £)dwyQe> and to 
^iye him his /sacrament* The priest answeir- 
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ed, that sail I doe haistilie, — and pulled out ane 
whinger, and strak him four or fyve tymes 
evin to the heart, and syne gatt him on his 
back and had him away. Bot no man knew 
quhat he did with him, nor quhair he buried 
him. Nor no tryall of the king was gottin 
ane moneth thairefter. Notwithstanding, the 
battellis war dissevered, as I have schowin 
befoir, the kingis battell fled to Stirling that 
night, and the other pairtie to thair tentis: 
and on the morne cam to Linlithgow. I can- 
not hear of any man of reputatioun that was 
slaine at this tyme, bot thair was many earles, 
lordis, and barrones, that war takin and ran- 
somed. This battell was strickin in the moneth 
of Junij the aucht day, in the yeir of God 
1488 yeires. 

This may be ane example to all kingis that 
cumes heirefter, not to fall from God, and to 
grund thamselffis vpoun the vaine saying^s 
and illusiones of deviliis and sorcereris, as this 
feible king did, quhilk pat him in suspitioun 
of his nobilitie, and to murther and exyll his 
awin native brother. For, if he had vsed the 
counsall of his wyse lordis and barrones, he 
had not cum to sick disparatioun, nor suspi- 
tione, quhilk he was moved to tak be vaine 
and vicked persones, quhilk brought him to 
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ane mischeivous end. Thairfoir we pray all 
godlie kingis to tak example by him, and to 
fear God, and to vse wyde and godlie counsall, 
having respect to thair high calling, and to 
doe justice to all men. 



224 CRONiCLies of Scotland. 



HEAR BEGINBS THE CRONICLES OF KING JAMES 
THE FEIRD, AND OF HIS ACTIS. 



^^AMBS the Thrid, vnhappilie slaine in this 
maner, as is befoir rehearsit, king James the 
Feird, and all the rest of the conspiratouris 
that came againes the king, passed to Lith- 
gow, and remained thair quhill they gott word 
whidder the king was slaine or not. In this 
meane tyme thair came ane mail to thame to 
Linlithgow, schowing thame that thair was 
tuo schipes of Captane Woodes travisching vp 
and doun the Firth, of the quhilkis schipes 
thair was on of thame called the Flour, and 
the vther the Yellow Carvell. Thir schipes 
had sent thair cock boattis to land, and receav- 
ed in many hurt men within thame, of quhom 
they judged the king to be one. At thir tyd- 
ingis the whoU conspiratouris tuik conjectur 
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•f the same thiog, sieing that Captane Wood 
was principall servant to the king at that 
tyme^ and having waiges of him, and he and 
his schipis bad beine oftymes Curnisched abe^ 
foir be the king to pas quhair he pleased: 
thairfoir they beleived that he schould have 
awaitted vpoun the king in the feild, and have 
broucht him to the schipis. They being cer« 
tified of this matter, they raised thair armie 
and cam to Leith, and remained tuo dayes, 
and in the meane tyme send inessingeris to 
Captane Wood^ desiring to knaw if the king 
vras in the schipes or noucht; who said he 
was not thair, and bad thame search and seik 
his schipes at thair pleasures, if they beleived 
not him. Upoua this answeir the messinger 
depairted back, schovring the captane's an* 
sweir ; off the quhilk the prince and the lordis 
war not content, and send messipgeris back 
againe to Captane Wood, desiring him to cum 
to the Gounsallf that they might inquyre of 
him how the n^atter stood. Bot he, on the 
vther pairt, knawing that they had murthered 
his maister in maner foirsaid, tuik suspitioae 
of thame, that without pledges he would not 
cum in thair handis, that he might returne 
without harme or skaith to his schipis. Thi$ 
^Iso the messinger reported vnto the pr'mpf 
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and the lordis, quho incontinent caased tuo 
lordis'-pas in pledges for the «aid captane 
quhill he t^chonld be delyvered againe to his 
achipes ; to witt the lord Seatoun and the lord 
Fleming; sua the lordis war receaved into 
the schipes, and Captane Wood cam and pre* 
sentit himselif befoir the iordis>^ and prince, in 
the tonn of Leith. Bot als soone as the prince 
saw the captane himselfe befoir him beleived 
suirlie it had beine his fa!her« and inquyred of 
him, " Sir, ar yea my* father?** who answeired, 
with teares fallinsr from his eyes, " Sir, I am not 
your father, bot I was a servand to your father, 
and salbe to the auctoritte quhill I die, and 
ane enemie to thame that was the occasioun 
of his dounputting.*' The lordis inquyred of 
Captane Wood if he knew of the king, or 
quhair he was. He answeired, he knew no- 
thing of the king, nor quhair he was. Then 
they speired quhat they war that cam out of 
the feild and passed in his schipes : he an* 
s weired, " It was I and my brother, quho war 
readie to have waired our lyves with the king 
in his defence." Then they said, " He is not in 
your schipes ?" quho answeired againe, " He is 
not in my schipes, bot would to God he war 
in my schipes saflie, I should defend him and 
keip him skaithles fra all the treasonable crea*» 
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turis who hes murtbered him, for I think to 
sie.the day when they salbe hanged and diaw* 
in for thair demeritis." 

Then the lordis, sieing nothing in Captane 
Wood bot disphyghtfuU answeiris and proud 
speakingis, they war. not content thairwith ; 
yitt they darst not put hand in him to doe 
him any skaith, becaus of the lordis that war 
pledges for him : flfor if the had done him any 
skaith, they wold incontinent have hanged the 
lordis that war pledges for him, quhilk, as it 
was, escaped narrowlie, becaus of the long stay 
of the said captane. The lordis haisted away 
the captane to his sohipes, and ihquyrcd no 
moe tydingis of* him. This being • done, tfa^ 
lordis pledges war dely vered and tane on land 
againe, who wltr richt flied, and schew the 
prince and the lordis, if they had holdin Cap** 
tane Wood any longer they had been both 
hanged, Att this tyme the prince and the 
lordis war verrie coinmoved, and desired cer<» 
lane skipperis in Leith to pas funh and tak 
the said captane and bring him in. To this 
eSecX they called all the skipperes and inar* 
riheris m Leith befoir the counsall, to, sie 
quhilk of tliame wold tak in hand to pas vpouu 
the said captane, and they schould be fur^ 
nisched with men, artiliarie, and yictualli$ 
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Tponti the prince's expenssis, bot they all re- 
faissed: and ou Captane Bartone answeired 
and said, that thair was not ten schipes ia 
Scotland that would give Captane Woodes lua 
schipes conibatt ; for he was weill practiced 
in warre, and had sick artilyarie and men that 
it was hard dealling with him aither be sea or 

land. 

This being spokin, the prince and the lordis 

oonsidderred the same, and continewed the 
same till afterwardis. So they past vp all to 
Edinburgh, and remained ane quhyll, and 
send out lettresinto all pairtes, both into bufgh 
and land, desiring the wholl lordis comrois- 
sioneris to compeir at Edinburgh vpoun ane 
certane day, to sie the king corroned, and to 
mve thwr consent thairto. But, notwithstand- 
ing, few coropeired except sum commission- 
eris of burrowes, and the lordis conspiratouris 
thamselffis. And thair they crowned the king, 
and thairefter they send ane herald to the cap- 
tane of the Castle of Edinburgh, and desired 
the same to be rendrit to the king and his cap- 
tanes, qohilk was obedientlie done at the 
kingis comOiand. But the captane thairof 
maid sick moyane with the lordis of connsall 
and :?thpris courtepuris, that he continewed 
^ill in his ofl&ce. Sum sayes he certified 
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sum of the lordis quhair the kingis poose was, 
and caused thame gett the samyne^ quhilk 
was the caus his conttnewance in his office. 
This -being done, the king past to Stirling, 
and requyritthe castle thairof to be remlrit in 
the samyne manner, quhilk was done inconti^^ 
nent, and the king and his captanes receaved 
thairin, and ane new captane maid, to witt. 
Sir John Lundie, knyght. The king remained 
a qnhyll in Stirling, and passed daylie to the 
Chappell Roy all to hear the mattines and 
evining song : and everie d^y the • dbaplandis 
prayed for the kingis grace, deplorand and 
lamentand for the death of his father^ quhilk 
moved the king to repentance, that he happened 
to be counsalled'to cum againes his father in 
battell, quhairthrow he was murthefed and 
sl&ine. To that effect he was moved, to gauge 
tothedeane of the said Chappell BoyaU, and 
to have his counsall how he might be satisfied 
in his awin conscience, that he wks airt and 
pairt of that conflict that was done to his fa* 
ther. This godHe man gave the king a guid 
counsall and conikfort, sieing him so penitent. 
But yitt he durst not opin his mynd to the 
king so far as his conscience dytted him, be- 
caus the king was young, and had no constan* 
cie to keip counsall or secreit thought, albeit 
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it wa6ibr hts awin flrofieht; and also thb god* 
lie man dredthe lordis'and such as war <ion« 
spiratouris of the kingiQ death, thinkand that 
they wold have beine aUntterlie displeaised at 
him, if he had desired the king to doe that 
which became him : for the quhilk cans he 
comforted the king ih*the tym^e. of his repen^ 
tahce, and continewed his counisaU tillhis 
grace was fardder strukin in aige,' So' the 
king remained in the castle a certane space, 
bot he was ever sad and doUorroos in his 
mynd foir the death of his fiilhef, that he was 
constrained ito* mak ane signe of repentance ; 
for the qtthHk cads 'he ^rt mak ane; y con belt, 
Imd'wore it. dayiie about him, and! eikit it 
everie yeir, certane vnces weight. 

The lordis that: war cbnspimtoiiris pet^av^- 
e4 the king evir musing in his i(nyhd, thihk-^ 
and at sumtymes be wbuld be displeassied ^ith 
thair proceidiugis'; thaiirfoir they cjonsntted 
amodgest tfaamselffis that they would couiisall 
the kiiig to thair effect quhill he was young ; 
aiidalso they feired the lordis on ithe othdr 
pairt who war with his father^ thinkand at 
sumtyme they would gett the king to ; thair 
opinione; and for this same oaus, to awoyd 
all suspitioun quhairthrow they might be 
challengit, they caused the king incontinent 
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to sett aae parliament to be hajdin. ,at £dm- 
burgh, within the space of ffourtie day^s rand 
wairned all the whoU Ijordis aivl gft^ftt bar* 
rones of Scotls^tid, and commi^^ioperi^ of) bw? 
row«$) to qootpeir the day and .plaoe forsaidi* 
to hear and. sie justice miniatr^U lyk ia& it Wa^ 
in tymes past. Bot thair was t(nQ. . speciaU 
sQmniondis directed to thanae that M^ar per^ 
takeris with the kingis father agaiiiesbimsisliFy 
Bud also oif the burrow.es, etc. qubilkis bail! 
number of the lordis war twentie. aught; fond 
aught scoir of great barroaesk Thir numbet 
war summondit ilk ane particularlie batham« 
seiffis, to compeir befotr the king aiid cioiin- 
sail at Edinburgh within ffourtie dayes, ta 
the treasonable and cruell cumiug . witb tfaci 
kingis father againes hiixiselff at BaniiekburQe : 
thinkand thair to caus the father devour, the 
sone, with vther pojmtis of dittay, qubilkis it 
is not aeidfuU to rehearse. And the first that 
was specified in the summondis was lord. Dar 
uid Lindsay, becaus he was mOiSt fsmilim* 
with the king at that tyme, and ,was starkest 
in his opinioun, and vsed himselff .mo^ mao- 
fuUie in .his defence againes his enemiess tbaiN 
foir the conspiratouris.had most invy at him: 
And when the tyme cam all the lordis of 
Scotland compeired» both on the one syd and 
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on the vther, in presence of the king and 
connsall, in the tolbuith of Edinburgh, the 
king himselff sitting in judgment. The sum- 
xtiondis was red, and the lord Dauid Lindsay 
' first called, and his dittay red in this manner 
as followis. << That is to say : Lord Dauid Lind-^ 
»ay of the Byres compcir for the craell cum- 
ing againes the king at Bannokburne with his 
father, and in giving him counsall to have de- 
vored his ^one, the kingis grace, heir present t 
and to that effect gave him ane sword and ane 
hors to fcHiifie him againes his sone : quhat 
is yottf answeir heirvnto ?" 

This lord Dauid Lindsay being ane rasch 
man, and of rud language, albeit he was stout 
and bardie in the feiidis, and was exercised in 
wi^re : jiti he had hot small prutick in the 
lawis, and could not answeir forraallie to thair 
dittay, aA|d could not gett ane man of law to 
ispe'ak for him, for fear of the king, 'becaus 
he satt in judgment himseiflT, and als tb^ mat- 
ter wafe treasone quhairof he was accused: 
Yitt the said lortil Dauid Lindsay, hearing him- 
selff so oft called, and his dittay red, answeired 
in this manner, " Yea ar all lurdones, my lordis, 
and fals tratouris to your prince, and that I 
dare prove with my handis vppun: aily one of 
yow who holdis yow best, from the kingis 
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grace doun. For yea fals lurdones hes caus- 
ed the king in plaine battell cum againes his 
father, quhair that noble prince was cruellie 
murthered amonp^ your handis be your ad- 
wyse, though yea broucht the prince in pre- 
sence for your behove, to male him the buck- 
ler of your wicked interpryse : thairfoir, fals 
lurdones, and the king punisch not yow hasiS- 
lie for that murther, yea will murther him \ 

when yea .think tyme, as yea did his father. 
Sir, beware of thame, and give thame no ere- ^' 

dence, Csu* they (bat war fals to your father 
can nevir be true to your selfT. For, I assure 
your grace, had your father beine yitt alj ve, I 
wold have tane bis pairt and stand no aw of 
thif false lurdones. And lykway es, if yea had 
a sone that wold be counsalled to cum in bat- 
tell agatnes yow be the counsall of false tra- 
toures lyk tbir, I wold suirlie tak your pairt, 
and fight m your quarrell againes thame,^ evin . 
with tbrie againes sax of thir false tratouris, 
who caussis your grace to beleive evill of me. 
Tyme salt try me at lenth to be trewer nor 
ony of thame.'* 

The chancellour and the rest of the lordis 
that satt in. judgment with the king for the 
tyme, hearing the grose and ruid speach, and 
scharp accusatioun of lord David Lindsay^ in 
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presence of the king, and alUHe wfaoir-nabili- 
tie of Scotland : the chancellpur thought ^he 
hat thame ovir near. Thairfoir the chancel- 
lour, to excuse the matter, answeired and said 
to the king, in this maimer^ ^^^ir, lord Dauid 
Lindsay is hot ane man of the old worlds and 
cannot answeir formallie, nor yUt speak reve- 
rentlie in your grace* presence.' Your grace 
most be guid to him, a^d I traist he will cum 
in your wiil.^' Then he spak to lord Dauid 
Lindsay, saying to him, ^* It is guid for you 
to cum in the kingis^will, and he will be guid 
to yow.^' Thii* wordis war spokin purposlie, 
to cans lord Dauid Lindsay cum in the kingis 
will, that it might be ane preparative to all the 
rest that war rnder the ^ummondis of Ibrfaltrie, 
to follow and cum in the kingis will, and 
thought to have cutted thame off be that way. 
Bot on, Mr Patrik Lindsay, brotber^germane 
to the lord Dauid Lindsay, heiring his brother 
desiret to cum in the kingis will, was not con* 
tent thairwith. Tb that effect he stamped 
sadlie vpoun his brotheris foott, to latt him Un- 
derstand that he was not content with the de- 
sir quhilk the chancellour proponed to him. 
But this stampe of Mr Patrikis was so heavie 
vpoun his brotheris fute, who had ane . sair 
toe, quhilk was painfull to him, quhairfoir. 
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he lulktt to hinij and said, *- Yea war over peiit 
to stampe vpoun my fute i war yow out of th^ 
kingis presence, I wold overtak yow oix the 
mouth.'* Mr Patrik, hearing the vaine^-wqrdis 
of his brother, plate on his knies befoir the 
king and the Justice, and maid bis petitions 
to thame ia this manner : <^ Sir, if it will pleas 
your grace, and your honorabill counsaU, I 
desir of your grace, foi^his cans that is judge 
of allv that your grace will give ,me leivq this 
day to speak for my brother : for I sie thair is 
no mah of lai/^ that dare spefak for him for feare 
of your grace : and although he and I hes nc^ 
beine atatiie this monie. yeires, yitt my heart 
may not suffer me to sie the native ho\js qubair- 
of I am descendit, to perisch !" So the king 
and the Justice gave him leive to speak for his 
brother. Then the said Mr Patrik raise aflf 
his knies, and was verrie blyth that he had 
bbteined that licence with the kingis favour. 
So he began verrie reverantlie to speak in this 
manner, saying to the WhoU lordis of Parlia- 
ment, and to the rest of thame that war accu- 
seris of his brother at that tyme, with the rest 
of the lordis that war in the summondis of forr 
faltrie, who war entred in the bos window 
and thair to thoall an assyze,. according to thair 
dittay, saying, ** I beseik you all, my lordis. 
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that be hear predenti for his sak that will give 
sentence and judgment on vs aU alt the last 
day, that yea will remember, now instantiie is 
your tyme, and we have had the same in tymes 
bygane, as we may also have heirefter, desir* 
ing yow to know yoiir awin estate, and that 
all thingis are changeable ; bot Godis justice 
and judgment standis evir stable and firme; 
thairfoir doe all yea Wold be done to in the 
administratioun of justice to your nighbouris 
and brethreine, who ar accused of thair lyves 
and heritages this day^ whose judgment standis 
in your handis. Thairfoir beware in tyme, and 
opin not the doore that yow may not steik !'* 
Be this Mr Patrik had endit his speaches, the 
chancellour bad him say sumthing for the de« 
fence of his brother, and to answeir to the 
poyntis of the summondis maid and raised 
ypoun his brother, and the rest of the lordis 
and barrones. Then Mr Patrik answeired 
againe, saying, " If it please the kingis grace, 
and your honoures that ar heir present, I say 
the king schould not sitt in judgment againes 
his lordis and barrones, becaus be has maid 
his oath of fidelitie, quhen he receaved the 
croun of Scotland, that he schould not in cum 
in judgment againes his lordis and barrones, 
in no actioun quliair he is pairtie himselff. 
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Bot hear his grace is both pairtie, and was at 
the commilting of the cryme himselff, thair« 
foir he ought not, natherbe the law of God nor 
man, to sitt in judgment at thistyme; quhair- 
foir we desir him, in the name of God, to ryse 
anddepairt out of judgment, quhill the matter 
be fardder discussed, conforme to justice.** 

Vpoun this the chancellour and lordis con- 
cludit that his petitioun was reasonable; tUair- 
foir they desyred the king to rise vp, and pas 
to the inner tolbouth, quhilk was verrie vn* 
pleasant to him for the tyme, being ane young 
prioce sittand vpoun his royall seatt to be 
raised be his subjectis. Bot the lordis think- 
ing schame to break justice, removed him oq 
this manner, and than called vpoun lord Danid 
Lindsay, and his procuratour maister Patrik 
Lindsay 9 to answeir ford ward to the poynt- 
tis of the summondis, and dittay thairin cqq- 
teint. Then Mr Patrik spak with humilities 
saying, ** I beseik your Lordschipis, that ar 
judges, for his sak that judges vsaU,to remem-^ 
ber, that we have beine in the place quhairia 
yea ar now, and it may happin vs to have the 
king. and court at our pleasour, as yea have 
now. Tbairfoir sie that your proqeidings b^ 
}ionest and godlie, in the Leiding of yovx pr<^ 



t58 CRONICLES OF SCOTLAND. 

The chancellour sayes^ " Yea will have no 
caus to plaint; but we pray yow schortlie to 
answeir to your sutnmondis, and mak ws no 
more hinder; and yea sail have justice/' Mr 
Patrik answeired, " I trow the sumondes be de- 
K 8^t and null in it selff, becaus he was summond- 
it to compeir to this court and parliament vpoun 
the space of fourtie dayes without continew- 
ation of dayes, no mentioun is maid of quhair 
nor qnhat place, bot generallie befoir the king 
and counsall : and now my lordis, I believe it 
be ane and fourtie dayes, thairfoir the day is 
expyred of itselff; we ought not to answeir 
till we be new'summondit, and lawfuUie cal- 
led thairto/' 

The lo)rdis luikit the summondis and indor- 
satiounes thairvpoun, and faud it to be as Mr 
Patf tk had said j and be the practick of Scotland, 
the summondis was castin, and the parliament 
dissolved. Yitt they caused the tordis that 
war vpoun the pannell, that schould haive 
thoalled judgment, to find cautioun everie ane 
of thame, vnder the paine of certane soumes, 
to answeir at ane certane day appoynted to 
thame. Yitt all thir lordis war verrie b lyth,, 
thinking that all evill was guid of'frisl, and in 
s^eciall the lord David Lindsay was so blyth 
at his brothers sayingis, that he burst ftirtb', 
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saying la him, " Verrilie Wother, yesarhave 
fyne pyatt wofdis. I wold not have trowed, 
be St Amarie, thel yea had sick wordis/' and 
said to him for that dayies labour he should 
h»7e the Maynes of Kirkforther. 

But when the king hard quhat Mr Patrick 
had said, he was displeased at him, and said to 
him, he schould sitt quhair he schould not sie 
his feitt for ane yeir, and imediatlie caused tak 
him to the Ross of Bute, and pat him in pre- 
sone, quhair be remained the space of ane yeir. 
This parliament was holdin at Edinburgh, the 
tent day Januar, anno 1489 yeires. 

This same yeir, certane Inglisch schipis 
cam in our Scottis firth, and spoylledour mer- 
chandis with all vther passengeris that cam in 
their way. Off this the king and counsall 
thought great tU, and desired effectuouslie to 
be revengit thairofj hot they could gett no 
man, nather captanes, marrineris, nor skip- 
peris, that would tak in hand to pas fvrth vp- 
oun thame; quhyll at the last, they send for 
sir Andro Wood, knyght of Largo, and de- 
sired him to pas furtli vpoun the said Inglise- 
men, and to that effect he sould be weill fur- 
nisched with men, victdallis and artilarie, and 
he schould have the kingis favour thairfoir, 
and b^ rewafdit richlie for his travell. Off this 
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sir Andrew Wood was weiU content, and past 
ftirth of x}& firth, with tna schipis weill maned 
and artylled, to pas vpoun the said Inglismen. 
whom he forgathered with at the castle of Dan- 
bar, quhair they fought verrie cruellie on ei* 
ther sjd, with vncertane victorie ane lang 
space, notwithstanding the Inglismen war 
fyye, and he but tua, as said is, to witt, the Yel* 
low Caruell and the Flour. Yitt the said sir 
Andrew Wood prevealed be his singular man- 
head and wisdome, and brought all his fy ve 
schipis to Leith as prisoneris, and delyvered 
the captanes thairof to the kingis grace, for the 
qnhilk notable act, the said captane Wood was 
Weill rewairdit. This was he of quhom we 
spak befoir ; so he was holdin in great estima- 
tioun with the king, and all the nobilitie thair- 
efter. Bot incontinent, when the king of Ing- 
land hard tell of ^thir new is, that his schipis 
war foughtin and takin be sir Andrew Wood, 
he was greatlie displeased thairwith, and maid 
proclamatiounes through all Ingland, that who- 
soever would pas to the sea, and fight with sir 
Andro Wood, and if he happened to tal^ 
him prisoner, and bring him to him, he should 
have for his revard, ane thousand pound ster« 
ling to spend be yeir. Thair was mania th^t 
r^fuisse^, because they knew sir i^ndro Wqo^ 
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to be sick ane captane ypoan :t;hie» ^9.,, and 
▼erriie fortunat iiocbatteil, qiiiiiarrfoir tb^y ^'^ 
no will to assailiie brim. Nevii^tb^les ane capr 
tane o£ warre, ane geotlman ca;U0d Stepbs^i^ 
Bu))^ took inr band to pa^ to the i^ea atifi figlit 
wUhr sir Andco Wood^ and bring bin^r .prisoner 
to the king of Ingland, eitber quick o)r dead : 
qahairatfi' the king of lagktnd' was •gre$^|HmUe 
r^joynt, and caused provyd the ^^id Cap- 
laiie tkxie great schipis weill farnisch^d with 
men and artillarie. Efter this th^ capjtai^ pa^ 
tathesea^ and.sailled q^ubill he cam to the 
Scoctis> firtkythat is to say, to the bsicjkof Inch^ 
maj, beyond the Bass, andi tuik ms^ny > pf our 
boattis tbaft war travelling for fiscbc^^ to wii| 
their living : and tuik manie of.thama to give 
faim khawledge quhair , sir Andro Wood wa$» 
quhitt at the last, a little before the day breaks 
kigV vpoun ane Sunday morning, ane of the 
Inglish schipes perceaved tua scbipes cuming 
vndir saill by St C6bes bead: tl)efi thj^ Inglis<;h 
captane caused sum oi the Seottis prisoners 
pasitotbe topis of the schipes, that they might 
sie ot spy if it was sir Andro Wood or nought: 
bok theiScottismen disfiemblit^ and said they 
kne^ not who > it was^ quhill at the last^ th^ 
eaptane promeised thair ransum frie to tell 
this veritie if it was eaptane Wood or not, quho 
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certified him that it was he indead. Then the 
captane was verrie bljrth^ and gart fill the 
wyne, and drink about to all the skipperis and 
captanes that was vnder him^ praying tham to 
tak guid courage, for thair enemies war at 
hand ; for the quhilk caussis^ he gart ordottr 
his schipes in fear of warre, and sett the quar- 
ter maister and captanes, everie on in his 
awin rowme^ and caused the gunneris to 
chairge and put all in ordour lyk ane guid and 
stout captslne. 

On the other syd, sir Andro Wood cam 
pertlie fordward, knawing no impediment of 
enemies to be in his gaitt, quhill at the last, 
he perceaved tua schipes cuming vnder saill, 
and tndikihg fast towardis thame in fear df 
warre. Than captane Wood sieing this, . ek^ 
horted his men to battell, beseiking thaime to 
be force against thai r enemies, who hadsworne 
and awowed to mak thame prisoneris td> thi 
king of Inglslnd ; " bot will God they sail fail 
of thair purpose. Thai rfoir sett yourselffis in 
ordour, everie man to his awin rowme, and lat 
your gunes and crosbowis be readie. Bot a- 
boue all, vse the fire ballis weill in the. 'topis 
of the schipes, and let vs keip our overioftis 
With tua bandit swordis, and everie ^uid; <feU 
tow doe and remember on the weilfair of the 
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realme, wd his a win honour, and Weill God/ 
for my awin pairt, I sail schow yow guid ex- 
ample/' So he caused pence the -wyne, and 
ev^rie man drank to vther. Be this the sun 
begourth to ryse and schyne bright on the sail- 
lis> so the Inglisch schipes appeired verrie 
awfttll in the sicht of the Scottis, - be reasoun 
thair schipes war gritt and strong, and weill 
furnisched with great artillerie. Yitt the 
Scottis effeired nothing, hot kest thame vnder« 
ward on the Inglismen, who sieing that, schott 
tua great cannones at the Scottis, thinking that 
they should have strikin saill at thair boast. 
Botthe Scottismen, nothing effeired thaifwith, 
cam stoutlie fordward vpoun the wind syd^ 
vpoun captane Stevin Bull, and clipped fra 
hand, and faught thair fra the ryssing of the 
suihe, till the goeing doun of the same, in the 
long sommeris day, quhill all the men and vo-» 
men that duelt neir the coast syd, stood and 
beheld the fighting, quhilk was terrible to sie. 
Yitt notwithstanding the night severed thame, 
that they war forced to depairt from otheris 
quhill the morne that the day began to break 
and thair trumpettis blew on aither syd, and 
maid thame againe to the battel!, who clipped 
and fought so cruellie, that nather skipperis 
nor marrineris took head of thair schipes, but 
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iightand still till the ebb tyd and soujli wind 
bure th£»me to lochcap, foment the month of 
Tay« The Scottismen sie^nd tbi% they talk 
sick courage and hardiment^ tbiat they doubled 
on the strokis on the IngUsmen^.and thaar tui'k 
Stevin Bull and his thda schipis^ and had 
thame vp to the touH o^ Dundie, and thair re- 
mained till thair hurt men war cured, and thie 
dead buried; and thairefter tuik Stevin BukIU 
and had him tQ the kingis. grace as. a fHrisoiker. 
And the king reseavedhim glaidlie, aod; tcfaink* 
ed sir Andro Wood gveatlie^ and rewarifded. 
hisn richlie for his labours, and great ptooff o£ 
his manbead^ and thairefter propyoied the In^ 
liscb oaptane richlie>a)id all his men, andseiid 
thamse. all saflie home> thair scleitpes and all 
thair furnisching, becaus they bad sohowim 
thamselffis so stout and bardie warrioures. So^ 
he sendtbaosie all back to>the king of Ingktnd : 
to lett him vnder^tand that he had als manEe 
m^n ill Scotland as he had in Ingtandl ; thair* 
foir demred him to send no m>e c^ bjs oapteneaf 
in tyme :CtKning^ But the kinig of Inglajsudr 
hearing of thir newiis, was discemtented, qiibaiK 
as bis men said to him> that the kinig of Scot* 
land said to thaniiie> if they came againet iiSf 
sick forme to pevturb his coastis, that it m)ght> 
be they would not foe so- weSl intertaisedi nor 
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loup tiome so dry schod. Alwft}res tire king 
oflngland accounted hi mselff obi eist to the 
king of Scotland, for the safe dely veratice of 
his men^ and intertaitiing of thame. 

In this tneane tyme was guid peace and rest 
in Scotland, and great love betuixt the king 
and his subjectis, and was weill loved be thame 
aH; for he was verrie noble, and though the 
vy ce of covetousne^s range over meikle in his 
father, it rang not in himselfe ; nor yitt pyk- 
thankis nor cowardis should be authorised iti 
his companie, nor yitt advanced, neither vsed 
he the counsall bot of his lordis, quhairby he 
wan the heartis of the wholl nobilitie ; so that 
he would ride out through any part of the 
realme him alione, vnknawin that he was king ; 
and would ligge in pure menis houssis, as he 
'had beine ane travellour through the countrie, 
■and would requyre of thame quhair he ludg- 
ed, quhair the king was, and quhat ane man 
be was, and how be vsed himselfftowardis his 
subject! s, and quhat they spok of him throw 
the countrie. And they would answeir him 
as they thought guid, so be thir doeing the 
king hard the commoun brute of himselflf. 
This prince was vondrous bardie, and diligent 
in executioun of justice, and loved nothing 
80 Weill as able men and horsis : thairfoir at 
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sundrie tymes he would cans tnak proclama- 
tiounes through the land, to all and sundrie 
his lordes and barrones, who war able for just- 
ing and turney, to cum to. Edinburgh to him, 
and thair to exercise tbanaselffis for his plea- 
sour; sum to rune with the speare, sum to fight 
with the battle aix, sum with the tu hatidit 
3word, and sum with the hand bow and vther 
exercises, etc. Whosoevir fought best got his 
adversaries weapon delyvered to him be the 
king, and he who ran best with the speare, got 
ane speare headed with puir gold, delyvered 
to him, to keip in memorie of his pratick 
thairintill. By this meanes the king brought 
the realme to great manhead and honouris ; 
that the fame of his justing and turney spread 
throw all Europe, quhilk caused many errand 
knyghtis cum out of vther pairtes to Scotland, 
to seik justing, beqaus they hard of the kinglie 
fame of the prince of Scotland. Bot few or 
none of thame passed away vnmached, and 
oftymes overthrowne. 

In this meane tyme was ane niarvell seine m 
' Scotland. Ane bairne was borne rekoned to 
%o be ane man chyld, who from the waist vp 
was tuo.fair personages, with all memberis and 
portratours perteaning to tuo bodies ; and the 
i)^ck of one was fast to the other, bm fra tUe 
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wast doun they war bot on persone. The 
Icing caused tak great cair vpoun the vpbring- 
ing of thir bodies in on personage, and caused 
leame thame to sing and play vpoun instru- 
mentisy who within schort quhill became verie 
ingenious and cunning in the airt of musick, 
that they could play vpoun any instrument, 
the one the tenor, and the other the tryble, 
verie melodiouslie, quhilk moved the people 
to treat them verrie weill. Also they could 
speak sundrie leadis ; that is to say, Latine, 
French, Italianes, Spanisch, Duch, Dence, 
Inglish, and Irisch. Thir tuo bodies lived 
twentie auchtyeires, and than theone of thame 
depairted, quhilk was verrie doUorous to the 
vther, quhilk was the longest leiver ; for the 
quhilk men bad him be merrie ; he would an- 
sweif, *^ How can I be mirrie that has my 
bcotheras ahe dead carcase vpoup my back, 
who was vont to sing and play with me : when 
I was sad he would comfort me, and I richt so 
to him : bot now I have nothing but doUoUr 
in bearing so heavie a burtheine, dead cold, 
and dissolved on my back, thairfoir I pray the 
Almightie God to dely ver me out of this lyffe, 
that [we may be laid in the earth togiddQr 
quhairfra we came " 
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' Soone ^er tbi«, thair can ane Dnch IciqrglK 
In Scotland, ealied Sir Johne Cockbeuris, aiid 
desired iightitig and justing with the lomles 
^nd barrones tb^trof. Bot none was so apt 
and readie to fight with hias as sir Patrick Har 
miltoun, being then strong of bodie, and able 
to all tbingis, and yitt for Lak of exercisonu he 
was not so weili practised as mister had beioe, 
though he laked no hardiment, strength aor 
courage. Bot when the Ducbman and he 
was assembled togidder, on great horsis vnder 
the castle wail of Edinburgh, in the barrace ; 
so efter the sound of trumpet, the nisched 
yerrie rudlie tc^idder and break thair speares 
on Yther, and immediatlie gatt new speares and 
encountered againe. Bot sir Patrick's hors 
Tttered, and would in no wayea encounter his 
CKlversar againe, that it was force to sir Patrik 
to light on foot, and fight the Ducbman, and 
bad the Duchm^ alight from his hors, and 

end out the ifnatter, raying to him a hors was 

• 

a weak weapon, when men had most adoe. 
Then both the knightiii alighted on thair foott, 
and joyned pertlie togidder with right awfall 
countenance; each on strak at vther and 
fought the space of an hour, with vncertaine 
victorie, quhill at the last, the said sir Patrick 
rusched rudlie ypoun the Duchman, and strak 
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htm on his knies» and the Duchman being on 
his knies, the king kest bis hatt over the castle 
wall, and caused the judges to stay and red 
thame ; hot the heraldis and trumpetteris cry- 
ed and soundit, saying the yictom was sir Pa- 
trikis. This sir Patrik Hamiltoun was bro^ 
ther germane to the earle of Arrane, and sis* 
ter bairnes with the kingis. grace, and was ane 
wyse and valiant roan all his dayei^. 

This king James the Feird was weill learned 
in the airt of medicine, and was ane singular 
guid chirurgiane ; and thair was none of that 
professioun if they had any dangerous cure in 
hand, bot would have craved his adwyse; 

In this mean tyme the Drummondis brunt 
the kirk of Mdnivaird, quhairin wa^ sbi scoir 
^f Murrayes with thair wayffesand childraine, 
and few -soaped Utairfra, bot War all aither 
brunt Of slaifie> except on David Murray, 
qiahilk fact the king pUniscl)^d cdndignlie 
tbaicttfter, foi^ he headed monie of the princi* 
pall actoi^kris thairof at Stirling. The king also /\ 
caused t4k aned^mb vom&n, and pat her in 
IncbkeHb, aind g^v^ hir tjLio bairnes withhir, 
wdgart furniitch bif i^fi all necessares thingis 
pi^rteaning I tQ thair ndUrischment, desiring 
faeirby to. knaw qubat languages they had 
when ikffy cam to the ai|;e of perfy te speach. 
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Some sayes they spak gold Hebrew^ but I 
knaw not by aiithoris rehearse, etc. 

In this meane tyme Bernard Stewart^ bro- 
ther to the eai4e of Lennox, and Monsieur 
Derbine, haying the Scottis companie vnder 
thair dominion in France, vnder the king 
Ihairof, passed to Naples, and thair the said 
Bernard was maid regent and govemour thair- 
of : who rulled it also with great wisdome and 
gentlnes, that he wane all the heartis of the 
said realme, and loved and obeyed him so 
Weill, that he was called be the French the 
Pelteroy of Naples. Att this tyme the king 
and counsall of France was not content, think- 
ing that he being ane Scottisman would vsurpe 
the.croun of Naples to him selff: and for that 
cans devyscd ane great lord of France to pas 
and be equall with the said Monsieur Derbine 
in all authoitie and power of governance of the 
said realme of Naples. Bat fra tyme the said 
Monsieur Derbine knew the king of France 
suspitioun in that matter, he was not myndit 
rto stay longer in the realme, bot biaistilie de- 
.pairted, and cam throw Inglatid into Scotland, 
quhair he was weill receaved ^bethe king and 
counsall, and the kingis grace ' treatted him 
verrie gentlie, and sett him evir at his awin 
table with himselfT, and maid him judge to all 
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justing and tumey, and called him father of 
warres, becaus he was weill practicked in the 
same. 

In the yeir of God 1504 yeires, in the 
moneth of August, king James the Feird tuik 
to wayff Margaret, the king of Inglandis sis- 
ter, first borne dochter to Hendrie the Sewint, 
and was married with hir solemnedlie be the 
adwyce of the nobilitie of Scotland dnd Ing- 
land, and gatt gritt sowmes of money with 
hir : and promeise of peace and ynitie maid 
and ordained to stand betweine thetuo realmes, 
and thairto the said kingis gave both thair 
handis, and oathis of fidelitie, that they should 
observe and keip the samyne during the tyine 
of thair ly ves, but fraud or guyle. Bot allace, 
this continuance was not long keipit, as efter 
yea sail hear. For the king of Ingland being 
alyed with the king of Scotland in this man- 
ner, thought he had his tyme convenient to 
pas to France to seik his pi^nsioun. Thairfoir 
be assemblit his whoU lordis to ane counsall 
. to sie quhat was thair myndis thairintill : 
quhilk manie of thame consented to, and gave 
him counsall to pursue his awin ryght, con- 
sidderring he was allayed with the king of 
Scotland, and so bandit with him, that he neid- 
it not to fear po bac^chales pf thaiqe as he 
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faad vofit to do. Thairfbir tbey tuik the lose fear 
of France, thinking th«t the king should obteine 
his peiisioun bot ony trouble or impediiBent 
Yitt the counsall of Ingland Ihooght expedient 
lo send ane ambassadour to the king of France 
to desir him to render the king of Fuglandis 
pensioun frielie to him bot ony tnonble ^ cer- 
tifying him if he would not he would cum 
himselff in propper persone for the $9me, 
quhilk would not be to his contentment So 
the ambassadour past to France, and scbew the 
king thairof his commissioun, quho was not 
•content thairwith; beleiving weill that the 
king of Ingland durst not attempt to enter in 
warre againest him. Yitt he was commoved 
at the message, and gave the ambassadouris 
deferring answeiris litle to effect. 

In this meane tyme tbair was ane bischope 
in Scotland called Andro Forman, bischope of 
f Murray, who at that tyme was to pas to Rome, 
and rod his way through Ingland, quhair he 
was Weill treated and receaved be king Hen- 
drie the Aught, and that for the king of Soot- 
tandis saik : syne past to Rome, quhair he was 
" Weill receaved be the Pope. 

In this meane tyme, king Lues of France 
and Pope Julii, the Sewint of that name, fell 
in discord: and the said Pope raised anearmie 



SitUBs ir. 953 

of a»e bund reth thousand men, to cum againes 
the king of Fifance, and give plaine battell, if 
be would not yeild to tliair desired^ The king 
of Fraace sieing the Pope so rigoarouS' againes 
ktm, cam naanfullie to tfee fiekKs againes him» 
with aoe triumphant at mie of the number of 
fburscoir thousand men. Thir tua armies 
marched logidd^r within the space of ane 
Scottk myli, readie to jayne at the sound of a 
trumpet.. But this noble biscbope Focman 
being in eompanie with the' Pope fm the tyme, 
debited at his hdines that hemight speak with 
tbe.king of France, quhilk petitioun was grant- 
ed to him be the Popey who was verrie giaid 
of his desir. So this noble biscliope pa^ to 
the king of France quhair he was with h]» 
anmie in propper persbne, quho receaved tl>e 
bischop werrie re?erentHe, for the king of 
Scotlandis saik ; who was aliso verrie biyth of 
bis cumingy traisting that the bischop favoured 
him for the king of Scollandis saik ; that ho 
wouM not lett the Pope give him battell if he 
might stop him, and to that efiisct he gave him 
fair wordis, and granted lo manie of his de- 
sires. . This biscbope came haistilie againe to 
the Pjope with guid napratidun of the king of 
France, saying to the Pope, that the king of 
France was readie to defend the libertie of th6 
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kirk, and speciallie to serve his holines, and 
pas with him quhair he pleased. Thir guid 
wordis, and vther sicly k, mitigalt the Pope soe, 
that he applyed to the bischopis coansall, and 
skailled his armie, and said he was content to 
cum and intercommoun freindlie and tenderlie 
with the king of France. So this bischope 
past haistihe to the king of France, who was 
weiil content thairof, and promeised to bi« 
sc|:iope Forman that he schould skaill his armie 
in lyk manner as the Pope had done his, and 
that he would meitt and speak with the Pope 
in any place quhilk he would appoyntt. And 
on the morne both the armies skailled, and the 
Pope and the king of France mett and imbra- 
ced vther verrie tenderlie, and aggried vpoun 
all matteris debaittable betuixt thame, be the 
travelUs and labouris of this bischope, who 
was richlie rewairdit thairfoir, and obteint gritt 
favouris of noblemen on both sydes ; for the 
Pope lighted doun aff his mule and gave him 
to bischop Forman, with great giftis of gold, 
and had him to Rome with him, and maid 
him legatt vof Scotland. Then this bischope 
maid ane banquett to the Pope and all his 
cardinallis, in on of the Pope's awin palaces, 
and when they war all sett according to thair 
eustome, that he who ought the hous for the 

10 
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tyiBje should say the grace ; and he was x^ot 
ane guid schoUer, nor had not guid Latine, 
bot begane . rudlie in the Scottise faschioun, 
sayitig Benedicite, beleivand that they schould 
have said Dominus, bot they answeired, Deus 
in the Italiane faschione, quhiik pat the bi- 
schope by his intendment, that he wist not 
Weill how to proceid fordward, bot happened, 
in guid Scottis in this manner, sayand quhiik 
they vnderstuid not, " The divill I give yow 
all false cardinallis to, in nomine Patris, Fi- 
lii, ^t Spiritus Sancti, Amen/' Then all the 
bischope's men leugh, and all the cardinallis 
thamselffis; and the Pope inquyred quhairat 
they leugh, and the bischop schew that he 
was not ane guid dark, and that his cardinallis 
had put him by his text and intendment, thair- 
foir he gave thame all to the devill in guid 
Scottis, quhairat the Pope himselff leugh verrie 
earnestlie. Thus when the bischope had encL- 
it his bussines, and was maid legatt of Scot- 
land^ he tuik his leive of the Pope and all his 
cardinalles, he cam throw Italic and cam to 
France, quhair he was verrie welcome, both 
to the king, quelle, and connsall thairof, and 
was richlie rew airdit for his peace making be- 
tuixt him and the Pope, and gave him thairfoir 
the bischoprick of Burges of Barrie, quhiik 
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was to him in proflTeitt fonr hunder tun of 
wjme yeirlie, and ten thousand markis of gotc^ 
with vther small commodities. The king of 
France also schew this bischope how tliekimg 
of Ingland had sent ambassadoAris ta him de- 
siring his pensioun to be payed, or else he 
would cum and invaid his reahne, quhairfoit 
he desired the bischope verrie eflTeetnooslie to 
speak the king of Scotland to support hiiKi>^ 
conforme to the tenor of his auld band, and 
also prayed the bischope to be his guid freind 
in counsalling the king : that is to say, when 
the king of Ingland came to France, that he 
should raise ane armie and pas in England, 
lykas his old band maid mentioun. To this 
effect the king of France sent ambassadoims 
in Scotland with the said bischope, to desir 
the same, as said is. Bot the king gave him 
deferring answeiris, becaus of the love and 
tendernes that was betuixt him and the king 
of Ingland, his brother in law. Thir ambas- 
sadouris past in France againe, nothing con- 
tent with thair answeir. 

This drew over for ane space, and in the 
meane tyme Margaret, our young queine, 
brouchthome ane sone, in the moneth of Maij, 
in the yeir of God 15 11 yeires. In the same 
yeir the king buildit a great schipe called the 
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Micheally quhilk was ane verrie monstruons 
great schip ; for this schip tuik so meikle tim- 
ber, that schoe wasted all the woodis in Fyfe 
except Falkland wood, by the timber that 
cam out of Norway. For many of the schip- 
wrightis in Scotland wrought at hir, and 
wrichtis of vther countries had thair devyse at 
hir ; and all wrought bussilie the space of ane 
yeir at hir. This schip was twelff scoir footis 
lenth ; threttie sax foott within the wallis : 
schoe was ten foot thik within the wallis of 
catted risles of oak, so that no cannon could 
doe at hir : shoe cumbred all Scotland to gctt 
hir to the sea : and when shoe was committed 
to the sea, and vnder saill, shoe was counted 
to the king to fourtie thousand pund of ex« 
pensis, by hir ordouris and cannones quhilkis 
shoe bair. « Shoe had thrie hunder marineris 
to governe hir ; sixscoir guneris to vse her 
artaillarie, and ane thousand men of warre, by 
captanes, skipperis, and quarter maisteris. 
Quhen this schip past to the sea, and was lying 
in the road, the king caused shott ane cannon 
at hir, to essay hir if shoe was wight, hot the 
cannon deired hir not. And if any nian be- 
leives that this schip was not as we have 
schowin, latt him pas to the place of TuUi* 
bardyne^ quhair be will find^he breadth and 

R 
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lenth of hir sett with hawthorne : as for mj 
author was Captane Aiidro Wood, principall 
captane of hir, and Robert Bartaae, wbo was 
maister skipper. This schip lay stiH ia the 
road, and the king tuik greskt pleasour everie 
day to cum doiin and sie hir, and would dyne 
and sup in hir sundrie tymes, and be showing 
his lordis hir ordour and munitioun. Quhitt 
at the last the king of Scotland was suirlie ad- 
verteised that the king of Ingland was making 
readie with all haist possible could be, with 
ane great armie, and navie of schipes, to pa& 
to France to seik his pensioun, quhairof the 
king of Scotland was not content; trusting 
Weill if the king of Ingland invaidit France 
that he would be chairgit be the king of 
France for support, according to his old baiid, 
quhilk he was loath to break, and, vpoun the 
Tther pairt, was rerrie loath to break his new 
allyance with the king of Ingland, quhilk 
greatlie commoved this guid king. Yitt, ne- 
Tirtheles, be counsail of the bischopis, who 
evir favoured France better than Ingland, 
counsalled the king to pyk sme quarrel! aV 
Ingland, quhilk they believed should cans the 
king of Ingland to starts quhairby the king 
of Scotland might have occaaioun tb support 
France* And so they caused the kii^ senil 
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biscbop Andiro Fbrman to Inglttid to the 
king, desiring of him certaute silver wark ami 
goidin peaces, with ringeSf chainesy ajid ^fe-^ 
lions stones and vtber abubEementis of gold 
perteaning to the prince, bis eldest brother, 
quhilk was left to Margaret, qoeine of Sctbt* 
land, be legaeie of hir eldest brodher. To tbir 
petitiones the king of Ingland answeired say* 
ing, *' My lord ambassadkMur, desires Hbe kmg 
of Scotland any thing qvbilk was left in lega* 
cie be my elcfesi brother to Margaret, qmeiite 
of Scotland, my eldest sister, shoe saibe weiU 
satisfied and answeired thairfoir, not oblie^ 
tbairof, bot the double tbairof of all thingtfiu 
Thaiifoir mak yoar menMriall of all your de* 
sires, the number and the valour thairof, andl 
yea sail not onlie have the single, bot tbet 
double thairof, as I am ane tf ew prince s on 
conditiomi that the king of Scotland will keip 
bis oath and band to me that be inaid lailtie 
with consent of hisi parliament ; as lykwayea 
I, with consent of my lordis, bea maid the oatb 
of iidelitie to him as he hes done to me^ be the 
laying and touching with our handis tbe gfeat 
evangdl, and our super^criptiounes and great 
seallis ioterchanged thairvpouiiy thaft nievir 
none of ws sail invaid ane vtbev for no manes 
pteasur^ bot satt leiye in pieMe and r^ as 
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yther Christiane men and guid nighbouris 
should doe, Thairfoir I will desir the king of 
Scotland, for Almightie Godis sak, that he 
will sitt at home in his awin chyre, and latt 
me and the king of France pairt betuixt ws to 
seik the richt of my awin pensioun, quhif k is 
holdin from me vrongouslie be the pryd and 
avarice of France. Thairfoir I will desir him 
to sitt still and be judge to ws, and if he does 
me no guid that he does me no evill, and show 
to him that it sail nather be gold, silver, landis, 
riches, nor rent, that sail stand in difference 
betuixt me and him ; and if he believes not 
this, send ane answeir haistilie againe ere I 
depairt out of Ingland to France, and I sail 
dely ver his desires to thame, with any other 
thing that he will ask of me, etc. : And if he 
will faithfullie keip his promeise to me, I sail 
incontinent, with consent of nobles, mak him 
duik of York and governour of Ingland to my 
homecuming^ for the aires of Ingland must 
cum aither of him or of me : for I have non 
QS yitt lawful! of my bodie ; bot I hear say 
Margaret, my eldest sister, hes ane air maill 
of guid expectatioun. I praty God to blijg him 
and keip him from his enemies, and that 1 may 
sie him in honour and estioiatioun/' 
In this manner answeired the king of Ing- 
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laml to the ambassadour, and rewairdit him 
riohlie at his way cuming, and gave him the 
priorie of Candinbecke, quhilk was in rent be 
yeir four thousand angell nobles, by the con- 
vent thairof. So the ambassadour came home 
to Scotland haistilie, and schew the king of 
Inglandis answeir to the king of Scotland in 
manner forsaid. OfFthia answeir the king of 
Scotland was weill content, thinkand that he 
onawayes could refuise so fair ofTeris as his 
brother of law, the king of Ingland, had offer* 
red to him : thairfoir consulted with himselff; 
and concludit with his counsall that he wotild ' 
not invaid Ingland at that tyme for no favour 
that he: had to France. Thairfoir the king 
sent away the bischop againe into France, 
that he would not, nor might not invaid Ing-* 
land, to cum in it with ane armie, be reaspuh of 
his oathe and promeise maid to the king of Ing-^ 
land in the contrair thairof, bot he prbineised 
to 'Send ane armie be sea \o France to support 
thamb ; and incontinent the king caused fur- 
nisch and victuall his great ship with all kynd 
of ordoiirids^ and chused foui* weill practised and 
hardly men to be quarter tnaistems of hir, and 
maid my lord Hamiltoun gneat captaneof hir; 
amd maid my lord Fleming vice admirairthair^- 
of, to saill in the Margaret ; the lord Ros in 
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tha Jami^St quhilk was also on of the kingis 
gf^at fihipes : quhilkis thrie schipes war weill 
fiiirnbched, and manie lordUi and barrones in 
thame, to the number of ten thousand men, 
who war weill arrayed for battel!. And my 
lord Hamiltoon, earle of Arraoe, having the 
chairge of ihame to pas quhair he pieas^ed^ 
and speciallie to Fraace» quhair the armie was 
lying for the tyme, debaitting againes the king 
of Inglaod, tbiaking be tbair support to caua 
the Idag of Ingland returne ; bot all was in 
yaine : for my lord Hamiltoun, great admiral! 
<tf the navie^ keipit no directioun of his mdis* 
ter^the king, bot past vpoun the wast seais on 
the coast of Irland, and thair landit and brunt 
Craigfergus, with all vther villages, and thea 
cam foment the toun of Air, and thair landit 
and played thamselffis, and reposed be the 
space of fourtie dayes. < 
. In this meane tyme bischop Forman being 
in France, who had promeised support to the 
king be Im maisteris directioun, and luikit 
iaylie.fortbe cuming of the Scottisotee ; bot 
becaus he oould not sielliis matteri^ tak effect, 
he writt home vefrie scbai'plie to the king, 
piakmg mentioun to ham that bid (nanouris 
was tint for evir, if he send not support to the 
king of Fr^ce* The quaine of France also 
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mntt ane love lettre to the king of Scotland^ 
tiameing him hir love, shewing him that shoe 
had sufferred meikle rebuik for his saik io 
France, for the defending of his honour, 
quhairfoir shoe beleived that he wold recom* 
pence hir with sum of his kinglie support in 
sick ane necessitie, that is, that he wold raise 
ane armie and cum thrie fute on Inglis ground, 
for hir sak, and to that effect shoe sent hind 
ane ring aff h?r' finger, worth fyfteine thou- 
sand French crounes. Quhen thes newis 
oame to the king ot Scotland, he would scare- 
lie beleive, for he knew weill that his navie 
had not past the richt way; and schdrtlie 
thairefter he gatt word, that they war landit at 
the toun of Air, quhatrat the king was greatlie 
displeased, for he beleived surlie that they had 
beine in France. Bot, becaus they keipit not 
liis directioun, he sent Sir Andro Wood and 
certane heraidis, and discHairged my lord- Ha- 
miltoun to be admirall any longer, atnl awowed 
to God that he stiould nevir bruik heritage in 
Scotland efter that day. But this lord being 
young, notwithstanding he hard- the terrible ^ 

message of the king, yitt he wouM not give 
over his office at the kingis eommanid, bot 
pulled vp sailiis and past quhairevir he pleas- 
ed, thinkand that fee would cum ta Ft^ce in 
dew time. 
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The king hearing of this ynprosperous jor- 
ney, beleivand that France should gett no sup- 
port of him for the tyme, caused mak procla- 
m^tiounes throw all Scotland, eist and west, 
south and north, alsweill in the lUes as in the 
inland, that they should be in readines within 
twentie dayes warneing,to pas with himquhair 
he pleassed with fourtie dayes provisioun, and 
to meitt him at the Burrow mure of Edinburgh. 
This proclamatioun was haistihe obeyed con- 
trair the counsall of Scotlandis will. Yitt ne- 
virtheles, they both loved and feared him so, 
that they would not refuise him. Bot everie 
man gart mak his p.royisioun according to the 
proclamatioun. 

Att this tyme the king came to Lithgow, 
quhair he was at the counsall verrie sad and 
doUorous, makand his prayeris to God, to send 
him ane guid sucQ^s in his voyage. And 
thair cam ane man clad in ane blew gowne, 
belted about him with ane roll of lining, and ane 
pair of brottikines on his feitt, and all vther 
thingis conforme thairtp. Bot he had nothing 
on his h^ad,:bot.syd hair to his shoulderis and 
bald befoir. He seemed to be ane man of 
fiftie yeires, and cam fast ford wardis, crying a- 
mong the lordis, and speciallie for the king, 
saying, that he desired to speak with him. 
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quhill at the last he cam to the dask qiihair 
the king was at his prayeris. Bot when he 
saw the king he gave him no due reverence 
nor salutatioun, but leined him doun gruf- 
lingis vpoun the dask, and * said, ** Sir king, 
my mother has send me to the, desiring the 
not to goe quhair thow art purposed, quhilk 
if thow doe, thow sail not fair weill in thy 
jorney, nor non that is with thei Fardder, shoe 
forbad the, not to mell nor vse the counsell of 
vomen, quhilk if thow doe, thow wilbe con- 
foundit and brought to shame." Be this man 
had spokin thir wordis to the king, the evin 
tong was neir done, and the king paused on 
thir wordis ; studieing to give him ane answer. 
Bot in the meane tyme, befoir the kingis eyis, 
and in presence of the wholl lordis that war 
about him for the tyme, this man evanisched 
away, and could be no more seine. I h^ard 
Sir DavM Lindsay, lyon*herald, and Johne 
Inglis the marchell, who war at that tyme 
young men, and speciall servandis to the kingis 
grace, thought to have takin this man, bot 
they could not, that they might have, speired 
farther tydingis at him, bot they could 
not touch him. Bot all thir vncouth no* 
vellis and counsall could not stay the king 
from his purpose, and vicked interpryse^ 
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bot haisted him fast to Edinburgh to mak him 
readie, and to mak provisioun for himself and 
his armie againe the said day apoyntted. That 
is, he had sewin great cannooes out of the 
castle of Edinburgh, quhilkis was called the 
Sewin Sisteris, castin be Robert Bortbik; 
and thrie maister gunneris, furnisched with 
pouder and leid to thame at thair pleasure ; 
and in the meane tyme they war taking out 
the artillarie, the king himselff being in the 
Abbey, thair was ane cry heard at the mercatt 
croceof Edinburgh, about midnight, proclame- 
and, as it had beine, ane summondis, quilkis 
was called be^the proclamer thairof, tlie sum- 
mondis of Platcok, desiring all earies, lordis, 
barrones, gentlmen, and sundrie burgess with* 
in the toun,to compeir befoir his maister with- 
in fourtie dayes, quhair it sould happin him 
to be for the tyme, vnder the paine of disobe^ 
dience ; and so many as war called war de- 
signed be thair awm names. But whidder 
this summondis was proclaimed be vaine per« 
sones, night walkeris, for thair pastyme, or if 
it was ane spirit, 1 cannot tell. Bat on indweU 
ler in the toun, called Mr Richard Lawsoun, 
being evill dispossed, ganging in his gali- 
rie, start foment the croce, bearing this 
voyce, thought marvell quhat it should be : 
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so he cryed for his servand to bring him his 
purs, and tiiik ane croun and kest it over the 
stair, saying, ^* I for my pairt appeallis from 
your Bummondis and j udgment, and takis me 
to the mercie of God/' Werrilie he quho 
caused me cronicle this was ane sufficient land* 
it geadman, who was in the toun in the meane 
tyme, and was then twentie yeires of aige ; 
and he swore efter the feiid thair was not ane 
man that was called at that tyme, that escaped 
except that on man, that appailled from thair 
judgmentis. Tbir newis spred through the toun 
on the morne, and came to the kingis eares, 
who gave thame but little credence : nor would 
he give no credance to no counsall, signe, nor 
tokin that maid againes his purpos, hot refused 
all godlie counsall, quhilk was for the weill of 
his croun and countrie ; nather would he vse 
any comisail of his wyse and prudent wayff, 
Margaret queine of Scotland ; for no prayer 
nor supplicatioun that shoe could mak him, 
showand that shoe had bot one sone to him, 
quhilk was over weak ane warrand to the 
realme of Scotland ; and that it was over soone 
to him to pas to battell, leivand so few succes- 
sion behind him. Thairfoir schoe desired 
him to stay quhill God should send thame 
more successioun of thair bodies 5 for shoe as- 
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sured him, if he past in Ingland at that tyme^ 
that he would gett battell. Yitt this wyse and 
loving counsall could not be taine in guid 
pairtbe him, becaus shoe was the king of Ing- 
landis sister. Albeit this noble voman labour* 
ed als meikle as shoe could for the weill of 
hir husband, and als for the love shoe buir to 
hir brother the king of Ingland, shoe desired 
that no discord might be between the tivo 
realmes in hir tyme. Bot nothing could stay 
the king, bot fordwardis he went to the Bor- 
row mure, quhair all his earles, lordes, bar- 
rones, and burgessis war assemblit, and all 
manner of man betuixt saxtie and saxteine, spi- 
rituall and temporall, burgh and land, illes men 
and vtheris ; quhilkis amonted to the number 
of A hundreth thousand fighting men, by car- 
riage men and artilliaris, who had the chairge 
of fyftie schott of cannones ; and passed ford- 
ward to the East Toun, and camped thair all 
night ; and on the morne went to Wark and 
Norhame, and kest thame doun, and thairefter 
went to Foord and kest it doun, quhilk did 
gritt skaith to the kingis men, in the falling 
with the timber thairof. Some sayes the ladie 
Foord, being ane be wtifuU voman, the king 
melled with hir, and the bischope of St An« 

drois with hir dochter, quhilk was againes the 
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ordour of all guid captanes of warre to begine 
atwhordome and harlottrie, befoir ony guid 
succes of battell or yictorie. Bot douMles sick 
proceidingis is oftymes the occasioun of ane 
evill succes. Alwayes, the king remained 
thair the space of twentie dayes, without bat- 
tell, or no appeiriance of the same, quhill the 
most pairt of thair victuallis war spendit, and 
speciallie the farre northland menis, and the 
illes raenis, that they war forced to goe home 
to furnisch the same : and eyerie lord and bar- 
rone send home of his speciatl servandis for 
new provisioun : so that thair abod not above i\ 
ten thousand men with the king, by bordereris 
and countrie men. Yitt the king tuik no fear, 
for he beleived that the Inglischmen should 
not have given him battell at that tyme. Bot this 
vicked ladye Fuird, sieing the kingis hoast so 
disperst, for laik of victuallis, and knew all 
the secreitisthat war amongest the kingis men, 
and the intentioun of the king himselff, and 
secreit counsall^ quhilk knawledge shoe had 
'be hir frequent whordome with the king, 
quhilk moved hir to ^k licence of the king to 
pas innerward in the countrie, to speak with 
certane of hir freindis, saying to the king that 
shoe should bring him all newis oiit of the 
south countrie, qubat they war doeing, or 
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qnbat was thair purpose to doe, and tkairfotr 
shoe desired the king to remane thair till hir 
return. And he againe, as an efieminat prince^ 
snbdewed and intysed be this vicked voman, 
gave hir hatstilie credence in this matter^ and 
beleived all that shoe had said to be trew. So 
he caused convoy her ane litle space from 
the boast as shoe desired. But this ladie 
Fuird being myndfull to keip no credit 
with the king, for the love shoe buire to hir 
native countrie, shoe past haistilie to the earle 
of Surrey, quhair he was ly'and at York, at that 
tyme, and shew to him the haill secreittts 
of the king, and how many he was, and quhair 
his armie lay, and quhat poyntt they war att, 
and how his men war disperst, and past from 
him for lafik of victuallis, and that thair wa» 
not abyding with him but ten thousand of all 
his great armie: Qubatrfoir shoe counsalled the 
earle of Surrey to cum fordwardis vpoun htm, 
assuring him of victorie, by hir ingjme, for 
shoe should deceave the king, also farre as 
shoe might, and put him in the Inglismenvs 
handis. Thir novellis being showin to the 
earle of Surrey, be this vicked voman, he 
greatKe rejoyced thairat, and thanked hip 
greatumlie for hir laboures and patnes, that 
shoe tuik for hir native countrie, promiseand 
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to hir^ that within thrie dayes he should meitt 
the king of Scotland, 

In the meane tyme lettres came to the eafle 
of Surrey, that bis scH^e the lord Howard waa 
landitat Dover, and sex thousand men with him 
of the best warrioures of all king Harries ar- 
mie, send to him be the king, who was lying 
in France, seiking his pensioun, and gott word 
that the king of Scotlai^ was cum in Ing- 
land, invaiding his realme, for love of France^ 
and contrair the law of God, and both the 
realmes of Scotland and Ingland, coasidder- 
iirg the promeiss, bandis, and atlyances maid 
betttixt the tuo pairties and realmes, as we 
bare showin befoir. Notwithstanding the 
king of Ingland lamented heaviiie the vukynd-^ 
nes of his guid brother ; and thairibir he writi: 
bis commissioun to the eaiieof Surrey, that be 
should be the leivtennent for the tyme, and to 
liaise the hatU bodie of the realme, and to caua 
thame paa fordward vpoun the king of Scot- 
land, to defend the realme, giveand him an ex- 
pres command that he schould not pursue the 
king of Scotland be no manner of way, hot in 
his awin defence. The earle of Surrey hear- 
ing the letteris. of commissftoun presented be 
his sone, was verrie rejoyced, and tnik sick 
courage al the home cuming of his soue with 
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snch an armie, that he assemblit all that he 
might be, and maid thair musteris incontinent^ 
qahitk came to the number of fyftie thousand 
men. The captanes thairof was the earle of 
Surrey, and the lord Howard, principal] go- 
vemouris of the hoast ; and the lord Dacres, 
merschall, and the lord Westmoreland, and 
the Pierces of Northumberland, war the chief* 
tanes of the vanguard ; and so in all possible 
haist merched towardis the Scottis, quhair they 
lay for the time, to witt at Flowdoun hillis, tak- 
and no fear of enemies to invaid thame, and 
in speciall of the Inglismen, for the king nor 
none of his counsall knew of the earle of Sur- 
reyis cuming, nor beleived not to have gottin 
battell of him, nor of no other of Ingland at 
that time, considdering the king himselffwas 
not present in the realme. So the king of 
Scotland being so insolent, and having no fore* 
sicht nor moyane in the countrie, lay still, 
taking no fear, as ane man incounsallable, 
who would doe nothing for his lordis and cap- 
tanes, nor for the safegaird of his hoast, nor 
Weill of his nobles, nor for obteining of victo* 
rie, bot lying awaiting still, for the ladie 
Foordis in cuming; but in vaine, for shoe 
came not again, quhill the Inglisch armie cam 
with hir. So the king of Scotland nevir knew 
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the cutning of the Inglismen, qahill thair 
whoU - armies war within the space of thrie 
Scottis mylles to him arrayed in sewin great 
battel] is. 

Quhen thir novellis war schowin to the king 
of Scotland^ he would scarcilie beleive thame, 
but lap vpoun hors» and road to the head of 
ane hill to sie, which» when he saw thame 
cuming so fast fordward he caused very coura- 
gioosly, and with ane manlie countenance, to 
sound his trumpettis and put iiis men in array, 
and ordained to chairge his artillarie, and mak 
all readie. In this mean tyme the lordis past 
all to ane counsall, thinkand that they would 
nQt suffer the king to give battell at that tyme 
to ane man of inferiour degrie. 

Quhen. the lordis went to the counsall the 
king disguysed himselff and cam privilie and 
hard everie lordis vot, and quhat was thair 
conclusion; to witt, the lordis chairged lord 
Patrik Lindsay to be chjancellour, and first 
votter of the counsall, becaus he was of great- 
test aige, and had best experience amongest 
thame all of sick affaires. So they inquyr- 
ed of him, if the king sould give battell at that 
time ^to Ingland or not. The lord Lindsay 
being ryplie adwysed in this matter, sieing the 
proceiding and conversatioun of the king, an- 

YOL. I. s 
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8weife4, " My lofdis, yea desir my opinion,, 
if the king sail gi?^ battell to ingland or not ? 
My lordiSy I will give yow ane siinilitud, de« 
siring yow to knaw my my nd be the same ; 
for I ccnnpare your Lordschipis to w» boQest 
Qi^rchaat, that wold in his voyage goe to dyci^. 
with ane common ha^arter, and tbair to jeo* 
piMrd in his playing ane rose noble, at ane cs^^ 
againest ane glyed halfpennie, quhilk if this 
merchimd wines, it wilbe acqompted litle or 
small ; but if he tynes, he tynes his honour 
with that noble peace of gold, quhilk is of faM 
greater value. So my lordis, yea may vnd^t'^ 
stand by this, that yea will be called the met^ 
chand, and your king the rose noble, and Ing^ 
land the common hazarter, who hes nothing 
to jeopard but ane halfpennie, in comparisone 
of our noble king, and ane old cruiked carle ia 
ane chariott. Cluhatrf<nr» I. think my lordis, 
if Ingland respectis an/e old cruiked carle in 
ane chariott, although they tyne him they 
tyne but litle, hot if we hazard our noble 
prince at this tyme, and happin to tyne him^ 
we wilbe called evil nuerchandis, and far wors 
counsallareB to his majestie; for if we tyne 
him, we tyne the haill realme of Scotland^ to- 
giddef with the nobilitie thairof, for none ar 
biddin with ws at this tyme hot nobles and 
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gentbnen : so I contend^ it is not decent for ws 
to hazard our selffis with ane old croked carle 
and ane namber of sontteris and tailyonris ; 
but better it war to cans the king to remove 
ane certane of his lordis with him, wh6in he 
ihinkis most expedient to tak the matter in hand, 
and hassard themselffis for the kingis pleasour 
and their - owin honour, and the conimoun 
Weill of the countrie at this tyme, and if your 
lordschipes will conclud in this maner, I hold 
it best in my opinion.'' Be the lord Lindsay 
had ^oied in this manner^ the haill lordis con- 
sisnted to his conclusion^ and thairto nominat 
d^rt^iile lordis 'to tak the battell in hand, that 
in^tO'sayj the earl of Huntlie in the north, the 
earle * of Argyle, the earle of Crawford, and 
tbe^eatie of MarscheB ;' and In the wast part of 
Sd(>tlMdy*tW earte ^f Glencairne,' the lord 
Gralhame^ the lord Maiswell; and in the south 
the earle oi^ Angus, the earie Both well, the lord 
Home:^thir to be the ruUeris of the kingis 
hoast,«n€l to fight against Ingland, and the 
king to pass with certane of his nobilitie, ane 
litle from the armie, quhair he might sie the 
valiant actis on both sydis. This. being con* 
cludit with the wboU lordis, the king being 
near hand by^ as I have schawin yaw befoir, 
burst fiirth^ Ynhi^piUe^ saying, <^ My lordis, I 
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sail fight this day with loglaod, and ye had 
all sworne the coatrair, yea altbo' ye wold 
leive me and flie^ and shame your selffis, ye 
sail not shame me as ye devyse; and as to 
lord Patrik Lindsay, that hes given the first 
votty I awow to God I sail nevir sie Sootland 
sooner, nor I sail cans hing him over his.awin 
yett/' Thus the lordis war astonisched at the 
kingis answeir, sieing him in ane furie, war 
faine to satisfie his pleasour , and iserve his ap- 
pettit in all things as he commandit* . 

Be this the watchmen schew the king that 
the Inglisch armiew^ Quming near, vnto himy 
within the spaice of ane Scottis myll. ' Then 
the king commandit irfullie and furiouslie to 
sound his trampettis, and put. his men in or- 
dour of batteU : to witt, .he gave the vangaird 
to my lord Huntlte,. and to my lord Hpkne, who 
war in number aucht thousand men, and took 
the great hattell to himselif, with, all th^ whoU 
dobilitie of Scotland, who exceeded not twen* 
tie thousand men ; and roerchod fordw^rd ane 
litle in the slcht of the Inglisch armie, who war 
then cuming over the bridge to. thame. Then 
\ the maister gunner cam to the king. i>n..bls 
' knies, desiring licence to schott his ordnance 
at the Inglisch armie, quhill they war cuming 
over the bridge of Lyll> quhair he promdsed^ 
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Vnder the paiiie of deid, that he sould cutt the 
bridge, quhair the greattest prease of Inglis 
armie was; for he said he had stelled his can* 
noties for that effect, and thairby sould destroy 
and droun the most pairt of thame. The king 
afisweired this gnnner, Robert Borthwick, lyk 
to ahe man bereft of all witt and judgment, 
saying, ^^ I sail cans hang the and quarter the 
if thou schott a scbott this day, for I will have 
thame all in plaine feildis befoir me, and assay 
thame, quhat they can doe/' Be this the In- 
gtismen war all cum over the bridge, an4 the 
vangairdis war near marching togidder, and 
the trumpettis soundit, and the vangairdis 
joyned, to witt the earle of Huntlie, and the 
lord Home, with bordereris and countriemen to 
the number of aught thousand men, and on the 
other syd, the Inglis vangaird, quhairinwas my 
lord Pearcie, and my lord Westmoreland, with 
all the haill bordereris and countrie men thair* 
of^ in lykmanner. Quhilk parties joyned 
With ane terrible an'd cruel reard, and great 
slauchter maid on both the sydis at the first 
assault. The bowmen, and they with tuo 
bandit swordis, defendit thamselffis verrie man- 
fuUie, who war in the earle of Huntlie and 
the lord Hoomes companie. Yitt nevirtheles 
be sound of trumpett they retired verrie wari- 
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lie, with litle skaith, to Itaair statudart againe. 
Be this the tua great battellis of England cam 
fordward vpoan the king and his battell, and 
joyned verrie awfullie, and fought Terrie fa-^ 
riouslie, ane lang time, bot at the 'last the 
kingis host defenced the tuo armies, and pat 
thame back. Then the great batteil of Ing* 
land^ led be the lord Howard, who. was vnder 
his father the earle of Surrey, gOTeroour of 
that batteil, who cam furiouslie vpouu the king 
againe, with tuentie thousand fresch fightand 
men, and the kingis batteil met thame, and 
encountered them verrre hardlie, and fought 
Terrie cruellie a long space, with vncertaine 
Tictorie, quhill the streames ran with blood 
quhiur they war. The earle of Huntlie and 
the lord Home standing in arrayed battell,iwho 
had wone the vangaird befoir, and verrie few 
aither hurt or slaine of thame, the earle of 
Huntlie desired my lord Home, that he would 
reskuethe king in his extremitie, sieing he was 
oversett with muHiftudes of men. Bot the lord 
Home answeired, *' He does weill that does for 
himselif, for we have foughten our vanf^aird 
and wone tlie same, and thairfoir latt the rest 
doe thair paiiiis as weill as we have done." 
The earle of Huntlie said again, ^^ he could 
not sie his native prince to be over cum with 
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his enemies befoir his ejoie ;'' for his awinpairt/ 
lliairfoir^ he called his men togidder by slug- 
home, and soand of trumpet^ to have passed 
to the king, bot or he cam all was defaitt, and 
verrie few alyve, aither of the kingis syd, or 
his enemies. Some sayes, thair cam four great 
men vpoun hors, and every ane of thame had 
ane wisp vpoun thair spear headis, quhairby 
they might knawotheris the sooner, if they hap- 
pened to be separdit, and brought the king furth 
of the feild, vpovn ane dun hakney; and sum 
sayes, they had him in the Mers betuixt Dunse 
and Kelso. Quhat they did with him I cannot 
tell. But ten yeires thairefter ane certane man 
being convict of his lyfFfor slauchter, offerred 
to the duik of Albanie to latt him siethe place 
quhair the king was buried, and for the great- 
tcr evidence, his yron belt besyd him in the 
grave. Bot this man gott no audience be 
thame that was about him, and the duik of Al- 
banie desired m)t that sick things should be 
knaNvin. Bot.we will retume to our purpose. 
' The feildis being discomfited in this maner 
on.bbth the sydes; for nather Ingland nor 
Scotland knew who had the victorie at that 
tyme, except the Scottismen tint thair king, 
who may be justlie said to have tint himself, 
*ihrow his awin raschnes and greatter foolhard;. 
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nes, nor was requisit in a king : for the Inglis-' 
men war re1|:oned to be thryse als niaHie in 
number as the Scottismen, and so manie of 
thame as war left aly ve, retired thaniselffis to 
the earle of Sorrey, and the lord Howard his 
sone : and retired that night ane little from the 
feild, and fled that night on their fooUes, 
quhill on the morne at nyiie houris, not knaw-^ 
ing who had wone or tint the feild. And in 
lyk maner, the lord Home stood all that night 
on his foott, quhill on the morne, with aught 
thousand men with him; and on^the morne he 
hearing no din nather of Scottismen nor In-* 
glismen, he depairted and left the kingis ar- 
tillarie in the feildis behind him, quhilk he 
might have reskued and brought with him if 
he pleased. 

The Inglismen hearing that the lord Home 
was retired, they conveined the number that 
they might be, and had away the kingis artil- 
larie with thame to Barvick, quhair meikle of 
it remaines to this day ; and syne they cam 
throw the feild seiking thair noble and princi- 
pall men that war slaine, and to have, spyed 
if they could have seine the king of Scotland. 
Bot they could not find him, albeit thfy fand 
sundry in his luferay ; for the same day of the 
feild he caused ten to be in his awin luferay^ 
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lyk vnto his awin present apperretl, amonges 
quhom was tuo of his awin guard : .the on 
called Alexander M^Cuilo, and the vther the 
squyer of Cteisch, who war both verrie lyk 
in makdome tothe king ; and so they tuik on 
of thame, whom they thought lykest to the 
king, and kest him in ane chariott, and bad 
him with thame into England ; hot trew it is 
they gott not the king, becaus they had nevir 
the tokin of his yron belt to schow to no Scot- 
tisman. 

This sorrowful battell was striken and endit 
at Flowdone hill the nynth day of September 
the yeir of God 1513 yeires, and of his rigne 
the twentie fyve yeir. 

James the Feird vnhappilie slaine in this 
manner, with manie of his nobles, not by the 
wisdome or manhood of Inglismen, bot by 
the kingis awin wilful misgovernance, who 
wold vse no counsall of his nobles in defence 
of his honour, and preserving of his armie : 
bot vsed his awin sensuall pleasoures, quhilk- 
is war the cause of his vtter mine. Thairfoir 
all other princes sould tak example be this 
wilfuU and incounsallabie prince ; for although 
he was the head, they war the bodie, without 
the quhilk he could not stand, quhilk was also 
a pairt of the occasioun of the death of this 
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Stout and manlie prince, who not onlie was 
the cans of his awin death, but of all his nobi- 
litie and barrones, etc. for this was als cruell 
ane feild for on as evir was stricken betuixt 
Scotland and England. Bot we will latt him 
rest with God, and speak of his sone king 
James the Fyft, etc. 
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Principles of Political Liberty. To the History is prefized an Intro«- 
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dm^of^ Book, the greit purpose of whidi is to gire a View of the State 
of Religion in Scothmd before the Reformation, and of its Inflaence 
npoo Ooremnient — apon the Admintstrition of Jostice — npon MofbIk 
ty — npon the adTancement of Knowledge—and the general Happiness 
of life. 

III. HISTORY of the UNIVEItSITY of EDINBURGH, 
from 1580 to 1646. By Thomas Crawfuri>, A.M. Pro- 
fessor of Philosophy and Mathetnatics in the Collej^ of Edin- 
burgh in 1646 * To which is prefixed, the Charter granted to 
the College by James VI. of Scotland in 1582* 8vo. 7s. 5d. 
boards. 

IV. PICTURE of EblNBURGH. ByJ. Stabk. Hand- 
somely printed in ] 8mo, illustrated with a Map of the City, 
and upwards of 30 Wood Cuts. 6s. boanis. 

This Woik contains a History and Description of the City — an Ac- 
count of its Antiooities — its Political, Civile and Mnnicipal Establish- 
ments — litenity Establishments, incloding a History of the Progress 
and present State of Printing, of Literature, and of the Arts— Religioos 
Rstablishments — ^Charitable Institotions — Public Amusements, inclad- 
ing a Histoij of the Theatre, Mnsic, and Dancing— Progress and pre- 
sent State of Manners— Markets — ^Water and Fnel — ^History and De- 
scription of Leith — Popalaiion — Objects of Natural History in the im- 
mediate NeightM)nrhood of Edinburgli— and a Description of the Ro- 
mantic Scenery and remarkable Objects in the Environs. 

V. The CHRONICLE of FIFE, being the DJARY of Johk 
La MONT of Newton, from l649 to 1672. 4to. boards. 

■Li. 3, «5s* 

This Chronicle, or Diary, chiefly relating to occorrences within the 
Coimly of Fife, is printed from an original manuscript, and will be found 
to contain much curious matter, illustrative of the domestic manners of 
the people of Scotland, during an interesting period. 

VI. REMARKS on the CONSTITUTION and PROCE- 
DURE cf the SCOTTISH COURTS of LAW. By Jaubs 
Glassfoud, Esq. Svo. 7s. 6d. boards. 

It is the object of these Remarks to iniinire how fiur the pvesent ei^ga- 
niation of the Courts of Justice in Scotli)nd, and the leading rules of 
their procedure, are conformable to the just principles which ought to 
govern such establishments; and to examine briefly what may still be 
accounted imperfections. 

VIL ANE ORATIOUNE, set furthe be MASTER QUIN- 
TINE KENNEDY, Commendatour of Crosraguell, ye zeir of 
Gode 1561. Black Letter. From the original MS. in the 
Auchinleck Library. Small 4to. 7s. 6d. sewed. 
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VIII. The COPPIE of the RESSONING which was be- 
tuix the ABBOTE of CROSRAGUELL and JOHN KNOX, 
in MayboiUy concerning the Alasse, in the Yeare of God, a 
thousand five hundreth thre scoir and two Yeares. Imprinted 
at Edinburgh, by Robert Lekprguik, 1663 ; reprinted 1812. 
Black Letter. Small 4to. 12s. 

IX. The HISTORY of SCOTLAND, from the Union of 
the Crowns on the Accession of James VI. to the Throne of 
England^ to the Union of the Kingdoms in the Reign of Queen 
Anne. Second Edition, corrected. Witti a Preliminary Dis- 
sertation on the Participation of Mary^ Queen of Scots, in 
the Murder of Darnley. By Malcolm Laing, Esq. -M. P. 
4 vols 8to. L. ] , 169. boards. 

- The late Mr Fox, in bU historical fragment, considers this work as a 
YdnaMe aequidtion to all wlio wish to have a true knowledge of the his- 
tory of Scotlaqd ; and commebds the author as oo less remarkable fi>r 
the accuracy of his facts than for the force and justness of his reasonings. 

X. The POEMS of OSSIAN, &c. containing the POETI- 
CAL WORKS of JAMES MACPHERSON, Esq. in Prose 
and -Rhyme. With Notes and Illustrations by Malcolm 
LAiKe^ Esq. In 2 large x'ols. 8vo« Beautifully printed by 
Ballanlyne. L» 1, 10s. boards. 

This edition of the. Poems ascribed to Os«ian, is illustrated by notes» 
in which eVery simile, and almost every poetical passage, is traced to its 
source ; thus serving as a commentary, (o point out the real originals 
from which the poems have been derived. Other pieces, authenticated 
as the early productions of Macpherson, are annexed. Some of them 
are highly descriptive, and others sentimental ; but their chief value 
consists in the evidence they afford, that his first and most predominat- 
ing ambition was to become a heroic poet. From tliis early bias, the 
fabrication of the poems ascribed to Ossian may be distinctly explained. 

. XI. FAUNA ORCADENSIS^ or the NATURAL HIS- 
TORY of the QUADRUPEDS, BIRDS, REPTILES, and 
FISHES, of ORKNEY and SHETLAND. By the Reverend 
Geubge Low, Minister of Birsa and Haray. Fi-um a Manu- 
script in the possession of Wm. Elforb Leach, M.D. F.L.S. 
&c. 4to. L. 1, Is. boards. 

It was by Mr Pennant's encouragement chiefly, that the late Mr Low 
engaged to drnw up the following work, the MS. of which was lately 
recovered by the present £ditor, and is now laid b«'fore the Public as ao 
interesting and valoable addition to the Natural History of the Britisli 
Tslandfff It contains Descriptions of the Quailrupeds, Birds, Reptiles, 
and Fislies, pecoliar to the Islands of Orkney and Shetland, classed ac- 
cording to Kay*s System, accompanied with varioas interesting Jioticcs, 



4 Works Published 

the result oI'Uiq AuUioi's labonrs daring the lait nineteea years of his 
hStf ivhich be devoted principally to the study of nature. 

XIL A BREEFEMEMOlUALLoftheLYFE and DEATH 
of Dt JAMES SPOTTISWOOD, Bishop of Clogher in Ire- 
land, and of the Labyrinth of Troubles he fell into in that- 
Kingdom, and the Manner of the unhappie Accident wbich 
brought such Troubles upon him. From a Manuscript in the 
Auchinleck Library 4to. 10s. 6d« boards. 

XIIL The PEERAGE of SCOTLAND, containing an Hia- 
torical and Genealogical Account of the Nobility of that King- 
dom, from their Origin to the present Generation, collected 
from the Public Records, Antient Chartularics, the Charters 
and other Writings of the Nobility, Work$ of our best Histo* 
rians, &c. By Sir R(»BEftT Douglas of Glenbervie, Bart. 
Second Edition, revised and corrected, with a Continuation to 
the present period, by John Philip Wood, Esq. In 2 vols# 
folio, with the Arms of the Peers beautifully engraven. 
L, 10, 10s. boards. 

A lew copies are printed on royal paper, forming one of the nost 
soperb books ever published, price L.15, 150. handsMuely done up. 

XIV. The BARONAGE of SCOTLAND, containing an 
Historical and Genealogical Account of the Gentry o ftba 
Kingdom, collected from the Public Records and Chartulaiies 
of this Country, the Records and Private Writings of Families^ 
and the Works of our best Historians. By Sir Robert Pov* 
QhAS of Glenbcrvie, Bart. In 1 vol. folio, illustrated with £a* 
gravings of the Coats of Arms. L* 2, 2s. boards* A few co-> 
pies on large paper, L. 3, 3s. ; or handsomely done up, L,3. 1 Os. 

The present Work is iutende-d to delineate the Genealogies of the Ba- 
yonets, and the lesser Barons or landed Gentry of Scotland, by tracing 
the line of their Ancestry — by enumerating their pedigrees and inter- 
marriages — by mentioning their employments, vdiether civil or militaiy 
—and by recording the remarkable public atcbievements performed by 
them. 

XV. A GENEALOGICAL HISTORY of the EARLDOM 
of SUTHERLAND, from its Origin to the year l630. Writ- 
ten by Sir Robert Goedon of Gordonstoun, Bart. With a 
Continuation to the year l661« Published from the Original 
Manuscript^ and illustrated by Engravings. In 1 vol. folio. 
Price L. 5, 5s. boards. 

A few copies are printed on royal paper. Price L^7; I7s*6d, 
handsomely done up. 



